
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 31, 2021   10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 

for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude “Song Without Words” Darwin Wolford

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon
all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.

All:  Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Holy God, 
All: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are

burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

Pastor: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of a Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

All: Amen.

Gathering Song “Rise, Shine, You People!” No. 665
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Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. 
All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day 
All: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and continually reveal

your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion,
that all creation will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20

[Moses said:] The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people; you shall
heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when
you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the
Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from
among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything
that I command. Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will
hold accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name
a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 111

Reader: Hallelujah! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, in the
congregation.

All: Great are your works, O Lord, pondered by all who delight in them. Majesty and splendor mark your
deeds, and your righteousness endures forever.

Reader: You cause your wonders to be remembered; you are gracious and full of compassion. You give food to
those who fear you, remembering forever your covenant. You have shown your people the power of
your works  in giving them the lands of the nations.

All: The works of your hands are faithfulness and justice; all of your precepts are sure. They stand fast
forever and ever, because they are done in truth and equity. 

Reader: You sent redemption to your people and commanded your covenant forever;  holy and awesome is your
name.

All: The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; all who practice this have a good understanding.
God’s praise endures forever. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”
Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does
not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.
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Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there
is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are
many gods and many lords—yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we
exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now,
they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food
will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that
this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess
knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the
point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are
destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience when it is weak,
you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause
one of them to fall.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading  Mark 1:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1  chapter.   st

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. Just then
there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus
of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him,
saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice,
came out of him. They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new
teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began
to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin
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Hymn of the Day “You Are Mine” No. 581

Apostles’ Creed
Asst: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church

Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Holy Spirit” after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.

Offering Song “Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am” No. 814 
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WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!

Final Blessing
Pastor: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter a keep you

in peace.
All: Amen.

Sending Hymn “Son of God, Eternal Savior” No. 655
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Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Psalm 19” Benedetto Marcello 

Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill, members of the Sanctuary Choir
Tech: Mike Whately, Paul Swodzinski
Reader: Bette MacKenzie
Prayers: Dick Hewitt

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
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