
Freedom in the One Gospel 
February 7: Chapter 3,4 

 Children of Freedom 

Not children of Slavery 

  
3:19- 4:7  Purpose of the Law 

3:19 - 22 Law as “slavery” 

  3:23 “law was added” – added to the promise 

  Because of transgressions 

  “until the offspring” – singular 

   Jesus is the One Law-keeper  

and the One rightful receiver of the promise  

 (we are given Christ’s status) 

  3:19-20 intermediary 

  God gave the Promise directly to Abraham – Gen. 12,15,18 

  God gave the Law through an intermediary – Exodus 20 

   So the Law is inferior 

    

Law and promise are not opposites (2 ways to righteousness) 

   Complementary 

  The Law shows the need for the promise of the Savior 

 3:23 – 4:7 Law as “guardian” 

  A household often included a slave to “guard” the children 

   Along with a tutor to teach 

   The guardian watched over the well-being of the child 

  3:25-26 
 So the law was our guardian until Christ came that we 

might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has 

come, we are no longer under a guardian. 

  3:28 – no distinctions – in context  

3:27  for all of you who were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ 

       



4:1-7 
Underage – in need of a “guardian” – the Law 

“time has come” “set by the Father” 

 The heir comes of age and into full inheritance 

 The Son is revealed 

  Redeems those under the Law 

  We receive “sonship” 

As “sons” – full heirs 

 We receive the Holy Spirit 

  Through the Spirit, we also say “Abba, Father” 

 

4:8-20 The Galatian issue 

 Former slaves to the Law (those who had the Law) 

 Former slaves to “gods” 

 Now – you know God (known by God) 

 Why turn back? 

 

The addiction of Legalism 

 Turning back to what we know 

 Boundaries – on our terms 

  Genesis 3 

 

4:12-20 Paul’s time in Galatia 

Paul’s ailment (malaria, epilepsy, blindness?) 

4:15, 6:11 

The Galatians rejoiced  

 received Paul as “God’s messenger” (14) 

  17 - “They” – Judaizers 

   Want to “shut out” the gentiles 

    To make the legalists look better – bullying? 

  11 – returning to slavery makes the Gospel preaching in vain 

 

4:21-31 Example of Hagar and Sarah 

  
31 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we are not children of the slave 

woman, but of the free woman. 


