
Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, October 18, 2020     10:30 a.m.

“Touched by the Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God’s Peace, 
for the sake of the World.”

Welcome in the name of Christ! We are glad to have you as part of our community this
morning. Your presence makes our celebration even more joyful!

Thank you for joining us for worship today. May God bless you and give you peace this week.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude “The God of Abraham Praise” arr. Hal Hopson

Welcome

Confession and Forgiveness

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, a one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation.
All:  Amen.

Pastor: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.



Pastor: Faithful God,
All: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn from your

loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before examining ourselves.
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves.
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Pastor: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has made
us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of a Jesus Christ. Led
by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness of life, striving for justice and peace in all the world.

All: Amen.

Gathering Song “The God of Abraham Praise” No. 831
vs 1-4
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Prayer of the Day 
All: Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for

you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

Children’s Moment

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

First Reading Isaiah 45:1-7

Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped
to subdue nations before him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before
him— and the gates shall not be closed: I will go before you and level the
mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars
of iron, I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret
places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call
you by your name. For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call
you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know me. I am the Lord,
and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not
know me, so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west,
that there is no one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. I form light
and create darkness, I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things.

Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]

Reader: Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.
All: Sing to the Lord, bless the name of the Lord; proclaim God’s salvation from day to day.
Reader: Declare God’s glory among the nations and God’s wonders among all peoples.
All: For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised, more to be feared than all gods. 
Reader: As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but you, O Lord, have made the heavens.
All: Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; power and splendor are in your sanctuary.
Reader: Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord honor and power.
All: Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the holy name; bring offerings and enter the courts of the Lord. 
Reader: Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; tremble before the Lord, all the earth.
All: Tell it out among the nations: “The Lord is king! The one who made the world so firm that it cannot

be moved will judge the peoples with equity.”
Reader: Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be

joyful and all that is therein.
 All: Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O Lord, for you come to judge the

earth. You will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with your truth. 
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,   To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 
Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly remembering before our
God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we
know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to
you not in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what
kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for
in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example
to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, and
how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom
he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation “Tembea na Yesu”

Gospel Reading Matthew 22:15-22

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 22  chapter. nd

Glory to you, O Lord.

Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap [Jesus] in what he said. So they sent their disciples to him, along
with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of God in accordance
with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you
think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you
putting me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.
Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered, “The emperor’s.” Then he said to
them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
When they heard this, they were amazed; and they left him and went away.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Rachel Laughlin
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Hymn of the Day “This Is My Father’s World” No. 824

Apostles’ Creed
Leader: Joining the saints of every time and place, we confess our faith.
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended
to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of
sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of the Church

Prayers of Intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Leader: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
All: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as

in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen.

Repeat “Hear Our Prayer” after The Lord’s Prayer.

Sharing of the Peace
Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
All: And also with you.

Offering
When we give our offerings, we are offering to God a portion of what God has first given us: ourselves, our time,
and our possessions. Take a moment to consider the ways God has blessed you this week. Where have you seen
God’s gift of resurrection and new life at work? What can you offer in return for these blessings? 

If you’d like to give a gift in support of God’s work at Prince of Peace, you can give online at
www.popportage.org, contact book keeper Sarah Maurer (bookkeeper@popportage.org) to set up recurring online
giving, use the QR code on the last page of the bulletin to give electronically or mail a check to Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church 1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI 49024. We appreciate your support.
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Offering Song “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me ”

WE ARE SENT OUT TO SERVE
Announcements
Stay up to date with all the latest community information on our website: www.popportage.org! 

We miss seeing you and talking with you each Sunday in worship. We’d love to hear from you in the comments
on the worship video posts on Facebook or YouTube or via e-mail to any of our individual staff members. Share
the link with family and friends!

We’d also love to see you at our Sunday Zoom fellowship hour at 11:45 AM after worship on Sundays. Contact
Pastor Rachel (pastorrachel@popportage.org) for instructions on how to join the conversation!

Final Blessing
Leader: Mothering God, Father, a Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life.
All: Amen.
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Sending Hymn “You Servants of God” No. 825
vs 1, 4

Dismissal
Leader: Go in peace. Remember the poor.
All: Thanks be to God.

Postlude “Praise to the Lord” arr. Calvin Hampton
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Today’s Participants
Pastor: Rachel Laughlin
Music: Janet Hill
Tech: Mike Whately
Reader: Tom Pederson
Prayers: Nancy Pederson

Use this QR code to give electronically to Prince of Peace Lutheran Church.

The God of Abraham Praise, Public D om ain

Tembea na Yesu, Public D om ain

This Is M y Father’s W orld, Public D om ain

Hear Our Prayer, text and m usic © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.  Perm ission under  O neLicense Annual License A-710485 

I’m  Gonna Live, text &  tune: Public D om ain. Arr. © 2014 Sparkhouse. Perm ission under Augsburg Fortress Annual License 262200 

You Servants of God , Public D om ain

All rights reserved. Used by perm ission.

9


