
 

Revelation  21:1-22:15   

The New Jerusalem 

 

 
The vision of Revelation includes several depictions of the “end times” 

(from Christ’s Ascension to the end of time).  The last chapters show 

the New Creation after the old is destroyed.  The first striking feature 

(21:1) is there is no sea.  What negative qualities did the sea possess in 

the old earth? 

 

Outside the Temple was a large basin called the “Sea” where the 

priests would wash for purification before their duties.  Why is there 

no need for this kind of “sea” in the new Jerusalem? 

 

God invites the thirsty to drink without cost (21:6)  Compare this 

image with John 4:13-14; John 7:38-39; and Isaiah 55:1. 

 

Verse 8 includes a list of those who are excluded from the city.  If 

anyone who has done these things is sent into the lake of fire, then 

who can live?  Compare verse 27 (watch the verb tense). 

 

21:9-27 describes the “Bride” – the Holy City of (the New) Jerusalem.  

What number appears many times?  Verses 12 and 14 give the reason 

for this number (as seen throughout the Revelation).   

 

The foundations are described as different precious stones.  Some of 

the specific stones are difficult to translate, but many correspond with 

the stones in the breastplate of the High Priest (Exodus 28:15-21) 

which also bore the names of the tribes of Israel.  What does this 

connection suggest about the glorified church? (I Peter 2:9) 

 

The Holy City is a perfect cube (21:16) as was the Holy of Holies in 

the Temple.  What comparisons can be made – and what does this 

mean for the church? 

 

What is significant about the gates always being open? (21:25) 

 

 The Lamb is the lamp in the city – there is no need for sun or moon. 

(21:23; 22:5)  Is this “just imagery” or something more?  Compare to 

Psalm 119:105; John 1:1-5; Genesis 1:3,14 

 

21:27 gives two sets of people: those who do shameful things and 

those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of Life.  Which 

comes first, the action or the book?  Which is the cause/effect?  Keep 

in mind Mark 3:28-29. 

 

22:1-6 describes the beautiful paradise.  Compare the image of the 

river in verse 1 to the confession in the creed that the “Holy Spirit 

proceeds from the Father and the Son”.   

Also compare with Psalm 46. 

 

The New City has many similarities to Eden.  What is different about 

the Tree of Life (and the people’s use of it)? 

 

The Tree bears fruit every month, but there is not night and day. What 

does this suggest about the nature of time versus the objects that mark 

time (sun, moon, etc.)? 

Is our relationship with the creation (the sun) the source of time? 

 

22:6-11 is an epilogue to the revelation.  What is the main theme? 

(22:7, 10, 12, 20).   

 

How is the theme a warning? 

 

How is the theme a comfort? 

 

What is important about the directive to “not seal up the words”? 

 

22:14 What gives a person the right to tree of life and the City of God? 

 

22:17 What are two meanings for the Spirit and the Bride to say 

“Come!” 

 

We join in the “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!”   

How does this affect your life today?  

     


