
 

March 21 – Herod 

 Luke 23:5-12 

 
Herod who? 

Herod Antipas 
Son of Herod the Great (by Malthace)  

One of three sons who ruled portions of his kingdom 
Married Herodius 

daughter of his brother Aristobolos (by Mariamne I) 
wife of his brother Philip (by Mariamne II) 
mother of Salome  

danced for the head of John 
married Philip    

 

Why send Jesus to Herod? 
 Jesus is from Galilee – Herod Antipas’ territory (Luke 23:7) 

 Pilate looking for a “way out” (Luke 23:4) 

 Pilate looking for peace with Herod 

  Incident of the Golden Shields 
   Herod had sent a formal accusation to Tiberius Caesar  
    To gain favor with the people (because of John) 

 
What did Herod seek? 

When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he 
had been wanting to see him. From what he had heard about him, he hoped to 
see him perform a sign of some sort. (Luke 23:8) 

 
 Weird fascination with prophets? (Mark 6:20; Luke 23:8) 

 
 
 



Why send Jesus back to Pilate? 
 Jesus will not “perform” (Luke 23:9) 
 Mocking Jesus – both Herod and his soldiers (Luke 23:11) 

   
Why not give in to the religious establishment? 

Leadership assumed an ally 
 Golden Shields 
 Antipas is the son of Herod the Great 

Edomite raised as a Jew under the Hasmoneans 
Named by Rome as “King of the Jews” 

 Fear of the people 
  John the Baptist was held as a prophet (Luke 20:6) 
 

That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been 

enemies. Luke 23:12 
“Friends”? or more understanding as fellow political leaders playing the game? 
 

They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name.  Luke 21:12 

Jewish Herod and Gentile Pilate - brought together on Good Friday 

 
The Trial of Herod 
 Weird fascination with prophets? (Mark 6:20; Luke 23:8) 
  Herod liked to listen, but is he listening? 
 Seeking miracles, not signs 
  Entertainment, not evidence 

Power 
Name dropping and superiority 

 
Judging Jesus on our terms, not His 

How do we expect Jesus to behave for us? 
 

“I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life  
no one comes to the Father except through me” 


