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Whatever standard 
we choose, be it 

tithing or some other, it 
must never be confused 
with the reason for 
giving. We give because 
God has blessed us 
and because we want 
with all our hearts and 
minds to return to God 
that which has been 
given.

understand. Don’t you realize that af-
ter I have done all these things, after I 
have given all this money, that I am not 
giving anything. I still have everything 
that I could possibly want or need or 
imagine left and I cannot get rid of it. 
It goes on and it has to go on because 
while I give a lot of it away, the rest of 
it is used to keep people in employment 

to keep industry going, to keep mines 
open, to keep newspapers being printed, 
in the variety of things that I own and in 
which I am interested, and these people 
are there and I cannot get out. I cannot 
throw it aside. I still have the respon-

But as they sat there, the man leaned 
forward and said, “Now listen, I want 
you to listen to me very carefully be-
cause I have something to say and I want 
to be understood. I want you to know 
that there is an essential and abiding 
tragedy at the heart of my life.” When 
the pastor said this to me, my heart just 
simply went down.

This man had done so much for so 
many and given away millions, and en-
dowed all kinds of worthwhile ventures; 
and I thought ... great heavens, what 
kind of thing is he going to confess to 
me that I am going to have to live with 
when I have had so much confidence in 
him?

The man said “yes, the great and 
abiding tragedy at the heart of my life 
is that I have no capacity to give. I can-
not give anything.” The pastor replied 
“what do you mean, you cannot give 
anything. You’ve endowed hospitals, 
crippled children’s centers, you have 
given millions away, literally millions, 
for all kinds of great and good work in-
cluding the whole program of the church 
at home and overseas, and in social en-
terprise and service.” To which the man 
responded “I didn’t think you would 
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(Continued on page 4)

There is a story that goes back to the 1970s, told to 
me by the pastor of one of the wealthiest men in 
the area. This man came into his pastor’s study 

one morning and said, “Pastor, can I have an hour of 
your time?” I imagine that when you are the pastor of one 
of the wealthiest men around you do not have much trouble 
finding an hour of time for him!
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Giving is an adventure that makes one feel good about life. It in itself helps 
one to experience happiness. Giving brings us together because there must 
be a receiver as well as a giver. Many say that they are striving for happi-

ness, but remain at a distance in the clutches of monotony.
The adventure of giving releases us from doldrum. And what us surprises most is 

that it is so easy to give. Give a compliment to someone. Give an hour to a friend. 
Give a portion of what we have to someone who has less.

It is by giving that we become greater than the singular man ... a transformation 
to the collective human. By giving to the church we become a part of the purpose 
for which it was created ... to spread the Good News about salvation. When we 
give of our time and talent, we are actively involved in the church’s mission. When 
we give of our wealth, we support that mission with our own power of life.

Giving is an adventure into the lives of people whom we have never met, but 
who are fellow members of the Kingdom of God. Reaching out into our hospitals 
and helping console and care for the sick is an adventure in giving. Going to a 
home for the aged and bringing food and shelter to those who need it are other ways 

of giving. Through gifts of money it is possible to educate, heal and transform those 
who, without the ministry of Christ, would continue in lonesome darkness.

Looking back then, giving our time, our talent and money is an adventure that can 
bring thrills to others and to ourselves. This is the kind of happiness so many talk 
about, but cannot find. 

The Adventure of Giving!

Monetary gifts to 
God teach us 

patience and prudence. 
We learn how to control 
our inordinate wishing 
for many things that we 
buy. This discipline of 
our will makes it easier 
for us to live God’s law.

“Notable Quote”
“It is possible to be content even when we are not 
satisfied, for contentment is an ever-present feel-
ing in the heart that comes from Christ’s presence 
in us. With this companionship it is possible to 
work hard to achieve the Lord’s doing with our 
talents and our time.”
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Your church is made up of many 
people. They come in all sizes 
and shapes. Some are tall ... 

others short. Some are big ... others 
small. All of them are important!

You have put many picture puzzles 
together. Whether the puzzles had 500 
pieces or 1,000 or more, none of them 
were complete until every piece was in 
its place. If even one piece was missing, 
the picture was not finished. A vacant 
place was left to be filled. It is the same 
way with the work of your church.

As a part of the membership of your 
church, you have a place to fill. The 
work can never be complete until your 
place is filled.

How do you fit into the work of your 
church? Some of you fill places of 
leadership while others assist in other 
ways. A beautiful picture of God work-
ing through the ministry of your church 
can be formed if each one of us works 
on the puzzle. But if even one person 
fails to fill their place, something is go-
ing to be left undone.

There are so many opportunities for 
you to serve God through the ministry 
of your church. Here are just some sug-
gestions:
Religious Education: The religious 
education program needs your atten-
dance. There’s always a place for you 
to fill.
Music Program: What church couldn’t 
use more involvement in the music pro-
gram? If your place in the choir is emp-
ty, fill it this week.

Worship Service: When God’s people 
gather for worship, the congregation 
isn’t complete if your place is empty.
Stewardship: The giving program of 
our church needs your support. Until 
every member has given as God has 
blessed him, the giving program is 
lacking. Is your part missing?

A picture puzzle is not complete un-
til every piece is in its place. Let’s work 
together to form a beautiful picture of 
what God can do through the ministry 
of your church. Let’s see if every piece 
of that picture can find and fill its place! 

Let us be generous 
with gifts we can 

give to others: Time, 
Good Example, Accep-
tance, Seeing the Best 
in People, Self-esteem, 
Self-disclosure, Helping 
Someone Learn Some-
thing New, Listening, 
Fun, Letting Others 
Give to You.

Through the Stained Glass...

Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
It comes as a surprise to many that tith-
ing was practiced in pre-biblical days 
and sometimes quite aside from re-
ligious purposes. The Egyptians and 
Chaldeans, who occupied the fertile 
valleys of the Nile long before the Old 
Testament was written, dedicated one 
tenth to their gods. The tithe was com-
mon in the history of the Phoenicians, 
Arabians, Carthaginians, Chinese, 
Greeks and Romans. Aristotle refers 
to the tithe as an ancient Hebrew law 
for the upkeep of real estate. There are 
many other references to tithing aside 
from the Scriptures. This fact is men-
tioned here only as an interesting fact 
and without claiming any theological 
significance. It has been suggested that 
the tenth was used so frequently in an-
cient times because it was easy to cal-
culate on the part of those who had no 
education.
                                      E. A. Briggs                                     
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Continued from page 1...

There is a story...

A beautiful picture of God working through the ministry of your 
church can be formed if each one of us works on the puzzle.

sibility of it and the abiding tragedy at 
the heart of my life is that I cannot give 
anything.”

The pastor said “Quite frankly, I do 
not understand the depth of the prob-
lem.” The man said, “I didn’t really 
think you would, but let me tell you 
something Pastor. It is easier for a camel 
to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” Now of course, if you go on 
with that passage of Scripture, it even-
tually comes to the place where it says 
“with man some things are impossible, 
but with God all things are possible,” 
even the rescuing of a rich man. But 
that is an astonishing insight, that it is 
difficult and requires divine grace to be 
able to love and to have so much. We 
are the first class passengers on space-
ship earth, we are the rich man, and it 
may be that there is an abiding tragedy 
at the heart of our life, unless by some 
divine grace we become able to love and 
to give because we love. 

                              H. Vaughn


