
Freedom in the One Gospel 
January 24: chapters 1,2 

Introduction of the letter, Paul’s life, and the issue  

 
1:1-5 – the greeting  
 A typical letter of the time includes 

- Who the letter is from 

- Who the letter is to 

- Greeting  

- Thanksgiving to God 

 

How does Paul describe himself? 

 How does the description set up the theme? 

 

Who else does Paul include in the “from”? 

 Why? 

 

The letter is to the churches in Galatia (note the plural “churches”) 

 

How does the greeting describe Jesus? 

Why? 

 

 Where is the “Thanksgiving”?   Why? 

 

 

1:6-9 - the issue 
 Paul uses very forceful language.  Why? 

 

 The people are denounced for “deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ 

and turning to a different gospel…”  

 

  Who is “the one who called”? 

 

  Paul contrasts two “gospels”.  What is “gospel”? 

 

Write a brief summary of the gospel of Christ: 

 

 

 

 

Paul does not yet state what the “other gospel” is (although he says it is “really no gospel at all”) 

Instead, Paul uses examples beginning with his own life story. 

How can you use your life story to share the gospel?  



Paul’s Gospel life story 
1:11-17  Revelation to Paul 

1:11 “I want you to know, brothers” 

 Does it seem odd that Paul addresses the Galatians as “brothers”? 

  Why is this important? 

 
1:12 Paul rarely writes specifically about his “conversion story” in Acts 9 

 Why does Paul not recount it here? 

   

1:13-14 Paul was a very “righteous” Jew.  (see Philippians 3:6) 

 Why focus on these “achievements” here? 

 

1:16-17 after his revelation, Paul preached in Arabia and Damascus. 

 But he did not “consult any man”. 

  What is Paul’s point? 

  Should we always follow this model?  Why/why not? 

 

1:18-2:9 Paul in Jerusalem  
1:18-2:1 Paul went to Jerusalem to meet Peter and James, preached in Syria and Cilicia 

(Tarsus) and then back to Jerusalem with Barnabas and Titus.  These events are also 

recorded in Acts 9.  Note the years covered here. 

 What lesson should we learn from the time in these brief verses?   

 

2:2 Why did Paul travel to Jerusalem (the second time)? 

 

 

2:3-4  Why was the background of Titus questioned? 

 How is this important for the current situation in Galatia? 

 

 

2:7-9  Paul is given the same “status” as the other apostles – preaching to the Gentiles as 

Peter is preaching among the Jews. 

 

 

2:11-21 Paul and Peter in Antioch 
2:12 How did Peter’s behavior change? 

 Why? 

 

  Compare this conflict with Acts 10.   

How do we sometimes act against what we know better?  Why? 

 

2:14 Paul calls out Peter “in front of them all”.  Was that the right thing to do?  Why? 

 

What if one of our Elders confronted Pastor John in front of the congregation? 

What if Pastor John confronted Pastor Gerry or Pastor Don?   


