
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What do the verbs of 43:1 tell you about God and about yourself? 

 

Some people assume (and even teach) that God wants all people to be 

“happy” (prosperity gospel).  What words of 43:2 (and all of 1-7) 

show that this is not the case? 

How can a “prosperity gospel” perspective be dangerous to real faith? 

 

 

43:10 and 43:12 calls God’s people “witnesses”.  How are we His 

witnesses today?  How can that fact be a comfort in times of trouble?  

 

43:18-19 God declares He is doing a “new thing”.  What things should 

be left in the past?  (See Romans 6:1-4) 

 

In what ways is it good to remember past glories?  In what ways can it 

be unhelpful to dwell on past glories? 

 

Consider the imagery of 44:3. How are we a “thirsty land”?   

How specifically are we filled/satisfied? 

 

What extreme irony is present in 44:12-13? 

How do we exhibit this same irony in our lives? 

 

When God gave Isaiah the prophesy of 44:24-45:7 Jerusalem was still 

a prosperous city with daily sacrifices at the magnificent Temple.  

How strange would these words wound to people of that day? 

 

How comforting would this prophesy be through the next 200 years as 

God’s people were taken into exile by Babylon and then allowed to 

return under King Cyrus of Persia? 

Regarding this prophesy, how are we similar to Isaiah’s people? 

 

Is it surprising that God used Cyrus, a polytheistic ruler, for His 

purposes?  Who else does God surprisingly work through? 

 

What does this tell you about God and events yesterday, today, and 

tomorrow? 

 

45:9-14 (Romans 9) reminds us not to “question God”.  What is the 

difference between asking questions and “questioning”?  How does the 

promise of 45:18-19 help? 

 

Teenagers often assert their budding independence with the statement 

“It’s my life!”  In what ways do Christian adults continue this attitude?  

What does God have to say about it in Isaiah 46? 

  

What portions of Isaiah 46 give comfort in the face of our rebellion? 

 

What does Isaiah 47 have to say about the pride of nations? 

… the pride of Christians who compare themselves to others? 

 

Why are the practices highlighted in 47:12-15 dangerous? 

 

As God describes stubborn Israel (48:1-6), what ways do you find 

yourself stubbornly resisting God’s way? (i.e. forgiving someone, 

witnessing, giving, gathering with God’s people in worship, etc.)  

 

48:6 What are the “new things” stubborn Israel had not known? 

 

48:10 What is the purpose of “refining”?  

What is the difference between punishment and discipline? 

 

48:12-15 God implores His people to listen.  How is “listening” more 

than simply “hearing”? 

 

What great truth of God do you see in 48:16? 

 

How are we also (and in greater way) to follow 48:20? 

 


