
The First Word (or two…) 

Where are the 10 Commandments found? 
Exodus 20; Deuteronomy 5 

Exodus 31:18 – written by God’s finger 
 

10 “commandments”? 
Deuteronomy 10:4 

“Decalogue” δεκα λογουσ 
  From Septuagint (mid 200s BC) – Greek 

“Commandments”  
Geneva Bible in the 1500s and King James (1611) 
 

 
Why the differences? 

Jews; Samaritans (John 4); Christians; Reformed Christians 
So what? 

- Don’t get caught up in the details – they are all God’s Word for life 
- Begin with God’s action of mercy 

 
 
The “10 Commandments” existed before they were written 

Romans 2:14-15, 7:7-8 
Genesis 3, 4 

 
 
 



What does Jesus say? 
 Matthew 5:17-19 
 Matthew 22:37-40 
  Deuteronomy 6 
 
3 misunderstandings of the commandments: 

Action / Heart (Matthew 5) 
Exist to Condemn – Yes, but also to guide (psalm 19:7-9) 
Are all negative (Thou shalt not…) 

  Luther’s Catechism(s) help… 
 
 

Regardless of numbering, the commandments are in order 
Begin at the beginning 

#1 (as we know it) – “have no other gods” 
 
 Why? 

“I am the Lord…” 
 

 
How? 

Fear, Love, and Trust in God above all things (Small Catechism) 
  
  What does it mean to have a god?  A god means that from which we are to expect 
all god and in which we are to take refuge… like God is saying “Whatever you lack of good 
things, expect it from Me.  Look to Me for it.  And whenever you suffer misfortune and distress, 
crawl and cling to Me.  I, yes I, will give you enough and help you out of every need.  Do not let 
your heart cleave to or rest on another.” (Large Catechism) 
 
 
 
Example: money 

How is money a god for those who have it? 
 How much is enough? 
 
How is money a god for those who do not have it? 
 Lottery, casinos, etc. 
 

 
 

All the rest of God’s Words for Life rest on this One: Have no other gods. 


