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Normally Advent is my favorite season of the 
church year. I love seeing the sanctuary decked 
out in blue. I love the reminders to slow down, 
to wait with careful intention for God to arrive 
on earth. I love seeing the kids prepare for the 
Children’s program and I delight in hearing all 
the festive music of the season. I love the 
wreaths and the candles. I love the evening  
services and the anticipation of   Christmas.  

 

This year is anything but normal and I’m sick of waiting. 

Or maybe I’m just plain exhausted by all the uncertainty this year has brought. 

 

Studies have shown that waiting is hardest for us when we don’t know how long 
we’ll have to wait.¹  When we do know how long we need to wait, we can find 
ways to pass the time or pace ourselves to survive the wait. It was easier to enjoy 
Advent waiting in previous years because I knew it would only last 4 weeks and 
then Christmas would arrive. I could cross off days on a calendar, light candles 
on a wreath, and know when the wait would end. Waiting out the pandemic is 
much harder because we have no idea how long our wait will be. We can’t pace 
ourselves. We can only hope for an uncertain someday when we’ll be able to 
travel, gather in large groups, and sing together again. 

 

Which makes this year’s Advent waiting a lot more like what people experienced 
as they waited for Jesus’ arrival the first time. Nobody knew for sure when the 
Savior would arrive. All they had was God’s promise, made generations before 
they were born, that a savior would come. Even Mary and Joseph had to wait in 
anticipation for the birth pangs to begin in their own time.  

 

This year has been an exercise in clinging to hope while we wait. Advent                       
reminds us that our true hope is not in world leaders or the speed of our science 
or the reliability of our technology (though those things can be very helpful). Our 
true hope is in the love and grace of God made manifest in the person of Jesus of 
Nazareth. However long we have to wait to see it fully realized, we can trust that 
God’s promise of salvation is true and lasting. Even if we can’t gather in the 
sanctuary to celebrate it. Even if we’ve grown tired and impatient. Even if we’re 
feeling grumpy instead of joyful this year. Love is still comes. 

 

. . . Continued 
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Pastor’s Page continued 

Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 

Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high! 

Love Has Come, ELW #292, st. 3 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rachel 

 

¹  Here’s an interesting article that sums up some of the psychological principles of waiting as they relate to the                         
 workplace:    https://worldofwork.io/2019/06/10-principles-of-waiting/ 

POP Up Church Advent Activities 

 

Contact your fellow group members once a week in Advent.  

Week 1: share a story about a time you had to WAIT for something. 

Week 2: share a HOPE that is near and dear to your heart. 

Week 3: do something that brings JOY to another member of your group (send a 
card, drop off a treat, call and sing a  song) 

Week 4: work together as a group to share Christ’s LOVE with someone.            
(drop off food for the pantry or clothes for Ministry with Community, send cards to shut 
in members, make a video of the Christmas story, watch the Christmas Eve videos 
“together” over Zoom or over the phone by calling each other and pressing play at the              
same time) 

 

Other ideas:  Take pictures of your home Advent wreath and share them with your group by text or e-mail. Don’t 
 have one? Try making one out of candles you have at home or (for a small child/pet friendly version) 
 make paper candles out of toilet paper rolls! You can make the flames out of paper, too. Share stories of 
 your favorite Christmas memories. Open your Advent calendars together. You can use the paper one we 
 mailed to each household or find something online, like this:      
 https://adventonline.faith/advent-calendar/  

https://worldofwork.io/2019/06/10-principles-of-waiting/
https://adventonline.faith/advent-calendar/


 

3  

Zoom Mid Week Bible Study 

If you are interested in participating on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. by Zoom.            

Email Pastor Rachel and she will send you 
an invitation.                                                                  

They are using the Augsburg Adult Study.  

The focus for this quarter is:  Call in the New Testament.                          
Contact the office to make arrangements to get                                    

a study book.  

The Ladies Lunch Bunch . . .                                                     

Will not be meeting in December. Watch for us to get 
together next year! 

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP . . .                                                       
Women’s Small Group will meet via Zoom at 7 pm,              

December 7 & 21. Continued discussion on Be The 
Bridge. Join us!! For the link contact Diane Snyder, 

dmsnyder1149@gmail.com.                       

What’s Happening at POP! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY —                                             
Will be meet  in the Social Hall                                                         

Prayer Shawl Ministry will not be meeting in December. 

Prayer Shawls are still available during this trying 
time. If you, or someone you know, would like the                   

comfort of one of  these shawls, call Dianne Hellman,      
323-9392, and she will get one to you. 

FAMILY SERVICE CELEBRATION in 2020 

Cut and tie a fleece blanket:   

If you took a blanket, please make sure you return it by  

Monday, December 14.   We have still have 2 blankets  

ready for pick up anytime. See Tamara in  

the church office to get one for your family. 

  Use this link: https://tinyurl.com/yyvvmhfj 

 

Food Items for Loaves and Fishes:                                                

We are collecting food until December 13. 

Bring a grocery bag to the church filled with non-

perishable food items for Loaves and Fishes.  Suggested 

items:  soups, peanut butter, jelly, canned vegetables, 

canned pasta—right now, things that can be warmed up 

are  preferred.  Drop bags off in the  gathering space.  

No sign-up necessary.   

Fellowship Events 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers is on Zoom!                                     

We will be on break from December 18 -
January 13. Join us on January 14! 

Thursdays at noon.   

Join us by Zoom as we breathe, practice        
yoga, relax & meditate. No previous yoga experience 

necessary. If you would like to join this group send Kelly 
Blair an email at kblair0702@gmail.com & she will send 

you an invitation to join.                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have gingerbread house kits available to                  

take home to decorate.                                                            

Please sign-up by December 18.                                                      

It will be first come; first served.                                                   

We only have 7 houses left. 

Use this link: https://tinyurl.com/y57j9ee4  

The Book Club will be reading . .  .                                        
For January we will be discussing                                
―The Women of Copper Country‖ by                         
Mary Doria Russell.   

This is a novel about the 1913 copper 
miner’s strike in Calumet, MI, the woman 
who lead it and the tragedy that occurred 
that Christmas.   

The meeting will be January 20 at 10:00 am on Zoom. 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/yyvvmhfj
https://tinyurl.com/y57j9ee4
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Social Concerns  

Coming Soon 

Christmas Giving and Help is in full 
swing for PoP. You have plenty of 
time to select one of the following 
ways to help our brothers and sisters 
this holiday.  
 
1. PCC and YWCA families needs 
can be found on the sign up genius. 

There are still items available for gifting.  For                        
questions please contact Pat Boulis, our chairperson.  

 
2. The Loaves and Fishes Food collection is ongoing. 

Please bring your donations to church during office 
hours or contact Mike Whately for pickup.  

 
3. Ministry With Community donations are still               

needed. Underwear, socks, scrubs, winter wear, hats, 
gloves, scarves of all adult sizes are very much                      
needed. Please bring to the boxes in the entry way of 
church, or call Mike for pickup.  

 
Thank you for your caring during this holy season.  

 

 

Budget hearings  

Sunday, January 10 and                              
Sunday, January 17 

These will mostly likely be in a      
digital format.  We will let you 
know.  

 

Annual Meeting  

January 24 

This will mostly likely, also, be in a 
digital format.   

 

Help for the Holidays 

If you’re in need of groceries or some help with the heat 
bill this winter, Pastor Rachel (989-600-8065, call or text or 
pastorrachel@popportage.org) or 

 Megan (megan@popportage.org) can connect you with 
resources to help. You can reach out to either one of us 
for confidential conversation. We are here for you. 

A new study group                         
of the book                                               

A Grief Received:                          
What to do When Loss Leaves 

You Empty-Handed by JL 
Gerhardt will be forming in 

January.  
 

If you’ve experienced the 
death of a loved one, are 
mourning what you’re 
missing out on in 2020                    

because of COVID, or are grieving a change in                          
employment, marital status, or other loss, and would 

like to talk about it with a group of caring, faithful                   
people, this group is for you.  

The schedule will be determined by participants,                          
so please reply contact Pastor Rachel at                                               

pastorrachel@popportage.org                                                          
to let her know you’d like to be part of it. 

mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
mailto:megan@popportage.org
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Other opportunities to volunteer at POP! 

WAYS TO HELP OUT! 

 Tuesday Food Distribution—continuing during the 

winter months, first and fourth.  

 Sending Birthday Cards monthly 

 Reading the liturgy &/or prayers for worship 

 Audio-video techs                                   

Visit the website to sign up! 

Thank You’s  

Volunteer Opportunities 

I would like to thank you and all those who helped 
work and put together the trunk or treat for                             
Halloween.  This allowed my child to have some sense 
of normalcy during a very uncertain time for                            
children.  I don't think I can describe how much I                 
appreciate all of you and thank you from the bottom of 
my heart.  

Maria Shaw 

ADOPT A FAMILY CHRISTMAS 
This will be very different this 

year. 
 

We have a family from PCC,                
5 from YWCA. 

 
 

Start by looking over the list and signing up for the gifts 
you want to purchase.  

 

You'll find the list here:                                                              
https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/9040B4CADAF23A1FA7-christmas1 

  

 Gifts for the PCC family need to be wrapped and 
tagged. **Gifts for the YWCA shelter families must 
not be wrapped.** The shelter is a secure facility – we 
cannot bring wrapped packages. However, we can 
donate wrapping supplies for the moms to wrap the 
gifts for their kids. 

  

 ALL gifts need to be tagged with the recipient                     
information from the Sign-Up Genius list.                               
For example, "PCC-Dad" or "YWCA-SamanthaG-Son, 
10 months" or "YWCA-ID#44226"  *The recipient's 
name is on the sign-up list. 

  

 Deliver gifts and donations of wrapping supplies to 
Prince of Peace no later than Sunday, December 13. 
You can drop items off M-Th between 9am-4pm, or 
call the office to make arrangements to deliver after 
hours. Gifts for the YWCA families can be shipped 
directly to POP (because they do not need to be 
wrapped). However, please be sure to communicate 
the recipient's information. If choosing to ship to 
POP, keep in mind the office is closed Friday,               
Saturday, and Sunday, and we cannot be responsible 
for packages left outside by the doors or mailbox.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4CADAF23A1FA7-christmas1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040B4CADAF23A1FA7-christmas1
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A Note from our Seminary Student 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration Holiday Worship Schedule 

Live Stream Worship  

Second Sunday in Advent   December 6 

Third Sunday in Advent  December 13 

Fourth Sunday in Advent  December 20 

 

Pre-Recorded Worship 

We will upload the two services of Christmas Eve at 
10:00am on December 24 

The services will both offer special music. 

Christmas Eve 1 will have the Children’s Program 

Christmas Eve 2 will be the message from                             
Pastor Rachel 

December 27 will be a pre-recorded offering of                             
Lessons and Carols and it will be uploaded at 
10:30am.  

Greetings!  

By the time you read this I 
will be half way through my 
week of finals. My first         
semester has been really 
great. I have learned a lot in 
all of my classes. In my Greek 
2 class, we had to translate an 
entire book of the New                    
Testament. Granted it was 
Philemon, so not a long book, 

but a full book of the Bible none the less. I have been 
working with our  campus organist via Zoom on voice 
lessons so that I can be more confident when it comes 
to leading sung liturgy. 

 The students that live on campus have done a 
lot to foster community when we can. We have been 
having campfires pretty much every other weekend and 
sometimes even in the middle of the week. These have 
been great for both community building, but we have 
also had some great discussions about deeper things like 
theology. Campfires are also great for hearing some of 
the recent history of the seminary.  

 I have been grateful for the chance to meet new 
people here in Columbia. I also am looking forward to 
being home for a little while over the Christmas break. 

Blue Christmas with Portage UCC                                   
Thursday, Dec. 17  7:00 PM 

 

We will join Portage UCC 
for a ―Blue Christmas‖ 
service on Zoom. This is      
a more solemn, contem-
plative service and offers 
an opportunity to lay the 
burdens, frustrations, and 
grief of this year in God’s 
hands. Please contact the 
office if you need help 
connecting to Zoom. 

 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89746055776?
pwd=OUdsQnRyMVhPYWxMSzJwYzdXL1VWQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 897 4605 5776   Passcode: 132504 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89746055776?pwd=OUdsQnRyMVhPYWxMSzJwYzdXL1VWQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89746055776?pwd=OUdsQnRyMVhPYWxMSzJwYzdXL1VWQT09
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes -  Ray & Linda Isakson                                                
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt,                                                 
in memory of Jan Christianson - Ray & Linda Isakson                            
in memory of Terry Kopanski - Claudia Lee                                                  
ELCA World Hunger - Joyce Stout, Peter & Tammy Olsen,                              
Juan Duran, Rod Hokenson                                                                       
Lutheran Disaster– Rod Hokenson, Ray & Linda Isakson                                         
Refugee Fund -  Mary Todas                                                      
Technology Fund  - in Memory of Tena Bruce & in Celebration 
of Jace Copeland — Jim & Angie Copeland 

November  Attendance:    

 10/1 194 Live stream—All Saints’ 

 10/8 186 Live stream 

 10/15 222 Pre-recorded worship 

 10/22 176 Live stream—Christ the King  

 10/29 178 Live stream– 1st Sunday - Advent  

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the digital 
views by 2 to get a virtual attendance. 

General Fund  October 

 Contributions $   36,577

 Expenses $   34,630

 Surplus/deficit $     1,947 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code      

to make                                                                           

your contribution to 

Prince of Peace.                                      

12-1  Cheryl Thomas                               

 Lisa Breneman Reed 

12-3  Ray Williams 

 Kathey Oosterwal 

12-6  Hannah Williams 

 Howard Olsen 

 Denise Bye  

12-7  Doug Beak 

 Verle Wiita 

12-8  Judy Willy 

12-9  Beth Sweeney 

 Pat Luma 

12-11  Grace Williams 

 Thomas Pederson 

12-12  Kevin Jawahir 

12-13  B.J. Stark 

12-14  Eva Oosterwal 

 Ella Bovenkerk 

 Hannah Preston 

 Sue Jones 

12-17  Garrett Mallak 

 12-18  Nicole Bolde 

 Bob Thomas 

12-20  Bryce Maurer

 Sandy Bennett 

12-21  Kay Kincaid 

12-24  Gail Brown 

12-26  Dave Reinhold 

 Andrea Seguin 

 Beth Whately 

12-27  Meghan Beuker

 Yvonne Gatz 

12-28  Karen Hare 

12-29  Layla Emrick

 Noel Sederstrom 

12-31  Sarah Maurer 

Anniversaries 

Noel and Cindy Sederstrom 12-03 

Tim and Jennifer Gatz  12-19 

Verle and Trish Wiita  12-19 

Don and Susan Jones  12-20 

Dennis and Jean Darling  12-20 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


