
 

Revelation  12:1-16:21   

The Battle and the 7 Bowls 

 

 
The visions of seals and trumpets in chapters 6-11 both represent 

events from Christ’s Ascension to His Return.  Just as these two 

visions “stack” on each other rather representing linear time, the next 

visions also circle back” in time as we experience it. 

 

12:1-6  Who is the woman? 

More importantly, who is the child? 

Who is the dragon? 

 

The child is “swept up to heaven” (see Acts 1:2,9) but the woman 

remains in the wilderness for 1260 days.  How many years is that? 

What might this mean? (see 11:2,3,11) 

 

12:4,7-9 reveals events from the beginning only occasionally referred 

to in scripture (Isaiah 14:12-15; Luke 10:18). How is this scene 

disturbing?  How is it comforting? 

 

12:10-17 As the dragon pursues the woman, we see that she represents 

not just one woman.  Whom does she (and her children) represent?  

How is this disturbing?  How is it comforting? 

 

13:1-18 describes two beasts acting in the power of satan.  The first 

represents worldly powers in opposition to God – in great arrogance.  

What are some examples throughout history and today? 

 

The second beast is “like a lamb” but speaks for the dragon.  What are 

examples today of this beast?  (Matthew 7:15; 24:24) 

 

Much has been made of 666 – the number of the beast (13:18).  Greek 

and Hebrew letters also stand for numbers, so throughout history 

names have been “calculated”.  What names, beginning with “Nero 

Caesar” have been calculated to be 666?  Knowing what 6 represents 

(short of 7) with repetition, what does the number mean? 

14:1-5 describes 144,000 in contrast to those who had received the 

beast’s mark and worshipped the dragon.  As this group is a subset of 

the 144,000 in chapter 7, we know the number is symbolic, not literal 

(but still represents the same idea…) 

 

How are the messages of the three angels (14:6-12) similar / different? 

 

What do the “deeds of the followers” testify about them? (14:13) 

 

Chapter 14 again concludes a vision with the return of Christ and the 

beginning of the Eternal Age.  This time, the vision is of a harvest.  

Who accomplishes the first harvest 14:14 (see 1:13, 18). 

 

The second harvest (of grapes) is thrown into the winepress outside the 

city.  What does the location indicate about this harvest.  Considering 

the focus of the vision (chapters 12-14) why is this a fitting 

conclusion? 

 

The next vision again shows Heaven at the conclusion of all things.  

The people are singing “the Song of Moses”.  How does this song 

compare with the two songs of Moses found in the Old Testament 

(Exodus 15:1-18; Deuteronomy 32:1-43)?  

 

Chapter 16 describes 7 bowls of God’s wrath poured out on the earth.  

How do these plagues compare to the 10 plagues of Egypt 

(individually and as a group)? 

 

How should the afflicted respond (15:9)? 

How do they respond (15:9)?  

 

15:13-16  As the 6th bowl is poured out, unclean spirits like frogs come 

from the dragon and the beasts.  An army is assembled for battle on 

the last day at “Armageddon” – Hebrew for “Mountain of Megiddo”.  

Megiddo is an area southwest of the Sea of Galilee where many 

ancient battles were fought.  The mountain there is Mt. Carmel.  How 

is this fitting (I Kings 18)?   

 

What comfort can Christians take in these events? 

 


