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HYMN     CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER LSB 725 

 

 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004547 
Tune: Public domain 

 

INVOCATION 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

P In Holy Baptism Wilmer Wagner was clothed with the robe of Christ’s 
righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: “Do you not know that 



all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His 
death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, in order that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a 
death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like 
His. 

 

INTROIT PSALM 23 
 

The LORD Is My Shepherd 

 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 

5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

KYRIE 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 
 



P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-kindness shown 
to Wilmer and to all Your servants who, having finished their course in faith, 
now rest from their labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death 
and receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 

 

FIRST READING ACTS 1:1–11 

The Promise of the Holy Spirit 

 1In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and 
teach, 2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3He presented 
himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty 
days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

 4And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, 
but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 
5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 
many days from now.” 

 

The Ascension 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He said to them, “It is not for you to know times 
or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 9And when 
he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. 10And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, 
behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, “Men of Galilee, why 
do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



EPISTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 15:51–58 

 51Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53For 
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put 
on immortality. 54When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal 
puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:  

 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 
55“O death, where is your victory? 
 O death, where is your sting?”  

 

56The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 58Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GENERAL VERSE LSB 279 

A Alleluia, alleluia. 

Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. 

Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 25:14–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

The Parable of the Talents 

 14[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his 
servants and entrusted to them his property. 15To one he gave five talents, to 
another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 
16He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and 
he made five talents more. 17So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. 18But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and 
hid his master’s money. 19Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. 20And he who had received the five talents 



came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me 
five talents; here I have made five talents more.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And he also who had the two 
talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I 
have made two talents more.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and 
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter 
into the joy of your master.’ 24He also who had received the one talent came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not 
sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ 26But his master 
answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I 
have not sowed and gather where I scattered no seed? 27Then you ought to have 
invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received 
what was my own with interest. 28So take the talent from him and give it to him 
who has the ten talents. 29For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 
will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. 30And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that 
place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together 
in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY         “PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY” LSB 790 

 

 

 

 
 

Tune and text: Public domain 



SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised Jesus from the dead.  

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together into one 
communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Give to 
Your whole Church in heaven and on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to newness of life and so pass with Him through the 
gate of death and the grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body and blood of Your 
Son may be raised to immortality and incorruption to be seated with Him at 
Your heavenly banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Give to the family of Wilmer and to all who mourn comfort in their grief and 
a sure confidence in Your loving care that, casting all their sorrow on You, 
they may know the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the communion of Your 
Church they may have strength to meet the days ahead in the assurance of 
a holy and certain hope and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 
those they love who have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe 
and find comfort in the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 

P Receive our thanks for Wilmer and for all the blessings You bestowed on him 
in this earthly life. Bring us at last to our heavenly home that with him we 
may see You face to face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 



P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to bring life 
and immortality to light. We give You thanks that by His death He destroyed 
the power of death and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that because He 
lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life nor things present nor 
things to come will be able to separate us from Your love, which is in Christ 
Jesus, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never 
die.” 

 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

A “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who believes in Me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never 
die.” 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock into the arms of 
Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort us with the certain hope of the 
resurrection to everlasting life and a joyful reunion with those we love who 
have died in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 



HYMN      “CROWN HIM WITH MANY CROWNS” LSB 525 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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