
First Sunday in Lent
Sunday, February 21, 2021   10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 

for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Music for the Beginning of Worship “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome



Gathering Song “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days” No. 319

Greeting

Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

All:  And also with you.
Pastor: The word is near you, 
All: on your lips and in your heart.
Pastor: If you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord, 
All: and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.
Pastor: Faith comes from what is heard, 
All: and what is heard comes through the word of Christ. 

Scripture Song “Open My Lips, O Lord”
Sung many times; other melodies will be layered in by the cantors.
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Prayer of the Day 
All: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of

temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels
be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Children’s Moment

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading Genesis 9:8-17

God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your
descendants after you, and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every
animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again
shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God
said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you,
for all future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and
the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood
to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between
God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant
that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 25:1-10

Reader: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
All: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me.
Reader: Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
All: Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
Reader: Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the

day long.
All: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting.
Reader: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;  remember me according to your steadfast

love and for the sake of your good ness, O Lord.
All: You are gracious and upright, O Lord; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
Reader: You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.
All: All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness  to those who keep your covenant and

your testimonies. 
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Second Reading 1 Peter 3:18-22

Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was
put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went and made a proclamation to the
spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the
building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading  Mark 1:9-15

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 9  chapter.   th

Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he was
coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And
a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”

And the Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by
Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin
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Hymn of the Day “Out in the Wilderness”

Apostles’ Creed
Asst: In Christ, you have  heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation:
All: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the premised Holy Spirit.

Asst: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
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sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Asst: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
All: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!.
Asst: God has given us the ministry of reconciliation. Therefore, let us be reconciled to God and to one

another. 
Asst: Gracious God,
All: have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, know and unknown, things done and left

undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor
and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Pas  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen 
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

All: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.

Offering Song “Create in Me A Clean Heart”  
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Offering Prayer
Pastor: Let us pray. Gracious God,
All: in the abundance of your steadfast love, you call us from death to life, from silence to speech,

from idleness to action. With these gifts we offer ourselves to you, and with the Church through
all the ages we give thanks for your saving love in Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.              

Prayers of the Church

Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Knit My Heart to You” after The Lord’s Prayer.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!

Final Blessing
Pastor: May the god of faithfulness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in

accordance with Christ Jesus. 
All: Amen.
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Sending Hymn “Bless Now, O God, the Journey” No. 326

Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude  “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast” David Johnson
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Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin

Music: Janet Hill,
Tech: Mike Whately, Paul Swodzinski

Reader: Amy Baumann
Prayers: Gail MacNellis

A large cross and candles on a purple cloth are featured as
part of our worship environment this Lent in the style of

Holden Village’s Prayer around the Cross tradition. While
it is not yet safe to gather around the cross in person, light

candles, and sing and pray together, we hope this cross
will be a visual reminder that God gathers us in Spirit

when we cannot gather in person. The cross will be part
of our Sunday and Wednesday services throughout Lent.

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
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