
Scripture:  2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16  

Now when the king was settled in his house, and the Lord had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a 
house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all 
that you have in mind; for the Lord is with you.” 
 
But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan: Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the Lord: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have 
been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. Wherever I have moved about among 
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, 
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me 
a house of cedar?” Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the 
Lord of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my 
people Israel; and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your en-
emies from before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great 
ones of the earth. And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall af-
flict them no more, as formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Is-
rael; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the Lord declares to you that 
the Lord will make you a house. Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 
before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 

Pastor Jim Foster                   pastorjimfoster@gmail.com 
 

For me, growing up, church was a safe place. I was the only one of my family who                     
attended. Absolutely everyone was welcome there and so was every form of attire, from 
blue jeans to suits and ties. It was a huge house, nearly filled to overflowing with people, 
none of whom talked to me or even knew my name, but there was always a space for 
me in the pew. I was raised a Roman Catholic, so as a child and pre-teen even the                      
language of worship was totally undecipherable, all in Latin, the music and sermons                
hideously boring, the rhythms and rituals of worship mysterious. But for that hour in that 
house, life was predictable and safe. No one drank too much, no one argued, no one 
was awakened by nightmares. God and the priests were in control.  
 
I thought you needed a house for that, until I became the pastor of a church without a 
building of its own. I served that church, my last church, for sixteen years, and for nine of 
those years we worshipped in borrowed space. At first it was an elementary school                   
community room, where we set up and took down chairs every Sunday. When they                    
doubled our weekly rent we moved to a chapel in a Catholic school.  

Continued . . . 
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Devotional  
Monday, December  21, 2020 



Sometimes we held services under a tent, and sometimes under the open sky. I’ve bap-
tized in rivers and at picnic tables, held most of my weddings outdoors, held more than 
one funeral at graveside. So for me, serving Communion from the Sistine Chapel would 
be no would be no more sacred than from the tailgate of my truck.  
 
In the lesson above, King David has established an empire and now wants to build a 
house for his God, to move worship out of the tent they’ve been carrying all those years 
in the wilderness, since their escape from slavery in Egypt. He is settling down, and wants 
God to settle down with him - and God says no. If you recall, my friends, that’s how these 
devotions began as well, all those months ago, as we began to wrestle with how to live 
through the wilderness of this pandemic - and how to worship as God’s people without a 
house for the church, how to feel safe and secure without a place. 
 
It is easier to worship with a building, for sure. You don’t have to remember to bring          
everything you’re going to need that day, you don’t have to pack and unpack and 
then pack up again to leave, you don’t have to wonder if they changed the locks and 
forgot to let you know. But I will tell you, when we finally built a quite lovely house for the 
church, we lost something. Visitors no longer helped without being asked. We stopped 
taking our big tent out to the low-income apartments two miles away for Vacation Bible 
School, where gangs held turf wars and toddlers wandered in the parking lot after dark. 
Worship seemed a little less moving - and sometimes it was hard to remember that 
church was not the building, it was the people. 
 
The Covid virus may have closed the doors of our church building - but it has not closed 
the doors to our God. It has simply reminded us that God has not settled down, cannot 
be contained. God is on the move again, and so are we. That safe place is still present 
among the body of Christ - the body just looks a little different.  
 

  

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

Lord, give me eyes to see.  

Notes:  
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Scripture:  Luke 1:46b-55 

 
“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior, for 
you, Lord, have looked with favor on your lowly servant. From this day, all generations will 
call me blessed: you, the Almighty, have done great things for me, and holy is your 
name. You have mercy on those who fear you, from generation to generation. You have 
shown strength with your arm and scattered the proud in their conceit, casting down the 
mighty from their thrones and lifting up the lowly. You have filled the hungry with good 
things and sent the rich away empty. You have come to the aid of your servant Israel, to 
remember the promise of mercy, the promise made to our forbears, to Abraham and his 
children forever.” 

 
Dr. Janet Hill, Music Director     hillparadocs@gmail.com 
 
Have you ever noticed that when you hear a word previously unknown to you, in fairly 
short order, you hear it several times? Or, when you see something new to you, you start 
seeing it often? My husband’s Aunt Eunice was all about flowers and gardening.                           
I remember one time she was showing us around her yard, chatting on about this plant or 
that bush, when all of a sudden she stopped, looked down, and pointed out a very tiny 
violet embedded in the grass. I would have never seen it, but even now, the better part 
of a half century later, when I’m out walking, I’ll notice a little wild flower, nestled down in 
the grass, and I think of Aunt Eunice. 
 
When I was growing up, Jesus’ mother, Mary, didn’t really exist for me – she was some-
thing my Catholic friends “did” – not us. But some years later, married and very pregnant 
in mid December, I “noticed” Mary, you know, pregnant and all, and I felt a kind of                   
kinship. As a musician, I had worked with a few of the many musical settings of her song, 
often called the “Magnificat,” from the first word in Latin, “My soul magnifies the Lord….” 
Over time, I have contemplated the radical aspects of the text. But in a slightly different 
vein, I’ve more recently been wondering if she, having experienced the miracle of a             
special new life growing within her, began to see God’s hand all around her, as well as 
within her in a new way. So the question I am pondering is, “How do I see myself and the 
world when I accept that God is within me and everyone and every thing?” Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies – proclaims – the greatness of the Lord….” 
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Devotional  
Tuesday, December  22, 2020 



Meister Eckhart, a 13th century mystic whose writings represent a lesser-known Christian 
spiritual tradition in which humanity, indeed all of creation, is experienced not as objects 
“out there” but as God-bearing sacraments. (I presume that would include the Russians, 
the Chinese, the Israelis and Palestinians, Muslims, African-Americans, Latinos, the 
Republicans and Democrats, et.al.) I can only imagine how relationships among peoples 
of the world and with the cosmos could change! Who will accept? Mary said, “My soul 
magnifies – proclaims-- the greatness of the Lord…. From this day all generations will call 
me blessed…. You, the Almighty, have done great things for me and holy is your name.” 
 
 

  
Prayer or Thought of the Day 

In translation by Matthew Fox, Eckhart has written: 

Now the seed of a pear tree grows into a pear tree; and a hazel seed grows into a 
hazel tree; a seed of God grows into God. It is a joy to God to have poured out the 
divine nature and being completely into us, who are divine images….All creatures 
speak of God the way I have. If the only prayer you say in your entire life is ‘Thank 
You,’ that would suffice. 
 

Notes: 
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Scripture:  Romans 16:25-27 

 

Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the                              

proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept                 

secret for long ages but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made 

known to all the Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about 

the obedience of faith— to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory 

forever! Amen.  

 

Youth Minister Megan Floyd         megan@popportage.org 

 

When I last wrote to you through the Manna Moments, on December 11th, I told you 

about a youth who struggled through hell to grasp the love that Jesus offered him. What I 

didn’t tell you is he moved away after he graduated, and we lost touch. He didn’t only 

break off contact with me, but from the other youth as well. I worry about him still, and I 

pray for him. 

 

My concern for this young man is that he was familiar with hell. He had grown                     

accustomed to struggle and pain, and when faced with stress, we humans tend to slip 

into the grooves we’ve already cut through our lives. We revert to our well-worn coping 

mechanisms. His were potentially dangerous. 

 

However, there is a crucial difference between his life before I knew him and his life after 

high school. During his time with us, he answered God’s call and was baptized. He felt the 

warmth of welcome and acceptance for the child of God that he was. We wrapped him 

in God’s promises and love, and he joined into our congregation’s shared story. He                             

became part of God’s family. 

 

This does not mean his life is now carefree and easy – he might very well be traveling 

through hell again. This time, though, I know without a doubt that Christ is there with him. 

 

A life in Christ has love and joy, but it also has hardship and sorrow. Following Jesus does 

not deliver a linear progression of increasing happiness, nor should we expect it to. We 

live in a world that is in bondage to sin, and we cannot free ourselves. For that, we need 

Jesus. 

 

In particular, this year has had more than a fair share of heartache, and so this year, in 

particular, we need Christmas. Christmas is God’s response to the heartache of the world. 

Christmas is the audacity to hope for the promise of new life – a promise delivered by a 

baby. Christmas is the reminder that the power of God is manifest in the lowly and that 

our strengths come from the weak. Christmas is the joy we feel when giving ourselves over 

to generosity and abundantly loving our neighbors in need. 

Continued. . .  
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Devotional  

Wednesday, December  23, 2020 



When I pray for my young friend and worry about what trouble he might be facing, I give 

thanks that the voice of God that pierced his darkness and called to him has also                           

promised to stay with him through it all. What an incredible comfort that is. Even though 

our heartache and struggle will not end on December 26th, I know on that day we will be 

newly reminded that Christ is with us, always. The promise of a life in Christ is not that it will 

be all highs and no lows. The promise is that Christ will be by our side.  
 

This year has been a trial, and I can’t think of a better way to end it than to lean into the 

promise that Christmas brings.  Like the conclusion to Paul’s letter to the Romans, we can 

close the year by giving our praise and thanks to God, who strengthens our faith through 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Prayer or Thought of the Day 

Christ Jesus, there is no pain or heartache that we can possibly face that is too much for 

you. We worship and praise your name and give thanks that you are by our side through 

it all.  Amen. 

 

Notes: 
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Scripture:   Luke 2:8-14 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ―Do not be afraid; for 

see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 1his will be a sign for you: you will 

find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.‖ And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ―Glory to God 

in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!‖ 

 

Devotion    Pastor Rachel Laughlin               pastorrachel@popportage.org 

The angels announced to the shepherds: ―to you is born this day in the city of David a 

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.‖ 

 

To you in on the couch in your reindeer pajamas. 

To you sitting at your computer with your coffee mug in hand. 

To you reading on your phone while you work a holiday shift. 

To you waiting in a hospital room. 

To you with your family gathered around you. 

To you alone in your apartment. 

To you in the midst of your joyful excitement. 

To you in the depths of your sorrow and grief. 

To you in your complete and utter exhaustion. 

To YOU is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 

 

Wherever you are, whatever you’re doing, however you’re feeling, you’re right where 

you need to be to celebrate Christmas. Because where we are and what we’re doing 

matters much less to this celebration than where God is and what God has done, is                

doing, and will continue to do for all human kind. 

 

And where is God? God is with us, wherever we are. Nothing can separate us from God’s 

loving presence. So rejoice and be glad! Christ is born for you!  

 

See other side  . . .  
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Devotional  

Thursday, December  24, 2020 



Prayer or Thought of the Day 

One of my favorite ways to celebrate something is to sing about it. Why not sing a                   

different Christmas hymn every day of the season? See the attached page for some                           

ideas for how to celebrate the 12 days of Christmas at home from Dec. 25 – Jan. 6.      

Gather with friends and family, eat cookies, enjoy your Christmas decorations, watch 

Christmas movies, and sing all your favorite Christmas songs. Songs are suggested in the 

list, but you could also choose your family favorites. 

 

 

12 Days of Christmas Celebrations at Home 

 

Wednesday, December 26 

Sing ―Joy to the world‖ (ELW 267). Bundle up and go outside to sing. Join your voices with 

the fields, rocks, hills, and all the earth! Jesus is born, and this is good news for creation. 

Notice the ways that the world outside is ―singing‖ its praise:  listen for birds singing, the 

sound of the wind through tree branches, and other nature sounds. 

 

Thursday, December 27 

Sing ―Go tell it on the mountain‖ (ELW 290). Today the church remembers St. John,            

Apostle and Evangelist. John’s gospel describes Christ as the Word-made-flesh who 

came to live among us. In Jesus, God comes to us in person to bring us love and light. 

With John and all messengers of good tidings, we shout from the mountaintop the joyful 

news that Jesus is born! 

 

Friday, December 28 

Sing ―O little town of Bethlehem‖ (ELW 279). Build a fort out of chairs, couches, pillows, 

and blankets. Make sure there is plenty of room in the inn—fill your fort with stuffed                      

animals, family members, and pets. Light a flashlight, lantern, or battery-powered candle 

inside your fort and think about Jesus being born among the animals in that little town 

called Bethlehem. 
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Saturday, December 29 

Sing ―O come, all ye faithful‖ (ELW 283). Jesus is born, and it is a happy morning! Cook breakfast 

together with your family—something delicious like pancakes or waffles. While you are cooking 

and eating, talk about your favorite parts of the Christmas season so far. 

 

Sunday, December 30 

Sing ―Love has come‖ (ELW 292). Celebrate love today. Call, text, FaceTime, or Skype family and 

friends who live far away and tell them you love them. At bedtime, bless one another by tracing 

the sign of the cross on each other’s foreheads and saying, ―Jesus loves you and so do I!‖ 

 

Monday, December 31 

Sing ―It came upon the midnight clear‖ (ELW 282). At Christmas midnight, the angels welcomed 

Jesus. At midnight tonight, we welcome a new year. Say a special prayer together tonight. Thank 

God for the blessings of this past year. Ask God for hope and protection in the new year. Pray for 

peace and healing for all people, nations, and creation. 

 

Tuesday, January 1 

Sing ―What child is this‖ (ELW 296). The church observes this day as ―Name of Jesus,‖ because               

according to Jewish tradition, baby boys received their names on the eighth day of life. Do you 

know what your name means? Were you named after someone? Do you have a nickname? Re-

member today that in baptism, you were also given the name ―Child of God.‖ 

 

Wednesday, January 2 

Sing ―Away in a manger‖ (ELW 277/278). While baby Jesus slept in the manger, his parents, the ani-

mals, and even the stars watched him and protected him. Tonight, hang stars above your bed 

and put some stuffed animals near you to watch you sleep. Remember that Jesus loves you and 

promises to guard you, sleeping or waking. 

 

Thursday, January 3 

Sing ―Silent night, holy night!‖ (ELW 281). Tonight, gather and light as many candles as you 

can find in your home. Turn off the lights. Notice how the candlelight bounces and flickers 

around the room. Have a leader say, ―Jesus Christ is the light of the world.‖ Everybody else 

responds, ―The light no darkness can overcome.‖ Take turns being the leader. 



Friday, January 4 

Sing ―Angels, from the realms of glory‖ (ELW 275). Have the magi from your nativity set been waiting 

to come to the manger? Move them somewhere a little closer to the nativity scene, then go out-

side and look for the brightest star you can see in the sky. 

 

Saturday, January 5 

Sing ―Your little ones, dear Lord‖ (ELW 286). Collect all the stars you can find in your home—the stars 

you hung over your bed, star ornaments from the Christmas tree—and place them around your na-

tivity scene. Hang the biggest one over the manger. Now your magi figures will know where Jesus is! 

 

Sunday, January 6 

Sing ―The first Noel‖ (ELW 300). Have a home blessing. Notice what you are thankful for in each 

room of your home, and ask for God’s blessing (―God, bless our kitchen and the                   conver-

sations we have there‖). Continue the celebration with other Epiphany traditions, like burning pine 

branches or eating king cake. 

  

Notes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

12 Days of Christmas at home ideas adapted from Families Celebrate Advent & Christmas 2018–2019                                    

(Augsburg Fortress, 2018) From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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