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Our hope lies in the foolishness of the cross

Bishop Candea
scandea@css-elca.org

I’ve been thinking a lot about hope these days. How do we have hope
while still being honest about the realities and challenges we face? There
is hope that we will finally get this virus under control with the roll out
of the vaccines, but at the same time are warned “we are not out of the
woods yet.” Many had hopes at the inauguration of a new president that
we could come together as a nation and heal. Yet we continue to be
deeply divided along partisan lines. Where is the hope that the church
will be a public voice that proclaims the good news of God ’s reign of justice when many still interpret this as being too political and don ’t agree
with what “justice” looks like? Some are just hoping that the church,
that their congregation, will continue to exist .

We are in the season of Lent which is not typically described as a season of hope. That is the
focus of Advent. But if Lent is about journeying with Jesus to the cross, I would propose that
this is indeed a journey that leads to hope because our hope lies in the foolishness of

the cross.

Think about it. Instead of just repeating, “Jesus died on the cross” (what does that really
mean?), let’s review what actually happened. Jesus’ public ministry barely lasted three years,
three years of traveling on foot without the capacity for mass communication. He didn’t raise
any money for a campaign, didn’t start a new organization, didn’t change any public policy,
didn’t rally troops to storm the palace, didn’t get elected king. He didn’t just crawl up on the
cross and die. He was arrested and executed by the authorities of the day because his teachings and actions challenged the status quo, daring to proclaim that this was God’s, not
Caesar’s, reign and that God’s reign was a very different way of life. He died a painful, humiliating death which “proved” that Rome was stronger than Jesus and his followers. It is foolishness to look at the cross and see anything but defeat.
Yet, we dare to believe that on the cross, God was doing something new. We dare to trust, with our eyes
wide open, that in the humiliation, the suffering, the weakness of the cross God is present. We dare to embrace the foolishness of the cross and hope, not in ourselves, but in God.
Richard Rohr (whom I quote often because I find his writings so insightful) wrote about the need to be “holy
fools.” He said, “it is not about protecting the past by control (conservatives) or reacting against the past by
fixing (liberals). Both groups are too invested in their own understandings to let go and let God do something
new.”
Lent is a time for us to face and be honest about our agendas, biases, egos, need to both control and fix
things (confession of our sins) so that we might let go and return to God (trust that God is indeed doing
something new.) What decisions might we make, actions might we take, words might we share if our hope
was truly in God to do something new? What might hope that clings to the foolishness of the cross look
like? That is our challenge and invitation this season. That is where we experience healing and transformation, not just survival, for the church and for our neighbors. Let’s start being “holy fools!”
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WORSHIP WITH US
Saturday Evening Worship Service
at 5 pm
(casual, praise music)

Sunday Worship 9:30 am (Traditional)
No Saturday Evening Worship Services on:
Holy Saturday, April 3, 2021

Baptismal Festival Dates
Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord January 10, 2021
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
Day of Pentecost, May 23, 2021
All Saints’ Observance, November 7, 2021
Third Sunday in Advent, December 12, 2021
and/or Worship Services when a Bishop is present.
New Member Reception Dates:
(as long as a Baptism is not being done) are:
Epiphany, Sunday, January 10, 2021
Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord, January 10,2021
Transfiguration of Our Lord, Sunday, February 14,2021
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2021
Ascension of Our Lord, Sunday, May 16,2021
Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 23, 2021
Ninth Sunday of Pentecost, July 25, 2021
Reformation Sunday, October 31, 2021
All Saints’ Observance, November 7, 20201
Christ the King Sunday, November 21, 2021
Third Sunday in Advent, December 12, 2021

Welcome to the
Table of Our Lord!
We welcome all baptized Christians to the
table of our Lord who come seeking reconciliation and restoration, with God and with
the people of God, through the assurance of
Jesus' real presence with us in the sacrament.
Adults and children who have not yet been instructed in the sacrament are welcome to receive a blessing. Since we seek to include everyone in this holy meal we offer: the Host in
the form of gluten free bread. Red wine or
grape juice, is presented in individual cups
to protect health.

Remember to check the voice mail message on the church phone (417-881-0833)
and/or facebook or the church webpage (pop-elca.net) when inclement weather could impact
worship services or events planned at the church
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TEST YOURSELF IN EASTER QUIZ
by Dan Carlinsky

Written for the Associated Press
submitted by Trisha Lambert
Easter, as some need to be reminded, is more than new spring clothes and decorated eggs. In the Christian
world, it celebrates the resurrection of Jesus, a story told in the Bible. Here, Dan Carlinksy, author of “The
Complete Bible Quiz Book,” poses 20 questions on the Easter story, taken directly from the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. Anyone who has read the New Testament should be able to answer some. Others are a little more detailed. Count five for each correct answer. A score of 65 is passing; 80 earns a “B;”
and 90 or better is worth an “A.”

Easter Exam

1. Judas made a deal with the chief priests to deliver Jesus for: A. 20 pieces of gold B. 30 pieces of silver
C. 100 shekels. D. an appointment to an important post. E. their blessing
2. True or False: Judas betrayed Jesus by pointing to him and saying, “This is Jesus, King of the Jews!”
3. Where was Jesus arrested?
4. Pilate’s wife warned him to have nothing to do with the trails of Jesus. Why? A. Because she felt Jesus
was a good man. B. Because she feared retribution. C. Because she had a foreboding dream. D. Because
she wanted Pilate to take her on a vacation. E . Because she wished him to resign his position.
5. The Romans dressed Jesus in a robe and put a crown of _______ on his head.
6. Later, for the crucifixion, Jesus was dressed in A. A finer robe. B. The same robe. C. A soldier’s
uniform. D. A loincloth anointed with oil. E. His own clothes.
7. “I am innocent of the blood of this just person.” WHO said it?
8. Simon Peter asked Jesus, “Lord, whither goest thou?” And Jesus answered, “Whither I go, thou cannot
follow me now, but thou shalt. _____________ .”
9. How many times was Peter told he would deny Jesus?
10. According to Matthew, Mark and Luke, what did Simon the Cyrenian do for Jesus? A. Defend him in his
trial. B. Carry his cross. C. Take care of his personal belongings. D. Give him water to drink. E. Lead
him from the tomb.
11. Three of the four evangelists (Gospels) called it Golgatha. Which evangelist, (Gospel) however, called it
Calvary?
12. How many men were crucified on the hill with Jesus? What were their crimes?
14. On the cross, Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for ___________________________________________.”
15. Who said, “Eli, Eli, lama, sabachthani?” What does it mean?
16. Who was the rich man of Arimathea who asked Pilate for the body of Jesus and wrapped him and buried
him in a tomb?
17. The chief priests and pharisees asked Pilate to set up guards at the tomb of Jesus because they recalled that
Jesus had promised to rise after _____ days.
18. One of the apostles upon hearing of the resurrection said, “Except I shall see in His hands the print of the
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.”
Which apostle said this?
19. When did Jesus ask the apostles, “Have ye here any meat?” Was it: A. at the last supper? B. On the way to
Calvary? C. While he was on the cross? D. After the resurrection? E. Never?
20. How did Judas die?
(answer key can be found on page 4)
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 Maundy Thursday Worship Service

with Holy Communion on April 1st at
7 pm
 Good Friday Worship Service on
April 2nd at 7 pm
 NO Saturday Evening Worship Service on Holy Saturday, April 3rd
 Easter Worship Services with Holy
Communion on April 4th at 8:30 am
& 10:30 am with coffee and Easter
Egg Hunt for children in between the
services
The Answers to Easter Quiz on page 3

1. B. See Matthew 26:14-15
2. False. He indicated Jesus by kissing him. See Matthew 26:48-49; Mark 14:44-46 and Luke 22:47-48
3. At Gethsemane. See Matthew 26:36,50, Mark 14:32,46.
4. C. See Matthew 27:17,19
5. Thorns. See Matthew 27:29; Mark 15:17; John 19:2
6. E. See Matthew 27:31, Mark 15:20.
7. Pilate. See Matthew 27:24
8. “……..follow me afterwards.” See John 13:36
9. Three times. See Matthew 26:33-34; Mark 14:29-30; Luke 22:34 and John 13:37-38
10. B. See Matthew 27:32, Mark 15:21, Luke 23:26; John 19:16-17
11. Luke. See Matthew 17:13; Mark 15:22; Luke 23:33; John 19:17
12. Two. See Matthew 27:38; Mark 15:27, Luke 23:32; John 19:18
13. They were thieves, according to Matthew and Mark. (Luke and John do not say.
14. “……..they know not what they do.” See Luke 23:33-34
15. Jesus. “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” See Matthew 27:46
16. Joseph. See Matthew 27:57-58; Mark 15:43-46; Luke 23:50-53; John 19:38-42.
17. Three. See Matthew 27:62-64
18. Thomas. See John 20:24-25
19. D. See Luke 24:41-43
20. He hung himself. See Matthew 27:3,5

A REMINDER A CAPITAL APPEAL
IS IN PROGRESS
A reminder a capital appeal is in progress
since November 15th to pay for the new equipment and technology needed to continue offering virtual worship services. As of March 28,
$4,508.34 has been received out of the $5,000
needed! Thanks! Worship and Music Team

DIRECTORY

UPDATES
Change of address for the
following:
Jeremy & Jessica Stelford
512 North Casady
Republic, Missouri 65738
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NOISY OFFERINGS APRIL 10 & 11
LIFT UP SPRINGFIELD

Lift up Springfield provides medical, dental and mental health to our neighbors in need.
The clinic is staffed by volunteers of doctors, dentists, nurses, hygienists, office staff and
many more. The clinic is located at 2005 East Kearney Street, Suite K in Springfield. Outreach Team

Noisy Offerings May 1 & 2—Safe to Sleep
• Overnight women's shelter
• Has been a safe space for over 1000 women since October 2011
• Snacks, dinner and breakfast are provided
• Two volunteers are on duty all night
• Hosted by Pathways Methodist church/includes showers
• Women are provided cots, sleeping bags, and can get personal
items if needed;
• Cash donations are utilized in areas with greatest needs

PLEASE NOTE:
CHURCH OFFICE
EMAIL ADDRESS
CHANGE
Our
prince-of-peace@sbcglobal.net
email address is being discontinued/
phased out.
The new church email address is:
princeofpeaceelca@gmail.com
Please add this to your contacts list
inside your email accounts. Thanks!

PROTEIN DRIVE-40 DAYS OF LENT

We have been collecting foods high in protein for Least
of These Food Pantry through out the 40 days of Lent.
We are wrapping up our Protein Drive so bring your donations to church this week! Collection box is in the cry
room. Foods high in protein
are:
• Canned tuna and salmon
• Dried beans
• Peanut butter
• Mac and cheese
• Nuts
• Must be non-perishable
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How about 5 minutes of a short devotion via Zoom
Let’s gather in His name to begin and/or end our day. Mondays
at 7:30 am & Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm. We’ll read a devotion - no more than 5 minutes. Those who want to and have
time can stay for another 15 minutes or so to discuss. The
Zoom ID numbers along with passwords are included below so
there is no need to sign up, just join us when you can. Questions? Call Gayle Bell 268-8563.
Mondays 7:30 am
ID: 853 2923 0789
Password: 503868
Weblink: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85329230789?pwd=Q01wTkxNK2NtWWJtN2ZNSlhpLzFJZz09
Thursdays 7:30 pm
ID: 883 6186 9412
Password: 987415
Weblink: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88361869412?pwd=eXpBMmIwM3pVMGlLYTkzRE1RcGNMQT09

*No Devotional via ZOOM on MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST due to the 7 pm Worship Service

April Wedding
Anniversaries

April Birthdays
Linda Converse
Mary Potthoff
Patty Killian
Jerry Van Aken
Danielle Kolie
Sheree Washburn
Angie Messner
Diane Washburn
Sarah Derr
Les Rohr
David Hightower
Kent Carter
Jason Flood

April 1
April 2
April 3
April 3
April 7
April 8
April 11
April 11
April 13
April18
April 19
April 19
April 23

Jeremy Stelford
Gail Ernst
Valerie Onstott
Bonnie Michul
Bruce Moore

April 21
April 26
April 27
April 29
April 30

Don & Becky Skare, 56 years April 10
Shea & Isaiah Reece, 3 years April 14
William & Elfreda Cole, 59 years, April 18
Susan & Rodney Stelford, 37 years, April 24

GIVING OPPORTUNITIES!

1. Place your offering in the offering plate located at the back of the
church either before or after the worship service
2. Mail your offering to the church
3. Give electronically by downloading the
app on your telephone or tablet; select Prince of Peace Lutheran Church Springfield, MO and give at your convenience
4. Go to pop-elca.net home page, scroll to the bottom where you will
see the opportunity to give online
5. Scan the QR code. Once scanned with a QR reader on your phone
or tablet, it will immediately take you to where you can give your
offering through the

app
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Easter Egg Hunt
for children after the
8:30 a.m. Easter Worship

MATTHEW 18:20 "For where two or three are
gathered in My name, I am there among
them." Let us gather outdoors for prayer, a short
devotional and a walk! We will gather at the church
and just walk around the parking lot to start
with. The fresh air and the fellowship will be good
for our souls. This activity will occur each week at
11:30 a.m. on Saturday mornings (as long as it is
not raining) for anyone interested. Tammy Jahnke
will lead the prayer and devotional to start with but others will be encouraged to share. Activity starts on Saturday, April 10.
APRIL DAILY DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET AVAILABLE
A Daily Devotional for the month of April are available on a table in the narthex. These Daily
Devotionals are written by former POP Pastor Larry Sydow now retired and residing in New
Mexico. If you would like the booklet mailed to you, please contact the church office.

APRIL SERVANTS OF THE LORD
April 3

April 10

April 17

April 24

Worship Asst.
Greeter

No service tonight

Gayle Bell

Brandon Messner

Rick Lewis

No service tonight

Peggy McCabe

Ed & Sarah Derr

Peggy McCabe

Sunday SOTL

Easter April 4 at
8:30 am
Brett Onstott

April 11

April 18

April 25

Scott Simpson

Cherie Guillen

Herb Peterson

Barry & Patty Killian
Herb Peterson

Joel & Julie Karlson
Ross Jahn

Brandon & Desi Flood
Bill Ernst

SEW SOTL

Worship Asst.
Greeters
Usher
Worship Asst.
Greeter
Usher

Pat Van Aken
Ross Jahn
Easter April 4 at
10:30 am
Gail Ernst

Karlsons
Bill Ernst
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