
August 2, 2020 

I Peter 
3:8-17 

Living Relationship:  
Within the Family 
as witness to the world 
 

 

We live relationship in two directions 

We see others in light of God’s gift of salvation to us 
 

The Family of Believers 
Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 

compassionate, and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing. 3:8-9 

 
Like-minded (harmony) – deliberate choice to work together 
 
Sympathetic – deliberate choice to be more interested in someone else’s concerns  
 
Love – deliberate choice to give of yourself for another’s best interest 
 
Compassionate – deliberate choice to open up your heart to the pain of others 
 
Humility – deliberate choice to think of others more highly than yourself 
 

These choices do not come naturally. 
 

 
 
How can we live this out within our Christian congregation? …within the Church? 

Living  

Hope  

   in         a  

Hostile  

World      



These are real instructions  
with real results. 

 
God sees and hears all 
 Nothing is hidden 
 
 
Psalm 34 continues 
with the Savior’s grace  
as we attempt to live His way 

“But doesn’t serving make us into wimpy pushovers?” 
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should suffer for 
what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.”  3:13-14  
 

Who is writing?  John 18:10 
Look to God, not yourself, for defense 

 
Acts 2:42-47 
God’s love in action within the Church draws others into the Family. 
 

3:15-17 Practical tips for sharing the Gospel  
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.  

People can smell hypocrisy 
Always be prepared to give an answer … 

Sin  Grace  Faith  works 

÷  †  ? 
… to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. 
 You don’t have to sell anything.   

You are just sharing what God has done for you 
 But do this with gentleness … 

It takes time and patience 
and respect,  

Listen, care 
It’s about Jesus, not culture and tradition 

For it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 
 You may not see the good fruit in your lifetime.   

It’s God’s work – trust Him. 

“Whoever would love life 
    and see good days 
must keep their tongue from evil 
    and their lips from deceitful speech. 
11 They must turn from evil and do good; 
    they must seek peace and pursue it. 
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 
    and his ears are attentive to their prayer, 
but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

I Peter 3:10-12, Psalm 34:12-16 
 

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 

    he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18 The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 

    and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 34:17-18 


