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John 15—16 

But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
John 20:31 

 As we study these events together,  

watch for the idea of “knowing” and God’s love. 

 

15:1-4  Vine and the branches 
 How is this section a continuation of the promise of the Spirit? 

 

Vines must be pruned (so nutrients go toward fruit, not useless branches) 

 How is this an apt description of the Christian life? 

 

 

15:16 How is it a great blessing and comfort to know you were chosen 

rather than choosing Christ? (This theme will come up again…) 

 

15:18 -25  The Gospel of John includes “world” 78 times 
 (compared to 47 in all of Paul’s letters combined) 

3 meanings are behind “the world”? 

  Creation 

  All people in the world 

  People in opposition to God 

How do you know which one is meant? 

 

15:18-19 why does “The world” hate Christians? 

 

What are Christians to do when the world hates and persecutes us? 

 Matthew 5:11-12, 44   Luke 23:34. 

 

Where are we to look when persecuted? 

 I Peter 5:6-7, 10 

“…so that the world may know 

that you sent me and loved 

them even as you loved me.” 

John 17:23 



15:27 Christians are to “testify” – be witnesses 
 Why?  Acts 10:39-41 

  

 How?  John 15:26 

 

 What are some ways we witness today? 

 

16:8-11  The Holy Spirit “convicts” the world 
 In Sin (Acts 2:37, 41) 

 

 In Righteousness (Matthew 5:48) 

 

 In Judgment (Romans 3:19-24) 

  Why don’t Christians fear the judgment? John 5:24 

 

16:17-22 Grief will turn to joy 
 To what “departure and return” is Jesus referring? 

  

Does the promise of future joy make grief go away today? 

  How do we live this out in our lives? 

 

 

John 16:24  Do we hesitate to pray for “trivial” things? 

 John 2:1-11 

 

John 16:26-28 

Why can we pray in Jesus’ Name and directly to the Father?  

 

 

 

What does Jesus want his disciples to know in this section? 


