
September 5 
What Does God Say About Being Holy 
 
What does it mean to be: 

Perfect 
Righteous 
Holy 

Is there a difference? 
 
Caution: English translations of the Bible are not always consistent as they use these words. 

 

Perfect – τέλειοι – from τελος – “goal” 
 

You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect  Matthew 5:48 
(Matthew 19:21 – rich man) 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; Psalm 19:7 

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 
mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.  Romans 12:2 
 
For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the perfect comes, the 
partial will pass away.  I Corinthians 13:9-10 

 
Righteous - δικαιοσύνη – blameless 
 
 Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. 
Genesis 6:9 
 

For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God. 2 Corinthians 5:21 
 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not 
before God.  For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
counted to him as righteousness.”  Romans 4:2-3 / Genesis 15:6 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205%3A21&version=ESV


Holy – ו ַ ְי ַק  ἁγίαν - sanctified - ׁשק ד

 

So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy,  Genesis 2:3 
 

(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb 
shall be called holy to the Lord”) Luke 2:23 / Numbers 18:17 
 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Romans 12:1 
 
 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, Colossians 1:21-22 
 
For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it 
is received with thanksgiving, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.   
I Timothy 4:4-5 
 

 

How often do we demand perfection (especially from public figures)? 
Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye,  

but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?  Matthew 7:3 

 
We are not perfect – by ourselves. 
 
We are given the righteousness of Christ (justified) 

and are being made righteous (sanctified) by the Holy Spirit 
 

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being 

sanctified.  Hebrews 10:14 

We have been declared holy – set apart for God’s purpose  
and because of the Gospel, are free to behave as holy people. 

  To be His people, to share His gospel 
 
…being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.  Philippians 1:6 
 


