
Freedom in the One Gospel 
January 31: chapter 3 

  Abraham, the Promise and the Law  
 

 
There is a popular understanding of faith: 

“get in by God’s grace” / “stay in by living God’s way” 

Sometimes this false idea is stated, usually it just “sneaks in” 

 

 
3:1  Christ Crucified 
 What is the difference between following Christ’s example of love  

and following Christ - crucified and risen? 

For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 

 I Corinthians 2:2 

 

 

3:2-5  Receiving the Spirit and working miracles 

 “By believing what you heard 

 Not by works” 

 How do some Christians try to receive the Spirit by works? 

 

 

 How do some Christians try to work miracles by works? 

  

 

How do some Christians teach receiving and miracles 

 through “observing the Law”? 

 

Do only “good Christians” get the Spirit or see God’s work? 

 

 



3:6-9  Children of Abraham  
 Abraham Believed → Righteousness  Genesis 15:6 
 

 Included in faith 

  Children of Abraham are those who have faith 

   Because Abraham himself had faith 

 

 3:8 All 

Genesis 12:3, 18:18, 22:18 

  

3:10-18  Believing and Righteousness / the Law and Curse 
“Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything…”  Deut 27:26 

 

“The righteous by faith shall live” Habakkuk 2:4, Romans 1:17 

 

 

 

Christ redeemed us from the curse by “being the curse for us” 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us,  

so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 II Corinthians 5:21 

 

Paul points to the cross specifically (3:13) 

How else did Christ “become [under] the curse” for us? 

 

3:15 Example 1 – everyday covenants 

 

3:16-18 Example 2 – Abraham, the promise, and the Law 
Abraham and “his seed” Genesis 12:7, 13:15, 24:7 

Christ – the seed, the vine 

 John 14:6, John 15 

 

 We often think “OT: Law, NT: grace” 

But which came first?  

Promise: Genesis 12   Law: Exodus 20 

 

God’s promise to you does not depend on you keeping the Law.   
(So why have the Law?… next week) 


