
 

FOUNDATION OF FAITH 
See, I lay a stone in Zion, a tested stone, 

    a precious cornerstone for a sure foundation 

       Isaiah 28:16 

January 15: Guiding Foundation 
 

 

 

What does God tell His people to do? 
Genesis 1:28; John 20:21-23; Matthew 28:18-20 

 

Do we become Christians by doing what God says? 

 

Why “do”? 

 + We have a ______________ with _______ 
  

+Living life God’s way __________________ relationships with 

___________ 
  

+______  ____  ______ 

 

The Bible has 3 kinds of laws 

 Civil: for order in the nation of Israel 
  

 Ceremonial: point to Jesus as the one sacrifice (fulfilled by Jesus)  
 

Moral: apply to all people 
 

 

The Law of God has a three-fold use 
  

A CURB, provides ____________________  
 

A MIRROR, shows our ______ 
  

A GUIDE, shows us how to ________  ________  ______ 

 

The Foundation of Faith is God’s mercy  

as He has revealed Himself in Jesus Christ. 
 

“Foundations” explores the ways God gives to receive and live out His grace in Christ Jesus. 
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 The “10 Commandments” 
Exodus 20   What just happened?  What does this show about God? 

How does God begin His “commandments”? Exodus 20:2 

The “10 Commandments” existed before they were written  
Romans 2:14-15, 7:7-8     Genesis 3, 4 

What did Jesus say about God’s Commandments?  Matthew 22:35-40 

 Love _______   Love ______________ 

3 misunderstandings of God’s commandments: 
Action / Heart (Matthew 5) 
Exist to Condemn – Yes, but also to guide (psalm 19:7-9) 
Are all negative (“Thou shalt not…”) Luther’s Catechism(s) help… 

 
Different numbers? 
The commandments are in order 

Begin at the beginning – “have no other gods” 
 Why? 

“I am the Lord…” 
How? 

Fear, Love, and Trust in God above all things (Small Catechism) 
  
  What does it mean to have a god?  A god means that from which we 
are to expect all good and in which we are to take refuge… like God is saying 
“Whatever you lack of good things, expect it from Me.  Look to Me for it.  And 
whenever you suffer misfortune and distress, crawl and cling to Me.  I, yes I, will 
give you enough and help you out of every need.  Do not let your heart cleave to 
or rest on another.” (Large Catechism) 
 
Example: money 

How is money a god for those who have it? How much is enough? 
How is money a god for those who do not have it?  Lottery, casinos, etc. 

 
All the rest of God’s Words for Life rest on this One: Have no other gods. 

 

The Bible was written for one primary purpose: 
…so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name. John 20:31 
The Bible is also filled with practical guidance for living in the world as 

Christians, and serves as a type of “owner’s manual” from our Creator God.  


