
August 22 
What Does God Say About  

“When Bad Things Happen to Good People”? 
 
 
“You get what you deserve” 

Where is this idea popular?  Is it in God’s Word? 

 
What about the idiot driving recklessly?   

“Where’s a cop when you need one?” 
 Do you know they get away with it (or do you just not see it)? 
 Look at their car, do they avoid accidents? 
  Maybe… 

John 9:1-3 
“who sinned, this man or his parents?” 

 
If only “bad” people should have “bad things happen”, 
 how good is “good enough” to not be “bad”? 
Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person 
someone might possibly dare to die.  Romans 5:7 
 What does this mean? – look at the context  

 
What makes something “bad”? 

What is the purpose of life? 
Often “bad things” lead to… 

 
Why do “bad things” happen? 
 Sin 
 
The scriptures teach us how to respond to sin in the world 
 Especially in the lament psalms 
Laments are not just complaining, but turning to God when suffering sin’s effects 

 
Psalm 44:17-22 

 



Why doesn’t God “do something”? 
 
We expect:  
 Glorious God to show His glory 
 Powerful God to act in power 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect 
in weakness.”  II Corinthians 12:9 
 
I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world but that you protect them from the evil one. John 17:14-15 
 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you 
will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world. John 16:33 
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How to care 
for someone 
suffering: 

 
“Don’t tell me 
how to feel” 

 
Listen 

 
Remind of 

God’s mercy 
and love 

 
 
  

For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort 
abounds through Christ. II Corinthians 1:3-7 


