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WELCOME 
 

HYMN: 770 WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS LSB 770 

1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 
    All our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; 
    Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
    Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

 

2 Have we trials and temptations? 
    Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful 
    Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

 

3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 
    Cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge— 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
    Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; 
    Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Public domain 
 



INVOCATION 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 

P In Holy Baptism Nils Nilsen was clothed with the robe of 
Christ’s righteousness that covered all his sin. St. Paul says: 
“Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?” 

C We were buried therefore with Him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we 
shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His. 

 

INTROIT PSALM 23 

The LORD Is My Shepherd 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 
in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 



KYRIE 

P Lord, have mercy upon us. 

C Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

O God of grace and mercy, we give thanks for Your loving-
kindness shown to Nils Nilsen and to all Your servants who, 
having finished their course in faith, now rest from their 
labors. Grant that we also may be faithful unto death and 
receive the crown of eternal life; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 25:6–9 

6On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all 
peoples 
 a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 
 of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. 
7And he will swallow up on this mountain 
 the covering that is cast over all peoples, 
 the veil that is spread over all nations. 
 8He will swallow up death forever; 
and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, 
 and the reproach of his people he will take away from all 
the earth, 
 for the LORD has spoken. 
9It will be said on that day, 
 “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 
might save us. 
 This is the LORD; we have waited for him; 
 let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” 



 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20–26 

 20But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22For 
as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23But 
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. 24Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every 
rule and every authority and power. 25For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GENERAL VERSE LSB 279 

P Alleluia, alleluia. Jesus Christ is the firstborn of the dead; 

C to Him be glory and power forever. Alleluia. 

 

HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 11:25–30 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 

Come to Me, and I Will Give You Rest 

 25At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have hidden these things from the 
wise and understanding and revealed them to little children; 
26yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27All things have 
been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28Come 
to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 



lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my yoke 
is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

P God has made us His people through our Baptism into 
Christ. Living together in trust and hope, we confess our 
faith. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: 748 I’M BUT A STRANGER HERE LSB 748 

1 I’m but a stranger here, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
Earth is a desert drear, 
    Heav’n is my home. 
Danger and sorrow stand 
Round me on ev’ry hand; 



Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

 
2 What though the tempest rage, 

    Heav’n is my home; 
Short is my pilgrimage, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And time’s wild wintry blast 
Soon shall be overpast; 
I shall reach home at last, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

 
3 Therefore I murmur not, 

    Heav’n is my home; 
Whate’er my earthly lot, 
    Heav’n is my home; 
And I shall surely stand 
There at my Lord’s right hand; 
Heav’n is my fatherland, 
    Heav’n is my home. 

Text: Public domain 

 
 

SERMON 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

P Let us pray to the Lord, our God and Father, who raised 
Jesus from the dead. 

P Almighty God, You have knit Your chosen people together 
into one communion in the mystical body of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Give to Your whole Church in heaven and 
on earth Your light and peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death 
and resurrection may die to sin and rise to newness of life 
and so pass with Him through the gate of death and the 
grave to our joyful resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 



C hear our prayer. 

P Grant that all who have been nourished by the holy body 
and blood of Your Son may be raised to immortality and 
incorruption to be seated with Him at Your heavenly 
banquet. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give to the family of Nils Nilsen and to all who mourn 
comfort in their grief and a sure confidence in Your loving 
care that, casting all their sorrow on You, they may know 
the consolation of Your love. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Give courage and faith to the bereaved, that within the 
communion of Your Church they may have strength to meet 
the days ahead in the assurance of a holy and certain hope 
and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with those they 
love who have departed in the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Help us, we pray, in the midst of things we cannot 
understand, to believe and find comfort in the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Receive our thanks for Nils Nilsen and for all the blessings 
You bestowed on him in this earthly life. Bring us at last to 
our heavenly home that with him we may see You face to 
face in the joys of paradise. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P O God of all grace, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus 
Christ, to bring life and immortality to light. We give You 
thanks that by His death He destroyed the power of death 
and by His resurrection He opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. Strengthen us in the confidence that 
because He lives we shall live also, and that neither death 
nor life nor things present nor things to come will be able to 
separate us from Your love, which is in Christ Jesus, our 



Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold 
to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

NUNC DIMITTIS 

P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 
believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 
lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

 

C Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; 

     Your word has been fulfilled. 

My own eyes have seen the salvation 

     which You have prepared in the sight of every people: 

a light to reveal You to the nations 

     and the glory of Your people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 



P “I am the resurrection and the life,” says the Lord. “He who 
believes in Me will live, even though he dies; and whoever 
lives and believes in Me will never die.” 

 

CONCLUDING COLLECT 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, our shepherd, You gather the lambs of Your flock 
into the arms of Your mercy and bring them home. Comfort 
us with the certain hope of the resurrection to everlasting 
life and a joyful reunion with those we love who have died 
in the faith; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

BENEDICTION AND DISMISSAL 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious 
unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 

 

P Let us go forth in peace, 

C in the name of the Lord. Amen. 

 

  



HYMN: 801 HOW GREAT THOU ART LSB 801 

1 O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
    Consider all the works Thy hand hath made, 
I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 
    Thy pow’r throughout the universe displayed; Refrain 

 
Refrain Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 

    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, 
    How great Thou art! How great Thou art! 

 
2 When through the woods and forest glades I wander, 

    I hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees; 
When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur 
    And hear the brook and feel the gentle breeze; Refrain 

 
3 But when I think that God, His Son not sparing, 

    Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in— 
That on the cross my burden gladly bearing 
    He bled and died to take away my sin; Refrain 

 
4 When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 

    And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart! 
Then I shall bow in humble adoration 
    And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!” 
Refrain 

Text: © 1949, 1953 The Stuart Hine Trust, admin. EMI CMG and Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB 

Hymn License no. 110004547 
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