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Sometime back, I overhead a child observing, “No one hears God’s voice now the way people 
did in bible times.  Does God speak to us now?  How do we hear God’s voice?”  Certainly for 
us today, if someone were to tell us that they had heard the voice of the Lord, we might won-
der if they were pulling our leg.  Yet, with so many problems facing our world today, and with 
all of the hurts and pains that affect our lives, we need to hear God’s voice as much now and 
perhaps even more than any other time in history.  How can we hear the voice of our heavenly 
Father?  How does God speak to us today? 

Holy Scripture gives us many examples of how God speaks to God’s people.  One common 
way is through other people. When we read about King David, we see that God spoke to him 
through people who came to be known as prophets.  Sometimes these prophets had good news 
for David, as when Samuel anointed him king.  Other times, the prophets had harsh words for 
David, as when Nathan pointed out David’s sin.  And even though  David heard these words 
coming from ordinary people, he knew that it was God’s voice, God’s word, that he was hear-
ing.   

God’s people hear God’s voice not only in the spoken word, but also in the written word.  
When we read the letters of Paul, we can see how much he relied upon the scriptures to guide 
him in hearing God’s voice.  The Psalmist also understood the importance of scripture when 
he wrote, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Indeed, for modern day 
prophets, God uses the written word to guide them in proclaiming the spoken word. 

And we should not overlook how God’s word comes to us in in an even more important way, 
in fact, in the most important way.  “In many and various ways, God spoke to ancestors by the 
prophets, but in these last days, God has spoken to us by the Son.”  (Hebrews 1:1-2a)  God’s 
word has come to us in God’s Son, Jesus Christ,  In fact, we proclaim that Jesus is God’s 
Word, the Word that became flesh and dwelt among us.  Through Jesus, we hear God’s  mes-
sage of love for us and all the world.  Through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, we hear 
God’s voice telling us that nothing, not even sin or death or all the powers of hell, can separate 
us from our God. 

We hear this message of God’s love every time we recall our baptism and every time we par-
take of our Lord’s Supper.  In these sacraments, we hear God’s voice reminding us that God 
has made us God’s own children, telling us that Jesus has given his own very self for all. 

God does speak to us in much the same way that God spoke to people in the Bible.  My prayer 
is that God would strengthen us through the Spirit, so that we may be attentive to God’s voice, 
and that God’s Word would enrich us as we live our lives, bearing witness to others God’s 
love.   

Peace with you, 
Pastor Tom Wehrman 
St.  Lutheran Church, Pittsburg, KS   
(this article originally appeared in the “Good News at St. John” October 2021 Newsletter  
and is reprinted with Pastor Wehrman’s permission) 
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POP Council & Team Leaders 2021 
Transitional Pastor Carl R. Gauck crgauck@gmail.com 
President-Brandon Messner popelcapresident@gmail.com 

Vice President-Patti Moore popelcavicepres@gmail.com 

Treasurer-Jackie Higgins popelcatreasurer@gmail.com 

Secretary-Julie Karlson popelcasecretary@gmail.com 

Evangelism-*-Chris Hingst popevangelism@gmail.com 
Education—Brett Onstott popeducationteam@gmail.com 
Fellowship—Brad Beattie popfellowshipteam@gmail.com 
Property—Bill Ernst  poppropertyteam@gmail.com 
Outreach—Kathy Corwin popoutreachteam@gmail.com 
Stewardship*-Diane Washburn popstewardship@gmail.com 
Worship-Nyssa Brockhoff          
Youth—Desiree Flood* popyouthelca@gmail.com 

Council Meeting Minutes are attached on the bulletin board 
located outside the church library and are available for all 
members to review.  *denotes a non-council, team leader 

Welcome to the  
Table of Our Lord! 

We welcome all baptized 
Christians to the table of our Lord who 
come seeking reconciliation and restora-
tion, with God and with the people of 
God, through the assurance of Jesus' real 
presence with us in the sacrament. Adults 
and children who have not yet been instruct-
ed in the sacrament are welcome to receive a 
blessing.  Since we seek to include everyone 
in this holy meal we offer: the Host in the 
form of gluten free bread. Red wine or  
grape juice, is presented in individual cups 
to protect health.  

About the Evangelical Lutheran  
Church in America (ELCA) 

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denomina-
tions in the United States, with approximately 4.5 
million members in more than 10,000 congrega-
tions across the 50 states and in the Caribbean re-
gion. Known as the church of  "God's work. Our 
hands," the ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among 
Christians, and service in the world. The ELCA's 
roots are in the writings of the German church re-
former, Martin Luther. 

    WORSHIP WITH US 
Saturday Evening Worship Service 

at 5 pm  
(casual, praise music) 

Sunday Worship 9:30 am (Traditional) 

 

Remember to check the voice mail message on the church phone (417-881-0833) 
and/or facebook or the church webpage (pop-elca.net) when inclement weather could impact 

 worship services or events planned at the church 

We will be receiving  

NEW MEMBERS 

SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 7 

during the 9:30 a.m.  
Worship Service 

 

Bonnie Jean Gaba 
Donald “Don” Hamp 
Ben & Joan Harrell 

 
 

mailto:popelcapresident@gmail.com
mailto:popelcavicepres@gmail.com
mailto:popelcatreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:popelcasecretary@gmail.com
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO JOIN US FOR MONDAY NIGHT ADULT BIBLE STUDY?  
We will begin the Gospel of John on Monday, November 1st. We meet on Mondays at 6:30 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. Let the church office or Tracy Richter (tsr255m@hotmail.com) know if 
you would like to join us or have questions first. We want you to be able to get a book before 
the class starts--we have copies available. We'd love to have you study with us! (Link to pub-

lisher's website: https://www.navpress.com/p/john/9780891092377) 
 

Prince of Peace Family:  

The cottage meetings are underway and the information and feedback from the congregation is 
being collected by the transition team.  When they have completed their process, they will pro-
vide that report to Council and we can begin the process of finding our next leader.  If you 
have not had the chance to sign up for a meeting, please do so by either going to the church 
website, calling the office or signing up on the board by the mailboxes.  Part of this cottage 
meeting process has been gathering an accurate membership list.  Council has been calling 
members we have not seen in some time to connect with those individuals and see how we 
might be able to support them.  An up to date and accurate membership list will be important 
for our call process.   

And while we are on the topic of membership, please join us Sunday November 7 (All Saints’ 
Observance) as we welcome our newest members to the Prince of Peace family!  One piece of 
feedback that has come up during the cottage meetings, is a wondering around our church fi-
nances.  A more detailed report will be delivered during our November 21st Congregational 
meeting but I am happy to share information at this time.  While our year to date General Fund 
giving has been lower than expected, careful spending and budget consciousness have allowed 
us to minimize the losses and we still remain financially stable.  In addition to the "necessity" 
pieces of running the church, such as salaries, building cost, utilities and administrative costs, 
our General Fund allows us to serve our community in ways more regularly and consistently 
than special giving like noisy offering and the amazing Safe to Sleep offering in October.  Your 
Church Council is committed to financial responsibility to ensure longevity of this congrega-
tion.  An accurate, well-organized budget will be just another feather in our cap as we begin 
the process of finding our next leader.  Please know that you are always welcome to ask ques-
tions of any Council member regarding anything that is on your mind.   

     Brandon Messner POP Council President 

SUNDAY,  

NOVEMBER 21 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING  

THE 9:30 A.M.  
WORSHIP SERVICE 

IN THE CHURCH NAVE 

https://www.navpress.com/p/john/9780891092377
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November Birthdays 

Sabrina Steffins November 1 
Pam Duneman November 2 
Joel Karlson November 3 
Josh Henderson November 4 
Scott Simpson November 6 
Travis Boysen November 7 
Elaine Huy November 8 
Jacob Steffins November 12 
Herb Peterson November 18 
Madison Hynek November 19 
Rachael Wallenburg November 19 
Jeffrey Killian November 21 
Tyler Onstott November 22 
Jeffrey Campbell November 24 
Danielle Krauck November 26 

November Wedding  

Anniversaries 

Ed & Sarah Derr, 32years November 2 
Bob & Ginny Beattie, 63 years November 10 
Joel & Heather Elliott, 15 years November 11 

COTTAGE MEETINGS 

The Cottage Meetings are coming to a conclu-
sion. During November, a meeting will be 
held November 4th at 6 pm via ZOOM and an 
in person meeting in the Fellowship Hall on 
Saturday, November 6 at 10:00 am.  The Tran-
sition Team has an online sign-up sheet on 
the POP web page pop-elca.net and a sign-up 
sheet located in the narthex at the church.  
Please sign-up if you have not done so al-
ready! 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU! 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who led, 
assisted, played the organ, ran the sound 
booth, made cakes, prepared sandwiches, 
setup/cleaned up, and generally helped with 
Kay Vinsand’s Celebration of Life Service and 
post service meal on Thursday, October 21st.     

NOISY OFFERINGS FOR NOVEMBER 6 & 7 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE 

Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, heal-
ing and renewal to people whose lives have been 
disrupted by disaster in the United States and 
around the world.  When the dust has settled, they 
stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need. 

+ Hurricane Response 
+ Wildfires 
+ Severe storms 
+ Coronavirus Disease  
+ Tornadoes 
+ and many more disasters 

 
Noisy Offerings December 4th and 5th will be for “Once We Were Refu-
gees” which was founded in 2017 by Ann and Pastor William Say.  Their 
mission is to help refugees located in the Kansas City area to learn skills 
that will help them find suitable employment.  No charge is made for 
tuition. Instructors and teachers are all volunteers and all materials are 
donated. For more information: http://www.oncewewererefugees.org or 

you can find them on Facebook! 



 

These touching messages 
are photocopies or typed 
copies of handwritten 
thank you cards from in-
mates in the Webster 
County Jail who received 
items from your jail minis-
try collections. They are 
eye-opening glimpses from 
our fellow children of God 
who attended Bible study 
while enduring a tough, 
dark time in their lives. 

To all the people who make 
a whole church who cares & 
thinks of others, of those 
who are in a dark pace, 
needing to hear more about 
JESUS. I thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. 
When we open up to tell 
them of the wonderful love 
of GOD. There are many 
responding positively to 
your unyielding generosity. 

I would like to thank you 
for the cards at xmas 
time. It was the first 
time all my grandchil-
dren were together and 
if not for you I would 
not have even got to say 
Merry Christmas! God 
bless you all! 

Thank you guys for the 
reading material, puzzle 
books and the Postcards so 
we were able to write to 
our familys. 

Thank you for your wonderful 
gifts & for your thoughts & 
prayers. 

As long as we respond dis-
ciples of the Most High 
showing hope, love, there 
is forgiveness of sin & 
then blessings. May the 
Lord GOD Bless you with 
health, love, safety.    
Matt 13:16 Let your light 
so shine before men that 
they may see your good 
works, & glorify your Fa-
ther which is in Heaven.                        
A Brother of & in Christ. 

Thank God for you & your 
church. Jesus name. 

Thank you for the xmas cards!  

I was able to send my grandson a xmas 

card!  

Thank you for everything. 

Thank you & God bless!!!! 

Thank you Springfield 
Lutheran Church for the 
Christmas cards sent to 

Webster County jail 

In Christ’s love, 
thank you. 

We would like to thank 
you for the stationary 
and reading material, 
that allowed us to 
reach out to our fami-
lies & most importantly 
allowed us to read 
Gods everlasting word. 
I really needed a re-
vival and the reading 
material helped me and 
few others the oppor-
tunity to do so!  

Thank you!  
Thank you!  
Thank you! 

THANK YOU NOTES FROM  
PREVIOUS YEARS  

JAIL MINISTRY  
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2021 CHRISTMAS IN JAIL  
You won’t be surprised to hear that Covid-19 has affected our county jail 
ministry. The good news is that some jails have reopened to the folks who do 
Christian ministry there, who deliver some of the items we supply. (At least 3 
jails can receive our items now!) We still have items left over from before, but 
we are hopeful that all the jails will reopen as Covid wanes, and items can go in 
then. We are collecting paperback books you consider appropriate for our 
church to give and the jail population to read (PAPERBACK ONLY - hard 
covers are not considered safe) and crossword, Sudoku, or other word puz-
zle books (without staples please) & postage stamps. Prestamped postcards 
will be really appreciated in jails that have disallowed mail in envelopes. There is 
a marked container under the Outreach Table in the Cry Room to collect 
these items. Please bring donations in by December 6th.  
 
We are still able to give the most important gift of all. Prayers -year 
round-for inmates (and jail staff) and their dear ones and victims. This 
note will accompany items: “Each & every one of us looks to God for love, hope, 
renewal, guidance, and so much more. We would like you to know that God and 
our congregation care about you. We have asked our members to pray for you 
and your families and we hope that the cards, puzzle books & books given to the 
jail library will be enjoyed. May we all walk together, as God’s children, with 
Christ, who transforms brokenness into wholeness through His grace & love. 
From Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, Springfield.”   
 
Please also pray for the staff & families of those who work in the jails. 
They do a challenging, vital, and often under-appreciated job. [We don’t need 
Christmas cards this year due to your great generosity last year, but if you 
have some you want to get rid of I will take them to Harmony House or other 
groups that can use them.]  Gayle Bell & Outreach Team  
 
*If you have any questions, call Gayle Bell at 417-268-8563 
 

 This Photo by Un-
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Making the Lefse 

We have been making Lefse at Prince of Peace since 2000. Uffda, that's a long time, ya?  We 
only missed one year, 2020 because of Covid-19.  
 
I would like to keep the tradition going, as so many of us enjoy it, not only for the fellow-
ship, exercise (my muscles hurt the next day from rolling!) but mostly for the camaraderie 
and lets not forget the taste testing after.  
 
However, it’s going to be very hard this year without our fearless leader Kay.  Her and Bob 
were there every year, Bob was sick one year and I don’t know how we managed without 
him!  They always came all the way to Springfield on Friday night, and again Saturday 
morning.  That’s a lot of driving! 
 
Hopefully there will be enough interest in it so we can contin-
ue the tradition next November.  Bob and Kay always brought 
most of the equipment we used so we will have to see how 
many grills, rolling boards and rolling pins we can come up 
with.  
 
I’m sure we will have fun, but it will never be the same with-
out our sister Kay. 
 
The big question is-white sugar or brown sugar?  Be careful how you answer that question!!! 

Susan Stelford 
 

A REMINDER ABOUT ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICES & HOME COMMUNION  

Worship is open to all who wish to attend-whether in person, or online. This summer, we scaled back 

our at home communion kits.  If you previously received them, and would like to continue, please 

email or call Heather at princeofpeaceelca@gmail.com.  We are also shifting how you can receive at 

home communion. If you are still not comfortable coming into worship but plan to again in future, we 

would ask if you would set up a time to pick the kits up from the church during the week or make ar-

rangements with the church office to have someone deliver them to you.  If your home situation has 

changed in that you are no longer able to make it to worship due to health or living situations (i.e. 

moved to a nursing home and/or no longer driving), please contact Heather and we will get you added 

to our home communion roster to receive communion once a month as we have done prior to Covid.  

If neither of these options work for you, please let the team know by emailing us at popworshipand-

musicteam@gmail.com and we will try to find a solution that works.  We also ask if  you have previous-

ly helped with the home delivery of communion prior to Covid and would like to continue to help with 

that or if it is something you are called to or interested in please email the team at popworshipand-

musicteam@gmail.com.Thank you, Worship and Music Team 
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Poinsettias 
To decorate the church at Christmas 

If you would like to order a poinsettia for $9 each in 
thanksgiving, in memory of a loved one, or just because, 
please sign-up on the sheet located in the church nar-
thex.  Make checks out to ‘Prince of Peace,’ and note 
“poinsettia” in the memo section of the check and place 
in Sue Stelford’s mail slot in the narthex (or in the offering 
plate with “poinsettia” noted in the memo section of the 
check) by no later than Sunday, December 12th. 

Daily Devotions 
November  

2021 

   Thoughts to Ponder by  
Pastor Larry L. Sydow, Retired 

larry.sydow@gmail.com 
Prayers by  

Pastor Bruce Freeman, Hospice Chaplain 
bruce259@msn.com 

Retired and former POP Pastor Larry Syd-
ow emails the church the devotionals each 
month.  You can pick up a printed copy of 
the Devotional booklets on the credenza 
facing the stairwell in the church narthex. 
The devotionals can be provided to you via 
email or if you would like a copy mailed to 
you on a monthly basis, please just contact 
the church office at 417-881-0833 or email 
princeofpeaceelca@gmail.com. 
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NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS  
“THE CHOSEN” 

Dave Jahnke leads Adult Sunday School begin-
ning at 8:15 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  A 
new class on “The Chosen” which is also a 
video series, began October 24th. 

CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School for children follows the 
9:30a.m. worship service in the “Solomon” 
classroom. 

THANK YOU! 
Thank you for the special offering, your 
friendship and support over the years has 
been a blessing. 
In Christ, Lindsey Robison,  
The Messiah Project 
931 S. Kickapoo  
Springfield, MO 65804-0054 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Bonnie Gaba and Don Hamp who will be unit-
ed in marriage on Friday, November 19th at 
Prince of Peace with Pastor Carl Gauck offici-
ating!   

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Congratulations to Major General Linda Hurry, 
USAF, niece of Diane Washburn who recently 
received her second star making her a Major 
General in the United States Air Force.   



 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AMBASSADORS FOR  
CHILDREN TOY DRIVE 
 

Let us help all the children in foster care in our area 
through Ambassadors for Children to have a Merry 
Christmas with a TOY DRIVE. 

The Toy Drive will run from now until November 28. 

Ages 0 to ?  A suggestion list will be posted by each box 
(remember, these are only suggestions) 

Place an unwrapped toy in the boxes provided in the 
Cry Room or the Fellowship Hall.  Donation can be a toy 
or a gift card for older children. 

Thanks for your generous donations. 
Outreach Team 

Christmas 
2021 

 A New Mobile App is Here!  We’re excited to announce 
VANCO has upgraded our mobile app! Vanco, our eGiv-
ing provider, has launched an updated mobile app called 
Vanco Mobile to replace GivePlus Mobile.  You can 
download the Vanco Mobile app for free from the App 

Store or Google Play. From there, you can make a one-time donation or set up recurring giving 
right through the app. Just select your fund and amount, enter a payment method and complete 
the donation.  Please download Vanco Mobile now if you have been giving via Give Plus+ pre-
viously. Vanco retired the GivePlus Mobile app the end of September. If you have questions or 
need assistance with the new mobile app, please contact the church office at 417-881-0833. 
 
GIVING OPPORTUNITIES!  
1. Place your offering in the offering plate located at the back of the 

church either before or after the worship service 
2. Mail offerings to the church at 815 E. Farm Road 182, Springfield, MO 

65810 
3. Give electronically by downloading the “VANCO MOBILE” app on 

your telephone or tablet via Google Play or the App Store; select Prince 
of Peace Lutheran Church Springfield, MO and give at your conven-
ience. 

4. Go to pop-elca.net home page, scroll to the bottom where you will see 
the opportunity to give online! 

5. Scan the QR code.  Once scanned with a QR reader on your phone or tablet, it will immedi-
ately take you to where you can give your offering through the “VANCO MOBILE” app 
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 SAFE TO SLEEP MEAL NOVEMBER 27 

Members of the POP Outreach Team will serve a meal provided 
by POP for the ladies of Safe to Sleep on Saturday November 
27th. The food will be purchased from a local restaurant, and cash 
donations would be appreciated.  If you would like to donate to-
wards the meal, please mark offerings as “STS Meal” in the 
memo portion of your check and/or let Kathy Corwin, Outreach, know.  Thank you 
also for your donations during the month of October of $1,265!  We procured a 
copy of Ramona Baker’s book, “Safe to Sleep, It’s A God Thing!”  

How can You help Least of These Food Pantry  
located in Christian County? 

 Give donations of canned goods, cereal, packaged meals, 
pasta, etc. and place in the basket located in the Fellowship 
Hall 

 Give an offering while at church and mark “Least of These” 
in the memo section of your check 

 Give securely online at www.leastoftheseefoodpantry.org  

 Text “Feeding People” to 417-216-6440 

 Mail a check directly to Least of These, Inc., 1720 James 
River Road, Ozark, MO 65721 

 Call 417-724-2500 

 Visit LOT website www.leastofthesefoodpantry.org to learn 
more about donating 

$1 = $10 worth of food!  With Least of These, Inc.’s estab-
lished relationships, they are able to provide $10 worth of 
food for just $1. 

The Covid-19 pandemic has severely impacted many families 
who are now in need of food assistance.  Least of These, Inc. 
continues to serve the most vulnerable in the Christian County 
community through a contactless drive-through food distribution.  

10,217 Residents in Christian 
County do not know where 
their next meal will come from.  
Food insecurities have in-
creased since the Covid-19 
pandemic.  The rate of food 
insecurity in Christian County 
has increased from 8% to 
11.5%.    
 

The Joy of Giving 
The Joy of Giving, our Fall Stewardship Campaign for the year, is wrapping up as we prepare 
for the Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 21.  Please look for the enve-
lope mailed to all member households in mid-October and prayerfully consider your re-
sponse.  If you did not receive an envelope, please contact the church office and one will be 
mailed to you.  We will dedicate all receipts of gifts of time, talent and treasure received 
on November 6 and 7. 

 Our giving of time, talent and treasure impacts each of us.    
 Our giving of time, talent and treasure impacts more than us. 
 Stewardship brings joy to the giver. 

A Stewardship Prayer 
Generous and loving God, You call us to be disciples of your Son Jesus and good stewards of 
your many gifts.  Open our minds and hearts to a greater awareness of your blessings.  By the 
power of your Holy Spirit, nurture in us a life marked by faith-filled prayer, service to our 
neighbor, and generous sharing. We pray through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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DIRECTORY UPDATES: 

Bonnie Gaba & Don Hamp 
2744 North Pierce Avenue 

Springfield, MO  65803 
Phone: 417-366-4739 

Email: morelockbr28@yahoo.com 

Ben & Joan Harrell 
5519 South Elmira Avenue 

Springfield, MO 65810 
Phone: 417-877-8154 

Email: zeff47@gmail.com 
 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE CAPS,  
PRAYER SHAWLS,  

BABY AFGANS & QUILTS 

Pastor Gauck will bless the caps, 
prayer shawls, baby afgans and 
quilts during the  Sunday, November 
28th worship service! If you have 
items at home, please bring them to 
church before Sunday, November 28 
so they can be blessed!   

Advent Midweek Worship Services  
Join us Wednesday, December 1st at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, December  8 at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 15 at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, December 22 at 7 p.m. 
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          Prince of Peace Lutheran Church    
               815 East Farm Road 182, Springfield, MO 65810 

Telephone: 417-881-0833    Fax: 417-881-6584  

Web site: pop-elca.net 

 Prince of Peace (POP) Lutheran Church, ELCA 

Email: (church office) princeofpeaceelca@gmail.com  

(prince-of-peace@sbcglobal.net email address is discontinued) 
 

Transitional Pastor: Carl R. Gauck crgauck@gmail.com 
PMA: Dr. Tammy Jahnke pmatammy@gmail.com 

Organist/Bookkeeper:  Joan Twiton jktwiton@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Heather Roberts heathereroberts@sbcglobal.net 

Financial Secretary: volunteer needed 

Choir Director: Linda Wegmann 

                   Deadline for articles for the Tidings: the 15th of each month 

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church 
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