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I Peter 
2:18-3:9 

Living Relationship:  
Free in Christ – Servant to All   
(even in the family) 

 

 

We live relationship in two directions 

We see others in light of God’s gift of salvation to us 
 
Peter writes about our relationships with other people 

in circles getting closer to the Christian’s heart 
pagan society → government → master → spouse →Christians 

 
Masters 
18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to your masters, not only to those who are 

good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh.  2:18 

Slaves in Peter’s day – not about “race” – servants  
Today’s “masters” – employers 

Christians live differently by cheerfully working even under harsh masters. 
God gives us eternal perspective --  Satan wants us to focus on the “now”. 
 

 

When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 2:23 

Peter quotes Isaiah 53 several times.  Why? 
 
 

“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” 

Living  

Hope  

   in         a  

Hostile  

World      



Spouse 
Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of 

them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of 
their wives, 2 when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. 3:1-2 

 
What makes this hard (for wives and for husbands)? 
 
What makes this easier? 
 

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat 

them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, 

so that nothing will hinder your prayers 3:7 

 
What makes this hard (for husbands and for wives)? 
 
What makes this easier? 

 
 
The Family of Believers 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be 
compassionate, and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the 
contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may 
inherit a blessing. 3:8-9 

 
Like-minded (harmony) – deliberate choice to work together 
 
Sympathetic – deliberate choice to be more interested in someone else’s concerns  
 
Love – deliberate choice to give of yourself for another’s best interest 
 
Compassionate – deliberate choice to open up your heart to the pain of others 
 
Humility – deliberate choice to think of others more highly than yourself 
 

These choices do not come naturally. 
 

Acts 2:42-47 
God’s love in action within the Church draws others into the Family. 

How can we live this out within our Christian congregation? …within the Church? 


