
(1) May the words of my mouth …. 

The Commandments…The Law. 

 We like to dance around it, talk around it, find ways to bend it to justify our 

actions. 

In the Gospel reading today, Jesus is pretty serious about it. 

“Not one letter or the least little stroke of law will pass away.” 

“I’ve come not to abolish the law, but to fulfill it” 

“Anyone who relaxes the law and teaches others to do so…” 

 

And that’s what we tend to do with the law – either ignore it, or use it to blame 

others and justify ourselves. 

Just in case we don’t get what he means, he gives examples. 

Murder.  Think you’re doing ok with that one.  You haven’t killed anyone lately. 

So we think, “I may not be perfect, but at least I’m not like them.” 

But Jesus says if you hate your brother, you’re subject to judgement. 

Whoa, Jesus – I thought you were all about saving me so I don’t have to do this 

law thing anymore. 

 

But we tend to have 3 major misunderstandings about the Law 

 

(2) 1 – it’s all about what I do – action. 

 Jesus in our text today pretty clearly straightens that one out.  It’s about 

your heart, not just your actions. 



2 -  Bad – that the law condemns.  This is certainly a purpose of the law – to show 

us when we have erred and point us to the need of a savior.  But the law of the 

Lord is also given for our good - to lead us and guide us.   

The prayer I said as I began just now – that’s the last verse of the psalm we spoke 

together earlier – the one that states that the Law of the Lord is perfect – reviving 

the soul. 

 

3 – The Law is all negative.  We had a joke in a bible study I was in years ago that 

Leviticus was “don’t do this…. Lord your God.”  But really, that’s wrong.  Look at 

the commandments we just spoke together.  And if that’s not enough, remember 

that when Jesus was asked what is the greatest commandment, he said “Love the 

Lord your God…   

 

So how do we do that? 

 There is an element of “don’t do that” – there are boundaries.  The Law 

functions like a curb. 

 But Luther, in both the small and large catechism explores the positive 

aspects of the commandments – How do we “do” each one – how does the Spirit 

lead us into fulfilling our God given vocations. 

 

Let’s take a look at a few.   

 

 (3) You shall have no other gods. 

READ p.18 [5] :Many a person thinks …[8] as though he knew of no God] 

 



1st –  

 Don’t have other gods. 

   What does that look like for you and me? – money, sure.  Have a lot, want 

more?  Don’t have much, spend sleepless nights wondering how to pay the bills.  - 

-been there.   

 The money you don’t have can be more of a god than the money you have 

– no matter how much or little.   

  

At least we’re not praying to saints, right?  

(4) You shall have no other gods. 

 

READ p. 20 [18] So everyone made his god that interest to which his heart was 

inclined …  creatures, saints, and devils 

 

 But what about people like sports heroes or actors?  I lived in WI long enough to 

see the mood change depending on a Packers win or loss.  And what happens 

when our heroes disappoint us?  When a certain baseball player was found to be 

using banned substances a few years ago, a certain 10 year old went in the back 

yard with his bobble-head and an airsoft gun.  And I was so proud of him, I bought 

him a Jonathon Lucroy shirt.  Perhaps not behavior I should be promoting… 

(5) So don’t have other gods, but what should we do? 

 Luther states it most clearly in the small catechism. [“Fear love and trust in God 

above all things.”] 

 

Let’s consider another commandment 



 Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy 

 Day of Rest 

(6) READ p.33 [84] 

   Luther picturing hard labor 6 days and a day of rest 

   We have 2 days – but fill up both with work 

  Not idleness – rest and refreshment in the Word 

   Yes, church 

    Not just to check it off, but to learn 

(7) READ LC [86]   

Yes, Set aside time for study of the Word 

    Not just Sunday that is meant to be the “holy day” 

(8)  Every day 

  It’s not sitting in a pew that makes it holy 

   How we live and treat others  

(9)  All of life – Being Led by the Will of God  

   

 The rest of the commandments – about how we live this out – with each 

other 

 Starts with knowing your place. 

(10)  Being in authority and submitting to authority. 

READ p.44 [150] “The same should also be said… protection and security” 

   Yes Gov Walker and Pres Obama 

  Also, police officers, your boss, teachers 

 Even if my boss is a jerk? Yes. 



 Honor God by honoring that He has placed them in that position of 

authority. 

 Leads into the other commandments 

 

(11) You shall not steal 

Full day’s work for a full day’s pay 

  You shall not bear false witness 

Protect your neighbor’s reputation. 

If you don’t have anything nice to say… 

You shall not covet 

In case we forgot …the Law is about the heart, not just actions. 

And it’s all about relationships 

 Our relationship with God, and our relationship with others. 

 

At this point, we’ve just run over most of the commandments and you may be 

looking at your watch thinking “We haven’t even had communion yet.”  Let me 

show you the issue. 

5 sections of the LC – almost half is about the 10 commandments.   

So if this is a long sermon, don’t blame the seminarian, blame Luther. 

 

And there’s the issue 

We tend to look everywhere else to place blame.  To justify ourselves. 

 

We forget that  

(12) We are led.  God gives the Law (and the prophets, and the rest of scripture) 



 in order to guide our lives.   

He made us.  He knows what’s best for us.  And he leads us. 

 

Even when we fail to follow His lead – when we fail to keep his law. 

The law functions as a mirror – to show us our sin 

To lead us to the savior. 

 

Maybe you’re thinking, where is that in the commandments? 

 

Keep in mind that the commandments are not just a list of 10 different rules, --  

they flow from one to the next.  The last 6 (with details about how we live) flow 

from a right understanding of earthly authority – and that only comes from a right 

understanding of who God is. 

 

All of the commandments point back to the first. 

 

(13) READ p.18 [4] 

(14) Or as Jesus said, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” 

 

God is your God alone. 

He alone has provided your savior. 

He alone is the one who leads us in every aspect of life – through His law, to His 

savior, by His Spirit – in His Scriptures – we are led. 

Amen. 


