


ADDRESS AND BLESSING OF THE PASCHAL 
CANDLE



PSALM 30, antiphon v5b
P Although we know what the morning 

holds, we are keeping vigil. What 
happened to Jesus’ lifeless body will, by 
the grace of God, occur to ours. Already 
this evening, we are able to pray Psalm 
30, for we know that joy comes with the 
morning.



PSALM 30
P Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 

comes with the morning.
P 1I will extol you, O LORD, for you have 

drawn me up
C and have not let my foes rejoice over me.



P 2O LORD my God, I cried to you for help,
C and you have healed me. 
P 3O LORD, you have brought up my soul 

from Sheol;
C you restored me to life from among 

those who go down to the pit.



P Sing praises to the LORD, O you His
saints,

C and give thanks to His holy name.

P For His anger is but for a moment,
C and His favor is for a lifetime.

C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy
comes with the morning.



P As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I shall
never be moved.”

C By Your favor, O LORD, You made my
mountain stand strong;

P You hid Your face;
C I was dismayed.

P To You, O LORD, I cry,
C and to the Lord I plead for mercy:



P “What profit is there in my death, if I go
down to the pit?

C Will the dust praise You? Will it tell of
Your faithfulness?

P Hear, O LORD, and be merciful to me!
C O LORD, be my helper!”

C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy
comes with the morning.



P You have turned for me my mourning
into dancing;

C You have loosed my sackcloth and
clothed me with gladness,

P that my glory may sing Your praise and
not be silent.

C O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You
forever!



C Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy
comes with the morning.



Let All Mortal Flesh
Keep Silence

Words from The Liturgy of St. James; Music: Traditional French Carol
Arranged by Charlie Sinclair
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Let all mortal flesh keep silence,

And with fear and trembling stand;

Ponder nothing earthly minded,

For with blessing in His hand,

Christ our God to earth descendeth,

Our full homage to demand.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,

As of old on earth He stood,

Lord of lords, in human vesture,

In the body and the blood;

He will give to all the faithful

His own self for heavenly food.

Rank on rank the host of heaven

Spreads its vanguard on the way,

As the Light of light descendeth

From the realms of endless day,

That the powers of hell may vanish

As the darkness clears away.

Alleluia! Alleluia!

Alleluia! Lord Most High.
Let All Mortal Flesh



INTRODUCTION TO READINGS
P In this most holy night our Savior, Christ the 

Lord, broke the power of death and by His 
resurrection brought life and salvation to all 
creation. Let us praise the Lord, for He truly 
keeps His Word. The sun of righteousness has 
dawned upon us who have sat in darkness 
and in the shadow of death.



READINGS OF THE EASTER VIGIL



PRAYER OF THE DAY HOLY SATURDAY
P O God, creator of heaven and earth, 

grant that as the crucified body of Your 
dear Son was laid in the tomb and rested 
on this holy Sabbath, so we may await 
with Him the coming of the third day, 
and rise with Him to newness of life, 
who lives and reigns with You and 



P the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.



1 PETER 4:1–8
Stewards of God’s Grace

1Since therefore Christ suffered in the 
flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, 2so as to live for 
the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 
human passions but for the will of God. 3The 



time that is past suffices for doing what the 
Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. 4With respect 
to this they are surprised when you do not 
join them in the same flood of debauchery, 
and they malign you; 5but they will give 
account to him who is ready to judge the 
living and 



the dead. 6For this is why the gospel was 
preached even to those who are dead, that 
though judged in the flesh the way people 
are, they might live in the spirit the way God 
does.

7The end of all things is at hand; therefore 
be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving 



one another earnestly, since love covers a 
multitude of sins.

L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.



HYMN: 552 O CHRIST, WHO SHARED OUR 
MORTAL LIFE



O Christ, who shared our mortal life
And ended death’s long reign,

Who healed the sick and raised the dead
And bore our grief and pain:

We know our years on earth are few,
That death is always near.

Come now to us, O Lord of Life;
Bring hope that conquers fear!



Death’s power holds us still in thrall
And bears us toward the tomb.

Death’s dark’ning cloud hangs like a pall
That threatens earth with doom.

But You have broken death’s embrace
And torn away its sting.

Restore to life our mortal race!
Raise us, O Risen King!

Text: © 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004547



HOLY GOSPEL
P The Holy Gospel according to St. 

Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus Is Buried
57When it was evening, there came a rich 

man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who 



also was a disciple of Jesus. 58He went to 
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then 
Pilate ordered it to be given to him. 59And 
Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a 
clean linen shroud 60and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And 
he rolled a great stone to the entrance of 
the tomb and went away. 61Mary Magdalene 
and 



the other Mary were there, sitting opposite 
the tomb.

The Guard at the Tomb
62Next day, that is, after the day of 

Preparation, the chief priests and the 
Pharisees gathered before Pilate 63and said, 
“Sir, we remember how that impostor said, 
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I 



will rise.’ 64Therefore order the tomb to be 
made secure until the third day, lest his 
disciples go and steal him away and tell the 
people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and 
the last fraud will be worse than the first.” 
65Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of 
soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 
66So they went and made the tomb secure 
by 



sealing the stone and setting a guard.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.



Sermon



AFFIRMATION OF OUR BAPTISMAL FAITH

P Do you this day in the presence of God
and of this congregation acknowledge
the gifts that God gave you in your
Baptism?

C Yes, I do.
P Do you renounce the devil and all his

works and all his ways?
C Yes, I renounce them.



PROFESSION OF FAITH
P Do you believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth?
C Yes, I believe in God, the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.



P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son?

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only 
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died and was buried; He 
descended into hell; 



C the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven and sits 
at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence He will come to 
judge the living and the dead.



P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.



PROFESSION OF FAITH
P You have been baptized and catechized 

in the Christian faith according to our 
Lord’s bidding. Jesus said, “Whoever 
confesses Me before men, I will also 
confess before My Father who is in 
heaven. But whoever denies Me before 
men, I will also deny before My Father 



P who is in heaven.” Lift up your hearts, 
therefore, to the God of all grace and 
joyfully give answer to what I now ask 
you in the name of the Lord.



P Do you this day in the presence of God 
and of this congregation acknowledge 
the gifts that God gave you in your 
Baptism?

C Yes, I do.



P Do you hold all the prophetic and 
apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired 
Word of God?

C I do.



P Do you confess the doctrine of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn 
from the Scriptures, as you have learned 
to know it from the Small Catechism, to 
be faithful and true?

C I do.



P Do you intend to hear the Word of God 
and receive the Lord’s Supper faithfully?

C I do, by the grace of God.



P Do you intend to live according to the 
Word of God, and in faith, word, and 
deed to remain true to God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, even to death?

C I do, by the grace of God.



P Do you intend to continue steadfast in 
this confession and Church and to suffer 
all, even death, rather than fall away 
from it?

C I do, by the grace of God.

P We rejoice with thankful hearts that you 
have been baptized and have received 



P the teaching of the Lord. You have 
confessed the faith and been absolved 
of your sins. As you continue to hear the 
Lord’s Word and receive His blessed 
Sacrament, He who has begun a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at 
the day of Jesus Christ.

C Amen.



BLESSING
P The almighty God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has given you the new 
birth of water and of the Spirit and has 
forgiven you all your sins, strengthen 
you with His grace to life T everlasting.

C Amen.



COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

O God, You desire not the death of 
sinners, but rather that they turn from 
their wickedness and live. We implore 
You to have compassion on the frailty of 
our mortal nature, for we acknowledge 
that we are dust and to dust we shall 



P return. Mercifully pardon our sins that 
we may obtain the promises You have 
laid up for those who are repentant; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and 

teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven;



C give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory



C forever and ever. Amen.



HYMN



RESPONSES Psalm 130:5–6
P I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
C and in His word I hope;

P my soul waits for the Lord more than 
watchmen for the morning, 

C more than watchmen for the morning. 



Please observe silence while departing.
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