
August 16, 2020 

I Peter 
3:18 – 4:6 

Living Christ  
In the World Today 
 
 

 

We live relationship in two directions 

We see others in light of God’s gift of salvation to us 
 

3:18 “For” … Because… 
 The witness we show is because of Jesus 
 The suffering we endure follows from Jesus’   
You will be hated by everyone because of me…, Matthew 10:22 
If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul,  

how much more the members of his household!  Matthew 10:25 

 
3:18-22 another “creed” statement 
  Reminds us of the eternal perspective  

 

3:18-19 “descended into hell” 
… being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went 
and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 
 Christ, not in the body, but in spirit (before the resurrection)  

went to hell to proclaim victory 

 
3:20-21 Baptism – Flood of salvation 
As Noah and family were really saved by God putting them in a boat (Genesis 7:16) 

So God’s work in baptism really gives forgiveness to you  
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4:1-6 
Suffering as “death to sin” 
Suffering may produce good even in this life 
 Would you like to “only” be faced with concerns of your childhood? 

Were they a big deal then? 
When you have been through a large ordeal,  

other challenges seem easier to deal with 
    

4:4 – The World’s perspective 
 If you blend in with the culture, is that good? 
Why does the world encourage others to their own ways? 

Because it’s “fun”? 
What is the result of various worldly ways? 

To make it “normal” 
  Safety in numbers  
   “It must be ok if others are doing it too” 
    Red lights and examples from driving… 

 
I Peter 4:6 
For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, 
so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the body, 
but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 

 
Many interpretations 

Connection to 3:18 – “the dead” – in hell 
Connection to I Corinthians 5:5 – destruction – excommunication 
 … you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 

so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord. 
“those now dead” – Christians 

As encouragement in persecution  
Even though dead in the body now, they live in spirit 

 
Let scripture interpret scripture – Let God be God 
 
 
God’s Eternal Perspective helps in today’s situations 


