
August 1 
What Does God Say About “Big” Sins? 
 
What sins do you see (in others or yourself)? 
What sins do you ignore? 

Homosexual behavior 
Vulgar language 
Smoking 
Saying “Oh my God” or “Jesus Christ” as an expletive 

Which of these is “the worst”? 

 
10 Commandments: Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy  
 
Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy.  Romans 13:13 

 

The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry 

and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, 

factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that 

those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.   Galatians 5:19-21 

 

What makes one sin “bigger” than another? 
 Consequence to others?  -- “I’m not hurting anyone” 
 Eternal effect? – “A loving God wouldn’t…” 
 

 

 

What makes something a sin? 
What does all sin have it its root? 

 
 
 …but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and 

enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-

grown, gives birth to death.  James 1 

 
For the wages of sin is death…  Romans 6:23a 

 



…but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 6:23b 

 
 
And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, but blasphemy against the 

Spirit will not be forgiven. Matthew 12:31 
 
What is “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit?” 
 (What is the primary work of the Holy Spirit?) 
John 14-16 
“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 

truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me.  John 15:26 

 
Rejecting the Holy Spirit means rejecting the gift of the Savior. 

Matthew 23:37; Acts 7:51 
 

John 20:21-23 
 When are we to forgive? 
 When are we not? 

 
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 

confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. I John 1:8-9 

 

Unforgiving servant -- Matthew 18:21-35 
Forgiveness (mine or another’s) begins with recognizing debt – calling sin “sin” 

 
All sin is rooted in the 1st Commandment (rejecting God). – Psalm 51:4 
 When we ignore sin – any sin – we are listening to Satan “Did God really say” 

 
 
How do you stay dry? 
Only by: 

Acknowledging it is raining (call it sin) 
Having your umbrella (know Jesus) 
Standing under the umbrella (trust in Jesus as your only Savior) 

 

 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He 

gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  I Corinthians 15 


