
April 18 

Ezra 3-6 
 

3:1-7 Rebuilding the Altar 

The Altar  Exodus 29:38-46 

The seventh month   Leviticus 16:29-34; 23:33-43 

 

What about Christians today? 

Hebrews 10:1-14-25; 13:9-16 

 

3:8-13 Temple Foundation 

Compare the praise at the dedication of the Tabernacle  I Chronicles 16:4-36 (esp 34) 

Why are the older people weeping?  I Kings 8:1-11 

 

How do Christians today also praise and weep? 

 

Chapter 4: Opposition 

 4:1-5 opposition to building the Temple (530BC) 

  4:6-23 further opposition to rebuilding Jerusalem  
during the reign of Xerxes and Artaxerxes 
 

 4:24 work stops until the time of Darius (About 10 years) 

How does the Church today face opposition from the same groups of people using 

the same tactics? 

Returning  
From Exile 



5:1-2 – compare Haggai 1, Zechariah 1:1-17, 4:1-10 

Opposition was not the only factor in the lack of work on the temple… 

God works through His people in their individual roles – used together 
Prophets – Haggai and Zechariah 
Priest – Joshua (Jeshua) 
Ruler - Zerubbabel 

Foreshadowing of Jesus: prophet, priest, king 

How do the people in the Lord’s Church today use their gifts in the same way? 
 

5:5 / Psalm 33:18-22 

5:6-17 

How is the challenge by Tattenai different from the former opposition? 

5:11 – Supremacy of God 
5:11 - legitimacy of the temple structure 
5:12 – honesty of the people (and sovereignty of God) 
5:13-16 – legitimacy of the work 
5:17 – promise of surety (I Corinthians 15:6) 
 

6:1-12  
6:3-5 (Aramaic) sounds more administrative and detailed  

then 1:1-4 (Hebrew) 
6:10 – I Timothy 2:1-2 
6:12 Is Darius a follower of Yahweh? 

6:13-18 This dedication is similar, but much smaller than I Kings 8:62-66 

6:19-22 – the Passover 

6:21 Who celebrates the Passover? 
 “those who separated themselves” will become a theme… 
 

Conclusion 6:22 
“King of Assyria”? 

 

How is God still at work restoring His people today? 


