
Week 3 

1/16/22  

Journey to  

Jerusalem  

(part 1) 

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, 

Jesus resolutely set out for [set his face to go to] Jerusalem. Luke 9:51 

 

Luke 9:51 “It came to pass” – signal of importance  
 Journey – “way” (psalm 1); “path” (psalm 119); “race” (Hebrews 12:1) 

“set his face”  Isaiah 50:5-7 

The two ways – death and life 

 Opposite of what we expect 

 The way of life is not our work 

  Those who are receiving life are the outcast and sinners 

 

9:51-56 -- Responding to Rejection 
Samaria – spared, so they may hear the gospel later (in God’s time)  Acts 1:8, Acts 9:31 

John, James (and we) are taught about reacting in mercy -- I John 3:11-24; 4:7-21 

How do we respond like James and John at times? 

 

9:57-10:24 -- Conditions on the journey of discipleship 
 As Jesus is on the Journey to the cross, His disciples also are sent out sacrificially 

   10:3 “lambs” – specifically for sacrifice   

 The 72 and the 12 (10:1-12 / 9:1-6) 

  Earthly family is subordinate to the heavenly kingdom/family 

How is this teaching ignored?  How is it misused? 

   

  We do not “look behind” as Jesus has “Set His face” 

Disciples are dependent on God’s provision, not their own 

Greeting of peace – similar to Jesus’ post resurrection (24:36) 
  Not just a nice thing to say, but an actual blessing 

   that “rests” or “is returned” 

 

Message – “the Kingdom of God has come near to you” 
  “Preach the Gospel, when necessary use words” 

   But PREACH THE GOSPEL 

How does the church today sometimes lose sight of the message in ministry? 

 How can we guard against this / keep our focus? 



10:25-37 “The Good Samaritan”  
 What is the point of the story? 

Context: “What must I do…?”  -- like Nicodemus (John 3) 
Jesus is not giving a new teaching, but bringing back the proper understanding of 

 God’s Word / Law  (Deuteronomy 30:12-14/Romans 10:6  Deut 9:4) 

How does this story fit in with the larger context? 

The Samaritan is the helper – not the one being helped… 

The Great Reversal – the poor / outcast are in the kingdom  

Who are the Samaritans today? 
 

The story only begins to have effect on us when we realize  

WE are the one who is half-dead and JESUS is the Samaritan 
 

10:38-42 Mary and Martha 
 “while journeying” – still on the way to Jerusalem 

Is Martha doing wrong by serving Jesus – the guest? 

 But she has forgotten to be first served by Jesus (see previous context…) 

 “We love because he first loved us” I John 4:19 

How can we guard against being “Martha” in the church today? 
 

11:1-13 “The Lord’s Prayer” (more on this in a few weeks…) 
 Context – living and loving in response to God’s love 
 “Our Father” – relationship first 

 Petitions - ALL comes from the Lord 

5-12 Illustrations – all ridiculous questions 

“Holy Spirit” -- ONLY by the gift of the Holy Spirit can we respond to God’s generosity 
 

11:14-36 Opposition  
 Jesus in the crowd -- warning more than teaching 

Accusing, testing, blessing (by a woman!) 

 Crowd hears a warning and admonition to be “clear eyed” 

We are reminded on the journey – it is a journey to the cross 
 

11:37-54 At the home of a Pharisee 
Not comfortable dinner conversation! 

Opposition / “woes” -- Blunt teaching about “inside / outside” 

  Heart (relationship) vs action (to be seen and earn a place) 

How do we need this teaching today? 
 

As Jesus continues on the journey to Jerusalem, he will teach the disciples and the 

crowds and about persecution, possessions, and hypocrisy.   (Luke 12-13) 


