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I Peter 
4:7-19 

Suffering as Christians 

 
Living as God’s Family 
4:7 – The end is near – stay alert (sober-minded) 

Matthew 24 and 25 

4:8-9 - Keep loving one another, show hospitality without grumbling 

     

4:10-11 - Different gifts – used together to serve – so God may be glorified  

 

Persecution 
4:12 – don’t be surprised 

 

4:13 – 18 – rejoice? 
Acts 5:41 

 

4:15 – don’t suffer needlessly (as a murderer, thief, or meddler) 

 

4:19 – entrust your soul to God 

 God’s Eternal Perspective helps in today’s situations 

 

 

Kinds of suffering 
 Social - reputation 
 Financial – not being able to partake in the economy fairly 
 Legal – rights and privileges limited or withheld 
 Bodily – beating, torture, death 
 

 

Living  

Hope  

   in         a  

Hostile  

World      



History 
 Jewish Leadership - Acts 7, 8, 17, 21, etc. 
 Rome – Nero July 64 
  Domitian 81-96 “Lord and god” 
  Trajan 98-117 – governors had full authority to arrest, punish, and kill 
  Antonius Pius 138-161 – Polycarp burned alive 
  Marcus Aurelius 161-180 – executions in Rome and Gaul (France) 
  Septimius Severus 193-211 – made baptism a crime 
  Decius 249-251, Valerian 253-260, Diocletian 284-305,  

Galerius 306-312 
As Rome crumbles, Christians are blamed for “angering the gods” 

February 303 – Galerius ordered the destruction of all churches,  
confiscation of all Christian property,  
exclusion of Christians from public office,  
death to any Christian public assembly 

311 – edict of toleration by Galerius 

 
Persecution has continued throughout history in many parts of the world 

 

Almost 300 million Christians around the world—or 1 out of every 7—live in a 

country where they suffer some form of persecution, such as arbitrary arrest, 

violence, a full range of human rights violations and even murder.  75% of 

religious violence is suffered by Christians.  [Aid to the Church in Need (a Catholic org.)] 

In 2019: 

 Over 260 million Christians living in places where they experience high levels of persecution 

 2,983 Christians killed for their faith 

 9,488 churches and other Christian buildings attacked 

 3,711 believers detained without trial, arrested, sentenced or imprisoned 

 [Open Doors] 
 

 

God has put the body together… so that there should be no division in the body, but 

that its parts should have equal concern for each other.  If one part suffers, every 

part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now you are 

the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.          I Corinthians 12 


