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God’s people are always adapting. 

 

From nomadic shepherds to slaves in Egypt to desert wanderers to settlers in the land of 
Canaan, to exiles in Babylon, and on and on throughout the ages to the familiar life in a 
faith community we knew until March of 2020. It seems God is not done with us yet, 
dear friends. We have been sent into the COVID wilderness and it’s time to start looking 
forward to how God is calling us to be the church in this time and place instead of                 
looking back at how things used to be.  

 

I am certain I’m not alone in being a bit terrified at the prospect.  

 

This is not what I signed up for. This is not what I trained for. This is not the life of faith  
I would choose. I’m sure people of faith have said the same things about slavery, exile, 
imprisonment, persecution, and all the other wildernesses in which we find ourselves. 
We can’t change the fact that we live in a world in the midst of a pandemic. This is the 
time and this is the place in which we find ourselves. We are going to figure out how to 
live in it faithfully. 

 

Now more than any other time in my life, the words of this old Sunday school song ring 
true: 

 The church is not a building. The church is not a steeple.                                                              
 The church is not a resting place. The church is the people! 

 

I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together. 

 All of God’s people, all around the world – Yes! We’re the church together. 

 

God has been with us as we’ve grieved the loss of our regular lives, the loss of our jobs 
and our sense of security, and the loss of loved ones this year. God is with us now as we 
try to discern the way forward. God will continue to be with us as we take the next steps 
in faith, always striving to be instruments of God’s peace for the sake of the world - even 
when it means worshipping outside of our building. Even when it means staying six feet 
apart. Even when it means Zoom meetings, masks, trying something new, and stepping 
out of what’s comfortable for the sake of the health and safety of our whole community. 

 

You’ll be getting a letter this month about POP Up Church, a new way of being in            
community with one another – being the church - until we can gather in a large group 
again. Please read it, prayerfully consider how you and your household can participate, 
and return the enclosed information sheet so we can begin to form the groups.  

 

I long for the day when we can sing and worship together inside without fear of infec-
tion, but until that day I ask for your patience, your grace, and your trust as we travel 
this wilderness together. With God’s help and each other’s support, we will reach the 
other side. 

 

Shalom,  Pastor Rachel 
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Zoom Mid Week Bible Study 

If you are interested in participating on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. by Zoom.            

Email Pastor Rachel and she will send you 
an invitation.                                                                  

They are using the Augsburg Adult Study.  

The focus for this quarter is:  Love for One another.                          
Contact the office to make arrangements to get                                    

a study book.  

The Ladies Lunch Bunch . . .                                                        
will be meeting Tuesday, September 15 at        

11:45 a.m.                                                                      
Meet at Main Street Pub at 7500 S Westnedge.           

There is a large outdoor seating area.                                                   
All women are welcome.  

WOMEN’S SMALL GROUP . . .                                    
Here we are heading into the fall portion of a year 

that has been one of never-ending surprises!! 
Wouldn't it be great to be a part of a group of                

women who are facing the same joys and                          
frustrations as you? Come join our group!                        

We'd love to have you! 

We read books and discuss and apply Biblically, 
listen to podcasts and utilize DVDs and sometimes 
other technologies. We also minister to each other 
via prayer and contact so that we can reach out to 
others.. We encourage any woman seeking a desire 
to learn about how God wants us to move in                   
response to others in His world plus be open to new 
friendships in a more intimate setting to come meet 
with us!! Currently, we are utilizing ZOOM for our 
meetings. We're starting the year September 14 & 28 

at 7 p.m. with a book discussion on racism, I Am 
Still Here: Black Dignity in a World of Whiteness              
by Austin Channing Brown. Ms. Brown shares her 
perspectives on being a young black woman in our 
current society.  

Please contact Diane Snyder, 
dmsnyder1149@gmail.com,                                                   

for the Zoom connection.                                                                                  
We look forward to connecting with you!!  

What’s Happening at POP! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY —                                               
Will be meet outside church Friday, September 4 at 10am.  

Prayer Shawls are available during this trying time. If you, 
or someone you know, would like the comfort of one of  
these shawls, call Dianne Hellman, 323-9392, and she will 
get one to you. 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers is on Zoom! 

Join us by Zoom as we breathe, practice                  
yoga, relax & meditate, all to contemporary 
praise &  worship music. No previous yoga 
experience necessary. If you would like to join this group 
send Kelly Blair an email at kblair0702@gmail.com & she 

will send you an invitation to join.                                                         

Bring your Own Picnic & Drive in Worship 

Join us on Saturday, September 12 at 6:00pm for a                                    
Bring Your Own Picnic Event.  

Please bring your meal, drinks and lawn chairs. We will 
gather in the church parking lot at 6:00 for a picnic followed 
by the Drive in Worship Service at 7:00. Cars will be spaced 
far enough apart that you can sit in your lawn chairs and 
visit while you eat. You can listen through your car radio or 
bring a portable radio and sit in your chairs. 
Communion will be served at this service. You will receive a 
pre-packaged communion cup and wafer as you enter the 
parking lot to be consumed during the communion portion 
of the service. Kids are welcome, but the playground will be 
closed. There will be restroom facilities available inside, but 
anyone who enters the building will need to be masked and 
only one person can enter the restroom at a time. We will 
have masks available if you need one. There will be another 
Drive Thru Service on Saturday, September 26. 

The office will be 

closed on                     

Monday,                        

September 7                    

in observance of                

Labor Day! 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com


 

3  

I'm so excited by the fabulous job 
you're doing as we step up our goal for 

Lutheran World Relief!     

 I especially welcome Gail, Tamara, & 
Chris who are new to our group. It                
appears that an unexpected blessing of 
our additional time at home is the                

opportunity for people to contribute their parts of the 
process whenever and wherever is most convenient.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities 

Fall Anti-Racism Group: 
 
We will be Meeting from 6-7:30 PM on the following 
Tuesdays:  

Sept. 15, 29,  Oct. 13, 27, Nov. 10 
 

Contact Megan if you would like to be part of the this  

group – the invitation is open to youth and adults.                      

We hope to have another group with a variety of ages, 

bringing a variety of perspectives, and especially en-

courage families to participate together. Email Youth 

Minister Megan at megan@popportage.org or call/text 

269-599-3726. 

Learning Opportunities 

The Book Club will be reading. .  . 

American Dirt by Jeanine Cummins 

Lydia, a book store owner, 
and her 8 year old son Luca 
are forced to flee from their 
home in Acapulco, Mexico 
after her journalist husband 
and the rest of her family 
are slaughtered by a drug 
cartel.  Lydia and Luca head 
on an epic journey north full 
of dangers in  order to get to 
safety in the US.  Along the 
way they meet many others 
including two sisters only 14 
and 15 years old traveling 
alone.  All are desperate for 

a better life in the  US.  They pay a “coyote” to help 
them across the border.  Will they all make it?  Will 
Lydia and Luca be captured by the cartel leader, 
Javier?  Read this book and find out. 

FAITH @ HOME  https://www.dofaithathome.org/  

Our faith is not just something we check in with on                  

Sundays; our faith is how we live lives of meaning and 

purpose every day of the week, if we will learn to notice 

and respond to how God is moving. 

But this awareness, like anything worthwhile, takes                

practice. Which is why a weekly discipleship practice of 

Reading, Reflecting, and Responding to scripture in the 

context of community is so important. 

The devotions on this site have been written with this 

practice in mind. Use them with friends or family to help 

you deepen your experience of faith experience from 

Monday-Saturday.  

It's been fun to see it all come together. I never 
know who will have dropped something off.                
Imagine my surprise when I moved a piece of                  
material to see a finished top underneath it, and 
then another, and another...9 tops sewn by Annette 
Smith that I hadn't noticed sitting on the shelf! I 
immediately thought of the story of Jesus feeding 
thousands with a few fish. (And she's not finished 
yet!) 

Blessings to you all. Thank you so much. 

Sheryl Swodzinski 

mailto:megan@popportage.org
https://www.dofaithathome.org/
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Social Concerns and How You Can Help! 

 
As a team and a congregation, 
we have all been busy with               
Lutheran World Relief donations.  
After the explosion in Beruit so 
many kits and quilts were           
destroyed in shipping crates on 
the docks, literally hundreds of 
thousands of dollars worth.  

Prince of Peace has decided to add 200 Health kits to 
our goal of 300.   
 

We are now working on the last hundred and you can 
donate items through our  sign up genius. Under the 
leadership of Sheryl Swodzinski we have 75 quilts in 
construction to send as well.  180 LWR backpacks are 
also being assembled  You can sign up to help assemble 
backpack and health kits before they are sent to Lutheran 
World Relief in October.  
 
Many thanks to all of you who have stepped up to                
donate and assemble kits already.  A special thanks to 
Ryan Hannemann and Olivia for putting together                
hundreds of kits and for packing and labeling 400. 
Let’s keep up God’s great work PoP.  

This and That 

I would to take this opportunity to thank my                      
Prince of Peace family and Pastor Rachel for their 

phone calls, cards and prayers for my brother, Jack,         
who passed away in August. He is at peace now and no 

longer suffering. God is good.  
Karen Gallagher.  

Fall Staff Hours 

Until the building is open to the public & 
we return to published office hours,                                                                   

the staff will continue to have Fridays off.  

If there is a pastoral emergency,                                                     
the Pastor will still be available.  

The staff will be available M-Th 9-4 by 
email, phone or by appointment.  

WAYS TO HELP OUT! 

 Tuesday Food Distribution 

 Sending Birthday Cards monthly 

 Reading the liturgy &/or prayers for worship 

 Providing items for Lutheran World Relief 

Visit the website to sign up or check the Social                    

Concerns article in this newsletter for items needed. 
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover, Marilyn & Randy Lund                                                 
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt,                                             
Claudia Lee in memory of Teena Bruce                                         
ELCA World Hunger - Anonymous, Brian & Karen Devries,                            
Bob & Carla Hannemann, Dale & Micki Holder,                          
Peter & Tammy Olsen                                                                                 

August  Attendance:    

 8/2 204 Live stream worship 

 8/9 138 Live stream worship 

 8/16 202 Live stream worship 

 8/23 144 Live stream worship 

 8/30 148 Live stream worship 

 Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance.  

No groups larger than 10 inside.  

General Fund  July  

 Contributions $   37,913

 Expenses $   29,830

 Surplus/deficit $     8,082 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code      

to make                                                                           

your contribution to 

Prince of Peace.                                      

9/1 Nicholas Tarpley  

Bruce Mills                 

Conrad Tisland                  

Sarah Beuker 

9/2 Karen Knapp               

Andrew Poisson              

Doris Bernlohr 

9/4 Karen Clyne  

9/7 Natalie Devries  

9/8 Nancy Mason  

9/9 James Morgan                 

Liam Jensen                

Jo Rich  

9/10 Stacey Lawrence  

9/11 Nathaniel Scaglione  

9/12 Bob Drafta  

9/13 Van Timm  

9/14 Louise Berdahl 

9/15 Joanne Preston  

9/17 Morgan Schuhknecht         

Bette MacKenzie                

Julia Zaleski  

9/18 Larry Wentzel               

William Tarpley  

9/20 Rob Boulis  

9/21 Mike Whately                       

Jocelyn Steinke  

9/22 Ken Tabor  

 

9/23 Andy Anderson 

Heather Maurer 

Gary Bischof  

9/24 Gordon Hare  

9/25 Jennifer Gatz    

Paula Kana'an  

9/26 Allison Dumler 

Amelia Maurer 

Alexis Maurer  

9/27 Janet Hill                  

Jack Jones                      

Sue Grinder  

9/28 Kelly DeRango 

Julie Cartier  

9/29 Mary McCrumb 

Brent Palarz    

9/30 Kaya Ottese           

Mitchell Eldridge  

Anniversaries 

Carol Stezowski and Cheryl Yingling   9/24 

Dave and Lorri Walch   9/24 

Van and Pam Timm   9/25 

Marty and Cassandra Pone  9/28 

Ray and Sandra Williams   9/1                   

Kevin and Jenn Jawahir   9/2 

Mitch and Heather Maurer  9/3 

Kevin and Joelene Pedersen  9/3 

Dwain and Barbara Leaser  9/7 

Greg and Lori Hannemann  9/10 

David and Sue Grinder  9/15 

Duane and Fran Bushfield   9/15  

Brian and Karen Devries   9/16 

Mark and Gail Brown   9/17 

Brian and Kris Rieck  9/18 

James and Jessaca Hart   9/18 

Tom and Sharin Noall   9/22 
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Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 

August 2020 marked Megan’s 10th Anniversary working at Prince of Peace. 

While we couldn’t celebrate with cake, we did manage to surprise her                                                                                    

at the Drive-in Worship Service on August 22. 

Sue Jones and the Yap Committee reached 

out to families who’s lives Megan had 

touched and presented her with a flash 

drive of well wishes and memories. 

Cal Davis presents Megan with balloons!  

Joanne, Hannah and Norah Preston 

have flowers for Megan!  

 

 

The Floyd family did get cake!                                      

Prince of Peace gave them an                                       

ice cream cake to take home. 

Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 
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Megan’s 10th Anniversary Celebration 

Pastor Rachel blesses                      

Megan’s Ministry and                              

the Floyd family                                          

for all the gifts they bring                        

to Prince of Peace! 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


