
March 28 – the Crowd 

Matthew 27:15-26; Mark 15:6-15;  

Luke 23:13-25; John 19:12-16 

The Trials: 
(times given are approximate) 

Sundown (6pm)   Last Supper 
9-12pm   Gethsemane – “Your will, not mine” 
3am Annas / Caiaphas – power / religious rule 
6am Pilate – peace/truth – what are you willing to compromise? 
8am Herod – miracles/signs – receiving Jesus for who He is  
9am Crowd 
  

Who is this crowd?   
Rabble under the direction of the priests? Matthew 27:20 

 Merchants and money changers from the temple? Mark 11:15-19 
The Palm Sunday crowd 

Disillusioned – expecting Jesus to be political / military Messiah 
Galilean / Judean Jews 

  “organized” the morning after the Passover? 
  What about Luke 23:26-31? 
 
Like all mobs, a mixture of all these (but not all of any of these groups…) 

 

Why is a crowd involved? Isn’t this a trial? 
 John 18:28-29 
 

Luke 23:13-16 
  Jesus has been found innocent (by Pilate and Herod) 
   Why continue?  
 
 
I lay down my life—only to take it up again.  No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 

again. This command I received from my Father.”  John 10:17-18 



Jesus Barabbas 
Matthew 27:15 - The custom of releasing a prisoner 

  Unknown outside of the Gospels 
  Not inconsistent with the “arbitrary justice” for non-Roman citizens 
 “Jesus” – very common name 
  Writings of early Church Fathers contend the possibility 

(earlier than the oldest existing manuscripts) 
  Explains the various labels given to Jesus by Pilate (Matthew 27:22) 
   to distinguish the two “Yeshuas”  
 Bar-abbas 
  “Son of Abbas” 

Abbas – variant of a common name 
“Abbas” = “Father” 

Both are “son of the Father” 
Barabbas’ father is unknown? 

“Insurrection and murder” 
Little specifics are known 

But being described as a murderer is enough 
 

Whose responsibility? 
Matthew 27:24-25  Pilate washes his hands 
 
Speaking the truth without knowing (fully) what they are saying 

Caiaphas (John 11:49-52) 
Pilate (John 19:14, 19-22) 

 
John 19:15 “We have no King but Caesar” 
Matthew 27:25 “Let his blood be on us and our children” (23:34-36) 

 

Which crowd are we – Palm Sunday or Good Friday? 
 Both - and the blood of Jesus covers the crowd  
 
 
For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you 
were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your 
ancestors, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or 
defect.  I Peter 1:18-19 


