
Reformation Sunday
Sunday, October 25, 2020    10:30 a.m.

I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor safe. 

Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen.

-Martin Luther

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude “Be a Searchlight” Rusty Edwards
Worship Team

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
All:  Amen.



Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Pastor: Faithful God,
All: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your

loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Pastor: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made
us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of a Jesus Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness of life, striving for justice and peace in all the world.

All: Amen.

Gathering Song “How Firm a Foundation” No. 796
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Prayer of the Day 
All: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour

out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort
them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your
saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Children’s Moment

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the
house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord.
But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least
of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 46
Refrain first by Cantors, then by All with “tag”

Refrain: God is our refuge and strength, God is our refuge and strength, 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble

Tag: 1,2,3,4, Psalm 46, verse 1

Reader: God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the
earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; though its waters rage and
foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Refrain by All

Reader: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High. God is
in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. Refrain by All

Reader : The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  The Lord of hosts
is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Refrain by All
Reader: Come now, regard the works of the Lord, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; behold the

one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns
the shields with fire. “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will
be exalted in the earth.” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

Refrain sung twice by all with “tag”. 
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Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, but though we had already
suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you
the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or
trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we
speak, not to please mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we
never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek praise from mortals, whether
from you or from others, though we might have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to
share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Refrain sung by all

Verse sung by the choir: Thy words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart.
Repeat refrain.

Gospel Reading John 8:31-36

The Holy Gospel according to John the 8  chapter.   th

Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples;
and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered him, "We are descendants of
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?"

Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have
a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be
free indeed.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin
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Hymn of the Day “In Christ Alone”

Apostles’ Creed
Leader: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church

Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Take, O Take Me as I Am” after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.
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Offering Song “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me ”

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!

Final Blessing
Leader: Mothering God, Father, a Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
All: Amen.
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Sending Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” No. 505

Dismissal
Leader: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Keep the Faith” Ray Makeever
Worship Team
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Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill
Tech: Mike Whately
Reader: Dick Hewitt
Prayers: Dick Hewitt

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.
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