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Confirmation Sunday
Sunday, October 25, 2020    1:00 p.m.

I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. 

Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen.

-Martin Luther

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Worshipers responses in bold

Sit

Music for the Beginning of Worship 

“We Are Marching in The Light of God” arr. Mark Sedio

When the music begins please quiet your voices as a way to prepare for worship.

Welcome

Turn and face the font while in your seats, the confirmands stand and face the font

SERVICE OF HOLY BAPTISM

Candidates for baptism, sponsors & parents gather with the ministers at the font. 

Presentation
Pastor: God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope

through the sacrament of baptism. By water and the Word God delivers us
from sin and death and raises us to new life in Jesus Christ. We are united with
all the baptized in the one body of Christ, anointed with the gift of the Holy
Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life of the world.

Sponsors: I present Sidney Theresa Mack for baptism. 

Pastor: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, do you desire
to be baptized into Christ?

Response: I do.

Pastor: Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Sidney in the Christian faith as you are
empowered by God's Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism
and in communion with the church?

Response: I do.

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support Sidney and pray for her in her new
life in Christ?  If so, give a big thumbs up which means “We Do.”
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Profession of Faith
The candidate speaks the responses aloud, others may mouth the words quietly.

Pastor: I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith. 
Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Sidney: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Sidney: I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Sidney: I renounce them.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Father?
Sidney: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Pastor: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
Sidney: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Pastor: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
Sidney: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Font

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Pastor: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the

waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you

took delight. Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his

family, and through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into

freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the

Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus' death and resurrection you set us free

from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in you. Pour out your

Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those who are washed in the

waters of baptism may be given new life. To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

All: Amen. 

Baptism

Pastor: Sidney , I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy

Spirit.

All: Amen.

Pastor: Let us pray.

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give

your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, and raise them to

eternal life.

Laying both hands on the head of each of the newly baptized, the minister prays for each:

Pastor: Sustain Sidney with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and

understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the

fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

All: Amen.

The presiding minister marks the sign of the cross on the forehead of each of the baptized. 

Pastor: Sidney, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with

the cross of Christ forever.

All: Amen.
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Welcome
A candle is given as the assistant says:

Asst: Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will have the light of

life.

Asst: Let us welcome the newly baptized.

The assistant speaks the words, all others mouth the words.

Asst: We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the mission we share: join us

in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming

word to all the world.

Musical Interlude

Prayer of the Day

Pastor: Let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit

renews the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.

Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial,

defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

Sit

Confirmands Words of Faith
After each name is read, the Confirmand will read his or her chosen Bible verse.

Dear friends, we give thanks to God for the gift of Baptism and for these persons, one with

us all in the body of Christ, who affirm their baptism this day as a sign of their

participation in the life of this community of faith and its mission in the world. They will

now share with us a word from scripture that will guide their steps as they grow in faith

and continue their baptismal journey.

Avery Kathryn Davis – Romans 12:2 "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be

transformed by the renewing of your own mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what

God's will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will." 
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Gabriella Catherine Esch - Galatians 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Jacob Andrew Howes – John 8:32  “. . . and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you

free."

Sabrina Rose Floyd - Romans 12:2 "Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed

by the renewing of your own mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is -

his good, pleasing and perfect will."

Sidney Theresa Mack - Jeremiah 29:11 “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord,

 plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future of with hope.” 

Philippians 2:5 - Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus

Gabriel Harlan Maurer – Matthew 4:19  And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you    

fishers of men”

 

Clarrisa Suzanne Oskins – Galatians 5:22: But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.  

Blessing

Assistant:   Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings in Christ, whom

you have made your own by the water and the word in Baptism. You have

called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of the Holy Spirit

and nourished them in this community of faith. Uphold your servants as

they affirm the gifts and promises of Baptism and unite the hearts of all

whom you have brought to new birth, in Jesus’ name. 

All: Amen.    
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Gospel Reading  John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John the 8  chapter.   th

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you

are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free."

They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to

anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?"

Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.

The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there

forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Brief Meditation Pastor Rachel Laughlin

Affirmation of God’s Covenant 
The presiding pastor addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

Pastor: You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to

continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live

among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the

Lord’s supper, to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word

and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to

strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

If so, give a big thumbs up which means ”I do, and I ask God to

help and guide me.”

Pastor blesses the confirmands and says:

Pastor: Stir up in  Avery, Gabriella, Jacob, Sabrina, Sidney, Gabriel, and Clarrisa

the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the

spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the

Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Confirmand: Amen.
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Covenant of the Congregation
The minister addresses the assembly.

Pastor: People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and

pray for them in their life in Christ? If so, give a big thumbs up which

means ”I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.”

Commissioning the Stoles
Parents place the stoles over the confirmands’ shoulders.

Youth Minister: Jesus said:  “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my

yoke is easy, and my burden light.” May this stole be a reminder for you

that the promise you affirm today is not meant to be a burden, but rather

a joy. God has called you to serve and has given you the strength and

skills to follow that call. 

Anointing with Oil    

                   T   h  e   c  o  n  f i r  m   a  n  d  s    t u  r  n    t o  w   a  r d  s    t h  e  i r   p  a  r  e n   t s ,   a  s    t h  e    p  a  s t o  r    o ffers the oil.  

Pastor: Parents, after you dip a finger into the oil, make the sign of the cross on your

child’s forehead and repeat this blessing; which is a reminder of the promise

God made with you in baptism. 

Parents: Name, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with 

           the cross of Christ forever. 

Blessing of the Confirmands

Pastor: Through baptism God adopted you into the family of faith and now you have

affirmed that same faith. You are a part of the priesthood of all believers with

us in Christ Jesus. You have been called and equipped for service.  Take up

your cross and follow Jesus through the prairies and grasslands, in the desert

wilderness, along the freeways and back alleys of suburb and city. You belong

to God, who sends you to bear witness to Christ in all the world.

8



Asst: We give thanks to God for you as you continue to live with us in the body

of Christ, to share with us in God’s new creation, and to work with us by the

power of the Holy Spirit.  

The congregation may welcome their brothers and sisters with applause.

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE

Stand

Final Blessing

Pastor: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit

living in us. Almighty God a bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and

forever.

All: Amen.

Dismissal

Asst: Go in peace. Live in love as Christ loved us.

All: Amen.

Music for the Close of Worship

“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” arr. Jan Bender
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One way we can support each other 

as the body of Christ

is to share in one another’s joy!

The confirmands and their families gather outside

 for a cupcake reception.
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“But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.” –
Cleopas to the “stranger” on the road to Emmaus, Luke 24:21

But we had hoped. I can’t think of a better phrase to describe this
year. So little of 2020 has been what we hoped. Church, school, band,
scouts, sports – none of it is what we hoped or planned. Even the
celebration of your confirmation isn’t what we hoped it would be even
last week. Life in a pandemic is nothing like what we hoped. We’re tired,
lonely, and disappointed. We had such hopes, such dreams, such plans,
and now there’s only frustration and loss with what seems like no end in
sight.

Perhaps we’re on our own road to Emmaus. Maybe, as we trudge
through another anxiety-filled day, another difficult week, another
monotonous month, grieving what we’ve lost, talking about our dashed
hopes and all the ways this year has disappointed us, our eyes and
hearts will be opened to Jesus walking with us. Because our resurrected
Lord is with us now in the midst of our disappointments this year the
same way he was with the disciples in the days after his death – in ways
we don’t always recognize at first, but always there alongside us.

As we walk with Jesus, we find a deeper hope, not the hope of
going back to life as “normal,” not the hope of fast forwarding to a
heavenly future, but hope that goes beyond our limited, human
understanding of what’s possible and invites us to put our trust in the
kingdom of love God is building. A hope that is grounded in God’s
promises. 

         We may not all be able to stand in the sanctuary with you the way
we normally would, but we are with you on this journey of faith. You
have our prayers, our love, and our joy for the faithful people you are
becoming.

It’s a great day for hope.
May the hope and faith you affirm today continue to light your way.
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