
Third Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 24, 2021   10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 

for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude “Lead Me, Guide Me” Doris Akers
Worship Team

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.



Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is poured out upon
all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation.

All:  Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Pastor: Holy God, 
All: you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess that our hearts are

burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow
your outward way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources
and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.

Pastor: How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of a Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we
are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.

All: Amen.

Gathering Song “We Are Called” No. 720

2



Greeting
Pastor: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you

all. 
All: And also with you.

Prayer of the Day 
All: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit,

and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD
First Reading Jonah 3:1-10

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim
to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now
Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh
believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.

When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, removed his robe, covered himself with
sackcloth, and sat in ashes. Then he had a proclamation made in Nineveh: "By the decree of the king and his
nobles: No human being or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste anything. They shall not feed, nor shall they drink
water. Human beings and animals shall be covered with sackcloth, and they shall cry mightily to God. All shall
turn from their evil ways and from the violence that is in their hands. Who knows? God may relent and change
his mind; he may turn from his fierce anger, so that we do not perish."

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity
that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 62:5-12

Reader: For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 
All: God alone is my rock and my salvation, my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. In God is my

deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.
Reader: Put your trust in God always, O people, pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. Those

of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted. Placed on the scales
together they weigh even less than a breath.  Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.

 All: God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, that power belongs to God. Steadfast love belongs to
you, O Lord, for you repay all according to their deeds. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as
though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as
though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, and those who deal with
the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Gospel Reading  Mark 1:14-20

The Holy Gospel according to Mark the 1  chapter.   st

Glory to you, O Lord.

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for
they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And immediately
they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin

Hymn of the Day “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” No. 588
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Apostles’ Creed
Asst: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith:
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the Church

Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Pastor: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Holy Spirit” after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.
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Offering Song “You Have Come to the Lakeshore” No. 817

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!
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Final Blessing
Pastor: God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter a keep you

in peace.
All: Amen.

Sending Hymn “We Are Marching in the Light” No. 866

Dismissal
Pastor: Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Rejoice in the Mission” Dan Bielenberg 
Worship Team
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Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill
Tech: Mike Whately, Paul Swodzinski
Reader: Lee Banitt
Prayers: Gail Brown

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
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