
Words of the Heart  
 

The beginning of “the words” 
“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt,  
out of the land of slavery” – Exodus 20:2 

 
 
There is an order to God’s Words 
 Love God, Love people 

Matthew 22:37-40 (paraphrased – Jesus’ paraphrase of Deuteronomy 6) 

 
The 1st commandment is the foundation 

“You shall have no other gods before me.”  

 
All other relationships are seen in light of our relationship to God 
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. John 14:23 

 
The Words flow from who God is  our relationship with God  our relationship with others   

caring physically for others and ourselves  caring for the property (physical and nonphysical) of others 

 
Do not bear false witness 
 
We are commanded to not harm (but care for) others’ lives and possessions.  
Now we are commanded to not harm (but care for) others’ reputation. 
 
Using the image of a courtroom witness… 

This command is in force always – in the “court of public opinion” 
 
We break this command when we  
 Gossip 
 Engage in “Conspiracy theories” 
 Pass on harmful information (especially rumors) 
 
There are many false/incomplete “facts” shared.   
Before speaking (or reposting a video link) ask “is it true?” (is it verified) and “is it helpful?” 

I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right to do 
anything”—but not everything is constructive. I Corinthians 10:23 
 
How often has someone said something about you without knowing all the facts? 
Do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets. Matthew 7:12 

 



“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 
your neighbor.” 
 
What is coveting? 

- Wanting what someone else has. 
 
Be careful about needs vs. wants  

Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 
“Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” Hebrews 13:5 

 
It is fine to see what someone has as an example. 

“How does that lawnmower work for you?” “Oh good, I’ll get one like that.” 

 
Coveting is about envy – wanting to have something instead of someone else having it or in 
order to be “like” or “better than” someone else.  (Coveting, in part, is the desire to steal.) 

 
 
Most of the Words given by God tell what to do and not do.   
But God wraps up with words about coveting – a heart issue. 

God’s order of the commands might seem backward.  
Doesn’t Jesus teach that the heart is even more important than action? (Matthew 5) 

Sometimes we have to start with the action so the heart can follow 
 We are commanded to do… We can’t wait for our hearts to be in it 
  For example, we are called to forgive even when we do not feel like it. 
  We are called to love our enemies. 
   We may not like them or “have warm feelings” toward them, 
    But we are called to act in love 
     Following commands to care physically, for reputation, etc. 
It is not enough to act without the heart, 

 but sometimes we have to start with action so the heart can come along. 
If you act in love toward someone, it is hard to continue to hate them. 
 

All the commandments are about relationship. 
All our relationships flow from our relationship with our God. 

Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is 
the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the Law 
and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22 
 

Our relationship with God begins with His mercy. 
“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.”  Exodus 20:2 


