
 

Advent III Ordinary People – Extraordinary God 

In the scriptures and through The Nativity Story 

As we watch part 3, write down scripture references quoted, shown, or hinted at.  
Blanks are given to help, but there may be more! 
 
 

A main theme in the movie is hope in prophesy (Word of God). 
In part 3, watch for the theme of hope in small, everyday ways. 
 
Joseph’s dream   _________________ 

In Joseph’s dream, Gabriel stops him from taking part in the stoning of Mary. 
 Although not accusing Mary was an act of mercy,  
  How was Joseph’s decision to divorce similar to stoning? 

  
 How did Joseph tell Mary about the dream? (and his change of plan) 
 
 
 
The Magi continue to travel  
 Prophecy – the Magi in the movie tend to combine prophecies 
   _____________ 

____________ 
  
 
The Census   Luke 2:1 
 The theme of power is highlighted 
 The census comes from Rome 
 Herod at first is concerned that a census would increase opposition  
 Then he remembers that the messiah would come from David     ___________ 
  (Herod’s paranoia is biblical/historical.   

His remembering the prophesy on his own is not.  -- Matthew 2:4) 
 So he will use the census to identify the “troublemaker” 
  But what is he assuming / missing? 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
Joseph – Son of David 
 Is Joseph the only “son of David” in the area?    _____________  ___________  
  (this may account for there being no room in Bethlehem…)  ___________ 
 Mary - “I’m going with my husband” 
  At the betrothal she was reluctant, now she acknowledges him as “husband”  
 Mary’s father – does he believe her now? 

He sends the donkey with them 
   Calls Mary a “strong woman” 
  Do we know men who show their love only through gestures and comments? 
   
As they travel 
 Mary asks Joseph about his dream 
  “Do not be afraid…” 
   “Are you afraid?” 
    “Yes” 
  Joseph is the protector/provider on this journey. 
   It takes great strength to admit weakness. 
 
Prophets 
 As Mary and Joseph (And the Magi) approach Jerusalem, we see many street prophets 
  Many are pagan in nature 
  One speaks God’s Word  

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

    His rule will extend from sea to sea 

    and from the River[b] to the ends of the earth.      _________________     
 
Joseph the protector 
 Joseph shows his protection in the river  
  With the snake 
  Rescuing Mary 
 Joseph protects by giving his food to the donkey 
 
Mary accepts Joseph as her husband 
 In words (before they left Nazareth) 
 In action – caring for him / washing his feet      ____________ 
 To the child – “he gives of himself before anyone else” 
 
 
What “ordinary everyday” ways does God show His love to you? 
In what “ordinary everyday” ways can you show God’s love to others? 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%209&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23010b

