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DISCIPLESHIP AT HOME  

AND IN COMMUNITY 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, 

    "Let us go to the house of the LORD." Psalm 122:1   June 10, 2020 

 

Brothers and Sisters, Family and Friends of Prince of Peace, 
 
We pause together and thank God for His love and mercy especially shown over the last three months.   
 
We thank God for health and safety.  As far as we know, none of the members of Prince of Peace have 
tested positive for the virus.  We hold in prayer those who are walking that road with family members 
and friends.  We thank God for His gift of healing through medical staff and His own miraculous 
hand.  We thank God for the gift of comfort, peace, and hope in the resurrection for those who have 
lost loved ones.   
 
We thank God for the gift of faithful stewardship.  In a time when many businesses are closing perma-
nently and many congregations are closing up their schools and seeking "alternate sources", we con-
tinue to meet our financial obligations and pledges without needing to borrow.  It is clear that as we 
continue to trust that the Lord provides, He continues to help us grow in understanding faithful financial 
stewardship:  that we do not "give to church", but rather "give back firstfruit tithes and offerings to the 
Lord".  As we continue over the next months, we will see more opportunities to rejoice in the Lord's pro-
vision.  There are those among us who have experienced wage and job loss and so as the Lord provides 
less for a time, the tithe may decrease proportionally.  We are called to encourage one another to re-
member how God always provides - in many ways.  If you are experiencing financial hardship, please 
contact Pastor John. So far, we have received more calls from those willing to help than from those in 
need.  We praise God for His faithful provision and His gift of faithful stewardship response! 
             
We thank God for His presence and work in daily life.  As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD 
surrounds his people both now and forevermore. Psalm 125:2  Many speak of "closing" and "opening" 
church.  However, God has not stopped being God.  God's gifts have not stopped being His gifts.  His 
Church has not stopped being His Church.  We have continued to receive God's Word - spoken, written, 
at our fingertips.  We have continued to have opportunity to receive His body and blood.  We have con-
tinued to proclaim His mercy to one another and the world - through technology and limited interac-
tion.  All these things have continued, but in different (and frankly, more difficult) ways.  The main gift of 
God we have missed is the opportunity to gather regularly to receive, worship, and encourage together 
- through Word, sacrament, and music in the same place at the same time. 
 
Beginning this weekend, we will resume weekly worship together! As we enter this next phase of the 
future the Lord has for us, we need to remember it is only the next phase (there will be more - this is 
not the "new normal" just yet).  We continue to follow the 4th Commandment by honoring our God-
given leaders.  We continue to follow the 5th Commandment by looking out for the safety and well-be-
ing of those around us.  We will not all agree on what the procedure details should be.  Some may seem 
"too much", some may seem "not enough".  Your Elders and Pastor encourage your input as we con-
tinue to make decisions for the spiritual and physical welfare of the Prince of Peace family. 
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The next phase of gathering (starting this weekend, June 13/14) includes in-person, in-house worship 
Saturday evening, Sunday morning Bible Study outside, and 10:30 Sunday morning worship outside. 
  
We are all eager to gather again in fellowship to receive and worship together.  However, out of Chris-
tian love for your brothers and sisters: 

+ If you are not feeling well, please stay home 
+ If you are in "higher risk" categories, consider refraining for gathering just yet. 
+ If you are concerned about what procedures may or may not be "enough", continue to wor-
ship through the resources on the website.  Beginning this week, a video of the Saturday even-
ing service will be available through the website by Sunday morning.  
+ We all must live the life God gives - living under His grace and showing His grace to others. 

  
Some details to keep in mind as we gather: 
 
Saturday evening (5:30) indoors: 

+ Hymnals will be removed - all words for songs will be projected. 
+ Doors will be propped open - please maintain proper distance when entering and exiting. 
+ Please sit in pews not marked with an X (every other pew) 
+ Only one family per pew, please (or in the case of individuals and couples, one family may sit 
by each end with distance in between). 

 
Sunday morning (10:30) outdoors: 

+ BYOC - bring your own chair or blanket sit in family groups appropriately distanced. 
+ All words for songs will be in the bulletin.  (Bulletins will be online by Saturday for those wish-
ing to print their own.) 

 
For both services: 

+ Face coverings are encouraged but not mandatory - especially in love for those who are una-
ble to wear one 
+ Please act in love toward all your brothers and sisters - especially those with a different com-
fort level of physical interaction.  We will not "shame" or judge (especially in faith) those who 
engage in more or less distance.  The physical reality is that those who are more comfortable 
will need to refrain for the sake of those who are less comfortable - similar to directions given 
throughout Paul's letters. 
+ We will have a time of sharing of God's Peace.  Consider a non-physical sign (wave, etc.) 
+ Communion will be received in a continuous line.  Please maintain appropriate distance.  Com-
munion will use individual cups and wafers this week.  All those serving will wear gloves and 
masks. 
+ Offering may be placed in a basket as you come up for communion. 
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For Sunday morning Bible Study (9:00) 

+ Bring your own chair and Bible 
+ Bring a notebook if you like, there will not be a handout (at least for this week) 
+ We will begin a new study through the book of I Peter - a letter written to the church in time 
of persecution. 

 
Please contact your Elder or Pastor John with any questions. 
 
For those concerned about the 8:00 am Sunday service: it is not the intention to do away with the ser-
vice.  For several reasons, for several reasons we will begin with Saturday and 10:30.  We look forward 
to adding the 8am service again soon.   
 
By proceeding in this way, we will be able to gather, receive, and encourage one another in God's Word, 
grace, fellowship, and music in more familiar ways.  We look forward to sharing how God has been at 
work and continues to grow us in relationships and fellowship with Him and with one another.  We look 
forward to the ways God has prepared for us to Share Jesus - Living His Love through Discipleship at 
Home and in Community! 

 

Your brothers in the Peace of Christ, 

Prince of Peace Elders 
and Pastor John 
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