
May 2 
Ezra 8-10 
 

 

8:1-20 The roster of the Second Return 

8:21-34 The Accounting on the Journey 
8:22 Why does Ezra not ask for the usual mounted guard? 
 
8:23 What does Ezra (and the company) do instead? 
 Fasting – before a long journey? 
 
Is it unfaithful to have a guard or provide earthly protection? 

(Nehemiah 2:9) 

How might we follow Ezra’s example today? 
 

8:33-36 Accounting and Sacrifice 
How do we also have “accounting and sacrifice” on our journeys? 

 In life? 
 

The gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks to Him,  
but His great anger is against all who forsake Him  

 

9-10 Intermarriage confession and action 
9:1-2 Holy Racism?   

Why is intermarriage forbidden?  
Deuteronomy 7:1-11; Exodus 34:14-16 
 
Why are the people of Israel chosen? 
Genesis 12:1-7 
 
Are non-Jews unwelcome to join? 
Ezra 6:21 
 

Is the separation about earthly ethnicity or something else? 

Returning  
From Exile 



9:3-5 – Isaiah 66:1-2 
How do we take God’s Word seriously?  How do we neglect to do so? 
 
 
Ezra 9:6-15 – How would you summarize this prayer? 
 
 
9:11-12 – not a single quote, but a summary (like Luke 24:46-47) 
 
Corrupt practices:  The Israelites frequently fell from the command to not join the 
corrupt ways of the nations around them (and the foreigners among them) 
including every form of sexual misuse and human sacrifice.  God warns His people 
constantly – even before they get to the Promised Land.  Leviticus 18 
 
 

Chapter 10 may be very challenging for us today. 
Keep in mind: “holy” means separated out for a special purpose 

What is the purpose God separated Israel for? Genesis 12:1-7 
 
 
Why were the women and children sent away?  
Was every wife who came from a foreign family sent away, or is there a scenario where she 
would not be?  Consider King David’s great-grandmother, Ruth… 

 
 
 
How are we called to live out this directive today?  
Consider I Corinthians 7:12-16; II Corinthians 6:14-7:1; and Ephesians 5-6 
 

 

 

Why end with the list of those who sent away their foreign wives?  

Is this a positive or negative note?  

Is the story complete?  


