
June 27 
What Does God Say About Divorce? 
 
God’s plan for family does not include divorce 

 
 “God hates divorce” (Malachi 2:16) 

 Very wide variety in the translation of this verse… 

 
God “divorced Israel” 

Jeremiah 3:8 
 Is this talking about marriage? 
 Is this a model for our marriages? 
 

Laws about divorce 
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 

 
Matthew 5:31-32 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I 

tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the victim of 

adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery 
 
Matthew 19:3-12 
Jesus replied, “Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it 

was not this way from the beginning.  

 
I Corinthians 7 

10 To the married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate 

from her husband. 11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled 

to her husband. And a husband must not divorce his wife. 

12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not a believer 

and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her.  

15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in such 

circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 



Why talk about divorce? 
 Because divorce touches our family 
  We are not just talking about unrelated topics – this is life in the world today 

 
 
“No fault divorce”? 
 “Better for the kids” 

Story of the angry boy 

 
 
“Always do the right thing” 

Choices in the world 
When faced with “the lesser of evils” 
 How do you know what is right? 

 
 Does “less wrong” make a right? 

 
 
Divorce always involves ____________________   ______ 
 
How do we live with our divorced family? 
 
 
How do we live with divorce? 
 

 
“Sin boldly” – Luther 
What do people mean? 
 Cheap grace 
What does this mean? 
 We all need Jesus - always 
   


