
June 13 
What Does God Say About the Authority of Scripture 
 
Religious texts:  
 Collections of moral stories – illustrating how to be good 

 Collection of Wisdom / Doctrine – telling how to be good 

Bible – History / wisdom writings / letters of doctrine  
 Illustrating and teaching God’s mercy and how His creation is to respond 

How did we get the Bible? 
66 books or 1?  

 OT – 39 books -- written by dozens of people over more than 1000 years  
NT – 27 books – written by 14(?) people over 50 years 

 The OT canon was established well before the time of Jesus  
(and even translated into Greek – Septuagint LXX) 

 The NT canon was established by the 3rd or 4th century.   
Athanasius published the list we know in 367 

The Word of God is more than a book 
For the word of God is alive and active.  Hebrews 4:12 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  John 1:14 
 

Inspired  
  All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work.   II Timothy 3:16-17  
  

For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though 
human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. II Peter 1:21 

 
 “The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; 

   His Word was on my tongue  II Samuel 23:2 

 
Not dictated  
 Inspired – through God’s creation, using His gifts 
   
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=II+Timothy+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29871a


Inerrant 

All your words are true; 
    all your righteous laws are eternal  Psalm 119:160 

 
Sanctify them by  the truth; your word is truth John 17:17  

  

 
Why was the Bible written (and preserved)? 
 But these are written that you may believe 
 that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God,  
and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
      John 20:31 

You study the Scriptures diligently because  
you think that in them you have eternal life.  
These are the very Scriptures that testify about me, 

      John 5:39 
 

 
 
More than words 
 God’s Word is Performative and Efficacious 

And God said… Genesis 1 
 
so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  

It will not return to me empty, 
but will accomplish what I desire  

 and achieve the purpose for which I sent it  Isaiah 55:11 
 

How do we read the scriptures? 
 Be careful of being Sadducees / Pharisees (Revelation 22:18-19) 

“This part doesn’t apply to us…” 
“What God really meant was…” 

 

Be a Berean!  Acts 17:11 
If we disagree with God’s Word, then guess who needs to change… 


