
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapters 36-39 are a historical narrative (see II Kings 18-20). 

The nation of Judah was subject to Assyria.  They were to pay tribute 

and restrict relationship with other nations.  King Hezekiah is rebelling 

against this relationship by relying on God.  The Assyrian Commander 

shows his misunderstanding and highlights Hezekiah’s faithfulness. 

(36:7)   

How are we called to do the same as Hezekiah? 

 

Hezekiah receives a letter with further threats (37:14-20) what is his 

faithful action?  How are we called to do this today? 

 

God condemns Sennacherib’s boasting (37:24-25)  Why is his boasting 

an insult to God? (37:26)  How is our boasting similarly condemned in 

the scriptures? 

 

How are God’s words in 37:28-29 comforting to us today (especially 

regarding leaders of nations including our own)? 

 

How does God fulfill His word of 37:33-35 and 31:8? (see 37:36-38) 

 

When Hezekiah is told that he will die from illness (38:1) what request 

does he make of God and why is it surprising? 

 

God answers Hezekiah’s prayer that He will add 15 years to his life.   

What would you do if you were told you had an exact number of years 

to live? 

 

Does God’s answer to Hezekiah mean God always answers “yes” to 

faithful people?  

What is the relationship between an obedient, righteous life and 

prayers answered?  (Consider John 15:7, 16 James 5:16 I John 3:21-22 

and what is the basis of a righteous life.) 

 

What does Hezekiah’s action with the Babylonian envoy suggest? 

(39:2)  How are we tempted in this way today? 

 

What is the warning / prophesy that results? (39:5-7) 

 

What does Hezekiah’s response suggest? (39:8) 

 

The fall of Jerusalem to Babylon (in 3 sieges) does not take place for 

another 100 years, decades after Isaiah’s death.  (read Jeremiah 24 and 

Daniel 1). Chapter 40 is another significant “timeline shift” as Isaiah is 

given a vision of the future, the return of the exiles 538BC under the 

Persian King Cyrus.  

What do you read in 40:3-5 that shows that this comfort is not only for 

the Babylonian exiles? 

 

Chapter 40 (especially 6-7 and 21-31) is a contrast between God’s 

eternal power over His creation and man’s temporary abilities.  How is 

this contrast a “comfort” for us today? 

 

Chapter 41 is a prophesy of God showing His work in all world events 

– including raising up the conqueror “from the East” (King Cyrus of 

Persia).   

41:5-7 To what do people look for protection today? 

What can make these things into “idols”? 

41:8-20 What message is contained for us in our “triumphs”? 

41:22-23, 28-29 What do people look to today to know the future? 

 

41:8-9 “My servant” refers to Israel.  Who is “my servant” in 42:1?  

 

How is Mark 9:21-24 (and similar events) a fulfilment of 42:3? 

 

The triumph of chapters 40-42 come after the exile, which comes 

because Israel is “deaf and blind” (42:18-25)   

How is this section a comfort to Christians today? 

 


