
  

August of  the Time of the Church 2013 

Beloved of Redeemer, 

Grace and peace to you from the Lord of the Church, Jesus Christ! 

One of the most comforting songs of a contemporary music group 

when I was young was entitled,  “Just One Word.”  The implication of the 

lyrics, supported by the tone of the music, is the power of our words.  

Words that especially find their root in the love of Jesus can, in fact ,be 

the power of God to change the life,  if even but for a day, of a person 

who is struggling, hurting, or questions the hope of their baptism. 

Conversely, carelessly critical words also have power to wound and 

damage a struggling child of God, a person vulnerable in their faith.  

Such words are often excused  Indeed, there are times to overlook them 

and to forgive without ever having been asked for such.  But not always!  

Words can be a toxic poison when given in the form of gossip (even if 

true) and are breach of the 8th Commandment , when offered without 

consideration of Jesus’ instructions in Matthew 18, or by  giving the ra-

tionale,  “I just have to say it.”  To that, God’s Word says, “No you don’t.  

At least not just anywhere or in any manner.” 

In my house , as I would suppose is  true in  many of yours, there are 

more than one bathroom where private matters take place.  The Apostle 

Paul would refer to such things in his letter to the Corinthian church as 

“vessels of ‘dishonor” over those  of “honor”.  When I was young and in 

school, there was understood conversation (though not always God-

pleasing) called “locker room talk”.   If I have a houseguest who disre-

spects my home by so doing in  the public places  that which should be  

reserved for the privacy of the bathroom,  such person will likely find 

themselves not be invited back in the future. 

Our children and  adults who are young in faith have very big ears 

through which they learn even when not being intentionally taught.  I 

have often heard youth of active members of the church  begin to ques-

tion the Christian Faith by virtue of what they hear  in  the conversa-

tions of their parents on the way home from worship. 

I blow it.  You do, too.  “Just one Word”, the song says can  “change my 

day to sunshine”.  Sometimes that is the one thing, a word rooted in the 

love of God  to be heard  from another in our ears which miraculously 

changes our day, .  And, while that is true, so it is with a distancing si-

lence, a misspoken word, gossip about another, you name it.  Those 

words can be devilish in the wounds of mind, emotion, trust and the 

faith of one for whom Christ died.  When someone comes to my office 

with disparaging words of another of our church,  I seek to halt their 

speech and to redirect it towards an understanding of forgiveness and 

reconciliation. 

Read and meditate on the following passages from God’s Word:  Colos-

sians 4:7; I Timothy 6:3-5; James 3; I John 4:7-21; John  13:31-35.  Yet, 

because I often fail at these things,  I am grateful for His love that  

promises forgiveness  for you and me.  As God has loved us in Jesus, let us 

love one another—even if it is with “just one Word.” 

                     

Mark Carter, Sr. Pastor 

August 2013 
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Final Word from Vicar Michael Heckmann 
Behold I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do 

you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 

and rivers in the desert. Isaiah 43:19 

 Some people hold the belief that new is always 

better. The newest phones are the best, the newest cars are 

the safest, and the newest version of computer software is 

the most secure. On the other hand there are many people 

who contend, “They just don’t make things like they used 

to.” 

 In the verse, God is telling the Israelites that something new is coming. Not 

just a new version of something old, but a miracle so miraculous, so great, and so 

marvelous that it will completely eclipse the old.  

 St. Paul writes that these Old Testament events and practices are, “a shadow 

of things to come.” (Colossians 2:17) These Old Testament events and practices find 

their full meaning and completion in something greater. Something that is so much 

greater than just a way through the wilderness or a river in the desert.  
 

 The miracle of Jesus’ resurrection is so great, so marvelous, so miraculous, 

that nothing can compare to it. Nothing but Christ’s death and resurrection can save 

us from our sins. Nothing else can give us the forgiveness of sins and the assurance 

of eternal life. 

True God of all Ages, in the covenant of Your Son’s blood the new is better than 

the old. Keep me in this new covenant as I live in this old world and look to the 

new heaven. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 

        Deaconess Corner 
         I miss my Father.  It's not complicated, I just miss him.  I love him and 

     he loved me.  He shepherded me in many ways that I treasure.  I have  

                inherited much from him ~ his teaching, his love of the Lord, his funny 

laugh, and even my first name.  I inherited much from my father that I treasure, but 

in truth I also inherited my sinful nature.  Scripture tells us clearly, “In sin did my 

mother conceive me” Psalm 51:5  and so I know that not all that I inherited was 

good, or wanted, regardless of how much I treasure my ancestry.   

     I have been painfully aware for some time of one thing I inherited from my fa-

ther that I do not like.  I have his skin, and I scar and bruise quite easily.  My body 

reminds me of that frequently with bruises in places I didn't even know were hurt.  

The scars of my body remind me daily that I continue to struggle with the cancer 

that my body held. 

     But recently I had to admit to myself that I also bruise and scar easily internally 

and that has opened my eyes to the reality that all of us are bruised and scarred in 

our spirit, bruises and scars that are not so apparent to the outside world and the 

eyes of others.  I have looked at Scripture to see what it says about bruising and the 

verses that have captured my attention are those that speak to the truth that our 

tongues can, and do, bruise and hurt others.  Words are powerful and Scripture says 

that “death and life are in the power of the tongue” Proverbs 18:21.  And so it has 

become my prayer, one that I pray each morning, that my words will not bring 

harm, that they will not bruise or hurt others, but be as Scripture says, “the tongue of 

the wise brings healing” Proverbs 12:18 

     I will fail in this as I am a sinful being, but my heart desires that my words will 

be those that my Father in heaven wishes for me to speak.  Might you join me in this 

prayer as we seek always to build up, not tear down, and that our words will then 

bring life, not death, to those with whom we walk?    
                                                             Deaconess Karla Carter 

                                                             

                                                                                                                                  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

             

It is time to smile, and even 

laugh, while we study God’s 

word!  We will gather Monday, 

August 19th at 7 p.m. at the 

home of Dana & Terry Roby, 

1447 Valley  Rd. That night we 

will discuss the best time to 

learn about schemes with beans, 

worries at work, lying around ill– 

legalism with Lucy, Mr. Mooney 

and friends. “Jesus spoke all 

these things to the crowd in par-

ables; he did not say anything to 

them without using a parable.” 

Matthew 13:34. hope to see you 

there! Call with any questions 

918-876-3692 or email terry-

roby@yahoo.com. 

GRANT RECEIVED— 
Our church has received a $500 

Outreach Ministry Grant from 

the Oklahoma District of the Lu-

theran Church Extension Fund 

(LCEF). LWML’s Mission Ser-

vice group will use the grant to 

provide receiving blankets and 

baby quilts for Birthright.      

Thank you, LCEF!! 

ALL CHURCH  

COOKOUT   

SEPTEMBER 14 

We will leave the church at 10:30 

a.m. to travel to Skiatook to 

Becky and Lewis Trentman’s 

Ranch for a barbecue cookout. 

Contact Ed Savage to let him 

know if you will be attending at 

918-333-4928. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 
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VBS 2013 
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   MISSION SERVICE    Mission Ser-

vice meets at 9:30 a.m. on the 
second and fourth Thursdays  of 
July and August .  

     In order to accomplish more, 
please join us to have some fun 

and dessert while helping others.  Bring a 
sack lunch. We need you!! Contact Sue Wal-

ler (918-335-2091 ) for more information. 

                                                                              Stewardship Ministry 
                                                              Bob Wyckoff, chair 

                           Redeemer Lutheran Church – August 2013 Newsletter Article  

 

“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to miss the future.”  - 

John F. Kennedy, Thirty-fifth President of the United States of America 

 

Wow here we are in the second half 2013 and time marches on as we go about our daily activities.   

 

Looking back four years to 2009, we initiated a series of stewardship programs to bring Redeemer Lutheran Church 

to present. New mission/vision statements were adopted, core values were prioritized, and critical staffing positions 

were filled. The Vision 2020 Team was established to provide the direction and commitment to tasks at hand en-

couraging growth at Redeemer. Consecrated Stewards, Consecrated Lord to Thee, and Give It All You’ve Got pro-

grams were completed to enrich our member’s commitment to time, talent, and treasure. 

 

Going forward we need to energize our Vision 2020 Team. On the list of “to do” items is the hiring of an architectur-

al firm to complete a study of the current facilities. Two items for consideration are the renovation of staff office 

space and outdoor activity areas for our youth. Gifting and endowment programs are in the plans to ensure the 

growth of Redeemer remains vibrant and pleasing to God. Volunteers are needed to carry on the fine work being 

accomplished with our ministries and small group entities in alignment with our Vision 2020 initiatives. 
 

Mark your calendars on the fifth Sunday, September 29, 2013 to attend a special event. The Stewardship Ministry 

will host a luncheon after the 10:45 morning service honoring our members who volunteer their services at Re-

deemer. In addition, members who would like to serve in some capacity will have the opportunity to visit with active 

volunteers.  Together we can accomplish many tasks in supporting our church and providing outreach as disciples. 

Reference reading: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15(for God loves a cheerful giver). 

SEE YOU ALL on September 29, 2013 for this important event!! 

100
th

 Birthday Celebration 

The family of Rev. Dr. Clarence Knip-
pa invites you to join them in celebrat-
ing Pastor Knippa’s 100th birthday!  The 
open house will be held on Saturday, 

August 17th from 2-5PM at the City View Lounge at Monte-
reau, 6800 South Granite Ave., Tulsa.  The party is casual 
attire; no gifts please.   If you wish to attend, please RSVP to 
his daughter, Jane Frost, frostintul@att.net. 

FLOWERS TO GRACE OUR ALTAR 
 

If you would like to provide 
flowers for the altar on Sundays 
in memory or in honor of a loved 
one, a special occasion, or to the 
glory of God, you may do so by 
signing up on the flower chart on 

the bulletin board in the Narthex.  Upcoming 
Sundays that are open include:  August 18th 
and September 15 and 22nd, October 13 and 
20th.  What a privilege it is to add to the 
worship on Sundays by gracing the altar 

with flowers of God’s creation.  What a way 
to say, “Thank you, God, for all your good-

ness and blessing.”  

Sunday School—Another 

reason to get your little (and big) 

ones to church is Sunday School. 

The teachers not only faithfully 

teach God’s truth, but they also 

support at church what you are 

doing and teaching your children 

at home. These classes echo and 

therefore strengthen your messag-

es about salvation through Chris-

tian values, conduct, character, 

friendships, goals —messages 

relevant to the important decisions 

children make as they grow and 

MIDWEEK BEGINS 

SEPTEMER  4, 2013 
 

That’s right!  Youth Confirmation 
class and other Youth and Chil-
dren’s Classes begin as well.  An 
adult class will also be offered.  
Be looking for more information 

to follow. 

At this time, we are needing a 
meal coordinator,  many meal 
teams will return in service to 
their Lord.  If you are willing 
consider this position, please, 
contact Pastor Carter in the 

Church Office. 

mailto:frostintul@att.net
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August 2013 R e d e e m e r  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  

Youth Corner 
Dates of  

Importance 

 Youth Bible Study - 
every Sunday  
morning at 9:30 am 

 Midweek - every 
Wednesday during 
school year at 5:45 
pm 

 Associate Pastor 
Shupe’s Ordination 
and Installation - 
August 4th - 4:00 pm 

Be sure to check out our Youth Group page on Facebook and our 

Twitter account @RLCBVLYouth 

2013 LCMS National Youth Gathering  

Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits 
From their donation drive back in May, our youth were able to assemble 

45 personal care kits to send to Lutheran World Relief to be sent  

overseas. That is over 250 items that will be sent to people in need. Way 

to go guys!  

Thank You 
Thank you to everyone 

who helped organize 

and those who partici-

pated in the this year’s 

NYG youth service. 

Thank you to Emily and 

Monica for sharing a 

few words about your 

experiences. Everyone 

loved the service and 

learning more about 

what the youth did 

while in San Antonio.  
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Report from the Treasurer, Terri Rau 
 

Below are our Operating Fund (Budget) results through June 2013.  The cumulative cash available in the Oper-
ating Fund was $178,673 and total cash, including Mothers Day Out and restricted funds, was $244,814.   
 

The balance due on the internal loan to the Family Life Center Fund is $53,149.  The monthly payment is $3,071 
and annual interest is 5%.   
   

For June 2013 YTD and the entire years of 2012 / 2011, average monthly receipts were $38,958 / $42,915 / 
$40,941, and average monthly operating expenditures were $40,525 / $47,858 / $35,334.  Our 2013 Budget of 
$547,300 is about $45,608 per month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In  God’s Service,   

Terri 

Financial Summary Month June Year to Date 

  June 2013 June 2012 2013 2012 

Budget Receipts $37,103 36,300 $233,748 234,634 

Budget Expenditures $44,562 43,636 $243,147 220,360 

Budget Surplus /(Deficit) $(7,459) (7,336) $(9,399) 14,274 

   
 

 

 

On Sunday, August 4, 2013 at 4:00 P.M.  Redeemer Lutheran Church ac-

cepted me as your Associate Pastor of Youth and Family Ministries.  I want 

to thank everyone who worked so hard to make that day such a special day 

for me and for my family.  We are honored to be here and be able to start our 

service to the Lord in your midst.  Over the next few months I hope to get to 

know as many of you as possible.   

 

Thank You! 
Pastor Bill Shupe 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
                        

2 

 

3     
1 

7:00 p.m. 

“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class  

 4  

8:15 a.m.  

Divine Worship with  

Holy Communion 
9:30 a.m.   

Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

4:00 William 
Shupe’s  

Ordination 
and Potluck 

5 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

11:30-1:00  

Red Hat  

Purple Circle 

Midway Cafe 

 6 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. 

Adult Fellowship  

Bible Study 

5:00 Tulsa  

  Driller’s Game  
 

7 

9:15-2:45 MDO  
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9:30 am Mission  

               Service 
7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
 

 

9 10 

 

11 

8:15 a.m.  

Divine  Service  
9:30 a.m..  

       Sunday School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

            Service  

Holy Communion 

12 

9:15-2:45 MDO  
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School Begins 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m.  

    Adult  Fellowship                  

          Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. Bunco  

7:00 pm Council Mtg. 

14 

9:15-2:45 MDO 

  

 

 

15 

 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
 

16 17 

18  

8:15 a.m.  

Divine Service  

Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. Sunday  

            School 

10:45 a.m.  

Contemporary  

Service  

19 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

20 

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 
9:15-2:45 MDO 

12:00 p.m.   

      Adult Fellowship   

          POTLUCK 

6:30 pm Heirloom  

               Sewing          

21 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

22 

9:30 am Mission  

              Service 

7:00 p.m. Elder’s    
           Meeting 
   

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
  

23 

 

24 

   

 

 

 

258:15 am  

        Divine  Service   

9:30 am Sun. School 

10:45 am  

Contemporary  

Service   

Holy Communion 

  

26 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

27  

8:30 a.m. Staff Mtg. 
9:15-2:45 MDO  

2:00 p.m. Adult                

            Fellowship  

            Bible Study 

 

 

28 

9:15-2:45 MDO  

 

 

 

29 

7:00 p.m.  
“Just Doing It” 

Exercise Class 
 

30 31 

  2013  
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August 2013 Birthdays                 
8-1 Brylee Buesser, 

    1 Sondra Daniels 

    1 Penny Thomas 

    1 Grayson Ward 

    3 Philip Larson 

    3 Rachel Merritt 

    3 Ed Savage 

    4 Misty Martin 

    5 George Brown 

    6 Glenda Heideman 

    6 Bob Pinnick 

   6 Lois Bergstad 

   8 Steven Hayes 

 10 Benjamin Eggert 

10 Beth Fredrick 

12 Lloyd Waller 

13 Pat Kahre 

15 Lydia Daniels 

15 Terry Roby 

15 Ellwyn Thomas 

15 Irene Wilip 

17 Fredrick Nilsen 

19 Babette Ashe 

19 Bob Schuette 

21 Shalonna Fugett 

21 Elaine Gay 

22 Linda Siemers 

22 Lorene Wagner 

23 Lisa Beckrow 

24 Sharon Hopkins 

24 Margaret Lott 

25 Beth Eiden 

26 Heather Cronk 

26 Greta Miller 

26 Andrew Ward 

28 Hunter McDaniel 

30 Debra Dixon 

30 Carol Quinn 

31 Libby Atkinson 

31 Debbie Clark 

8-4 Clifford & Ruth Holmes 

   7 John & DeAnna Kahre 

   9 Tom & Marsha Woodson 

 10 Farrell & Barbara Oldham 

12 Bill & Irene VanWey 

17 Steve & Virginia DeFrees 

18 Art & Jo Ann Radke 

24 Randy & Rhonda Bluhm 

27 Ron & Roberta Hall 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

3700 SE Woodland Rd  

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

August 2013 Anniversaries 


