
May 16 
Nehemiah 3-6 
 

 

Why did Nehemiah lead the (third) return from exile? 
(What prompted him?) 

 
2:12-16  Nehemiah studied the situation in private. 
2:17-18 Nehemiah publically encourages the people 
 Nehemiah reminds them of _____________ 
  

Nehemiah tells _______________________ 
  

The people respond ___________________ 

 
 3:1-32 Who is building / repairing the wall (and where) 
 41 work details 

9 gates / 18 other features 
What are the positions / occupations of the builders? 

  (verse 1, 8, 9, 12, 15, 17, 22, 26, 29, 32)  
 Where are they from?  

(verse 2, 5, 7, 13, 27) 

How are we called today to work together? 
Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-35 
I Corinthians 12  

  

4: 1-3  Opposition 
5 questions of mocking and ridicule 

How do we face the same opposition today? 

 
4:4-5 Nehemiah’s Response -- Prayer 

What is Nehemiah praying for (and NOT praying for)? 
Wordplay: despised (buzah) / plunder (bizzah) 

Returning  
From Exile 



4:7-8  Threat  
Sanballat (Samaria – North); Tobiah (Ammonites – East);  
Arabs (South); Ashdod (West) 

4:9-23 Pray and work 
Guarded by God’s Promises (9, 14, 20) 
Work continues – grouped by family (13,14) 

Guards are posted (13,16) 
Workers are armed (17,18) 

 
“…be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” Matthew 10:16 
How do we work as God’s people in the same way today? 
 

5:1-19  Oppression and Repentance 
Farmers have left their homes and artisans have not been working 

In order to build the wall – sacrificial giving 
5:3-5 The people are facing high interest rates and debt slavery  

Exodus 22, Leviticus 25, Deuteronomy 23, 24 

5:10 Nehemiah is also involved in lending 
5:11-13 Land and goods are returned  

Jubilee - (Exodus 21; Leviticus 25; Deuteronomy 15) 
  Nehemiah calls the leaders to take an oath and uses a symbol 

5:14-19 Nehemiah’s generosity 
 

6:1-14 Plots against Nehemiah 
6:1-9 Against his life (6:2) 
6:10-14 By false prophets 
 Trying to get Nehemiah to sin publically by putting fear above faith 

How does the church face similar threats today? 
 

 
6:15-19 The Wall is finished 

52 days 
6:16 Why are the enemies of Judah afraid? 
 

 

Are the enemies of God’s Church today afraid?  Why/why not? 
 



God’s Word about borrowing / lending in Israel 

Exodus 22:25-27  “If you lend money to one of my people among you who is needy, do not 

treat it like a business deal; charge no interest. 26 If you take your neighbor’s cloak as a 

pledge, return it by sunset, 27 because that cloak is the only covering your neighbor has. 

What else can they sleep in? When they cry out to me, I will hear, for I am 

compassionate. 

Exodus 21:2-6 “If you buy a Hebrew servant, he is to serve you for six years. But in the 

seventh year, he shall go free, without paying anything. 3 If he comes alone, he is to go 

free alone; but if he has a wife when he comes, she is to go with him. 4 If his master gives 

him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, the woman and her children shall 

belong to her master, and only the man shall go free.  5 “But if the servant declares, ‘I 

love my master and my wife and children and do not want to go free,’ 6 then his master 

must take him before the judges.[a] He shall take him to the door or the doorpost and 

pierce his ear with an awl. Then he will be his servant for life 

Leviticus 25:14-17 “‘If you sell land to any of your own people or buy land from them, do not 

take advantage of each other. 15 You are to buy from your own people on the basis of 

the number of years since the Jubilee. And they are to sell to you on the basis of the 

number of years left for harvesting crops. 16 When the years are many, you are to 

increase the price, and when the years are few, you are to decrease the price, because 

what is really being sold to you is the number of crops. 17 Do not take advantage of each 

other, but fear your God. I am the LORD your God. 

Leviticus 25:35-43 “‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and are unable to support 

themselves among you, help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can 

continue to live among you. 36 Do not take interest or any profit from them, but fear 

your God, so that they may continue to live among you. 37 You must not lend them 

money at interest or sell them food at a profit. 38 I am the LORD your God, who brought 

you out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God.  39 “‘If any of your 

fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves to you, do not make them work as 

slaves. 40 They are to be treated as hired workers or temporary residents among you; 

they are to work for you until the Year of Jubilee. 41 Then they and their children are to 

be released, and they will go back to their own clans and to the property of their 

ancestors. 42 Because the Israelites are my servants, whom I brought out of Egypt, they 

must not be sold as slaves. 43 Do not rule over them ruthlessly, but fear your God. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-2084a


 


