Second Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 28, 2021 10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace,
for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!
Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP
Music for the Beginning of Worship
Welcome

“Listen, God Is Calling”
Worship Team

Tanzanian tune, arr. Austin C. Lovelace

Gathering Song

“The God of Abraham Praise”
vs. 1, 2, 3, 4

No. 813

Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.
All:
And also with you.
Pastor: The word is near you,
All:
on your lips and in your heart.
Pastor: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord,
All:
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Pastor: Faith comes from what is heard,
All:
and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.
Scripture Song

“Open My Lips, O Lord”
Sung many times; other melodies will be layered in by the cantors.
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Prayer of the Day
All:
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be for us the
means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Moment
WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
First Reading

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty;
walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will make you
exceedingly numerous.” Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, “As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me
and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and to your offspring after you.”
God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will
bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of
peoples shall come from her.”
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm

Psalm 22:23-31

Reader: You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in awe of the Lord, all you
offspring of Israel. For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the
Lord‘s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the Lord hears them.
All:
From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the sight of those who
fear the Lord. The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your
hearts live forever!
Reader: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; all the families of nations shall bow
before God. For dominion belongs to the Lord, who rules over the nations.
All:
Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down to the dust, though
they be dead, shall kneel before the Lord. Their descendants shall serve the Lord, whom they shall
proclaim to generations to come. They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn,
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”
Second Reading

Romans 4:13-25

The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law
but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and
the promise is void. For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
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For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his
descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the
father of all of us, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in
whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So numerous
shall your descendants be.” He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already
as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb.
No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned
to him as righteousness.” Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for
ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who was handed
over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading

Mark 8:31-38

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 8th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the
chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the
whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed
of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Pastor Rachel Laughlin

Sermon
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Hymn of the Day

“Restore in Us, O God”

No. 328

Apostles’ Creed
Asst:
In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
All:
We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.
Asst:
All:

Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Asst:
All:
Asst:

If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!
God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one
another.

Asst:
All:

Gracious God,
have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things done and
left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pas

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

All:
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Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All:
And also with you.
Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings?
If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.
Offering Song

“Create in Me A Clean Heart”

Offering Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God,
All:
in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to life, from silence to speech, from
idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through all the
ages we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Prayers of the Church
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Prayers of Intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.
Repeat “Knit My Heart to You” after The Lord’s Prayer.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org!
We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!
We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!
Final Blessing
Pastor: May the God of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus.
All:
Amen.
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Sending Hymn

“Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”

No. 802

Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

“Shout to the Lord”
Worship Team
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Darlene Zschech

Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill,
Tech: Mike Whately, Paul Swodzinski
Reader: Kathy Eklov
Prayers: Noel Sederstrom
Call to Worship Bells: Jessie Ruckstaetter

A large cross and candles on a purple cloth are featured as
part of our worship environment this Lent in the style of
Holden Village’s Prayer around the Cross tradition. While it
is not yet safe to gather around the cross in person, light
candles, and sing and pray together, we hope this cross will
be a visual reminder that God gathers us in Spirit when we
cannot gather in person. The cross will be part of our Sunday
and Wednesday services throughout Lent.

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
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