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What Does God Say About Traditions? 
 
What traditions do you enjoy? 
 Christmas (when is the “right” time to open presents?) 
 Summer vacations 

 
 
What is “Traditional” Worship? (Why is this a bad label?) 
 Liturgy 
  Order But everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way. I Cor 14:40 
  Biblical – most of what is said/sung is quoted from scripture 

 
 
 Music 
It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High  Psalm 92:1 

   
 Exodus 15:20  Nehemiah 12:27,31 Acts 16:25  Ephesians 5:19  
 
David told the leaders of the Levites to appoint their fellow Levites as musicians 
to make a joyful sound with musical instruments: lyres, harps and cymbals. Chr 15:16 

 
 
  

Physical elements in worship 
  Altar, pulpit 

Vestments, collar  
Water, Wine, Bread 

  
 
What is special about the pieces of creation that are used in worship? 
 
 
What makes them holy? 
 
 



What does God say about worship traditions? 
 Laws – Deuteronomy 12, Leviticus,  
Always keep in mind the 3 categories of Old Testament Laws:  

ceremonial, civil, moral 
 

 Mark 7 
“You have a fine way of setting aside the commands of God  

in order to observe your own traditions!  

 
What causes Jesus to comment about traditions? 
 
What tradition does He use as an example? 
 
Is this about worship? 
 

 

 
What is good about traditions? 
 History 

  
Focus 
 
Connection 
 
 

What can be dangerous about traditions? 
 
 
 
Augsburg Confession -- Article VII: Of the Church. 
Also they teach that one holy Church is to continue forever. The Church is the congregation of 
saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly administered. 
And to the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel 
and the administration of the Sacraments. Nor is it necessary that human traditions, that is, 
rites or ceremonies, instituted by men, should be everywhere alike.  As Paul says: One faith, 
one Baptism, one God and Father of all, etc. Eph. 4:5-6. 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%204.5-6

