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I think I can speak for all of us – myself, Megan, and Pastors Foster, Gatz, 
Morgan, and Pederson – when I say we are so glad that you all have             
enjoyed reading the Manna Moments so far this year! I know I have                  
benefitted from receiving these tastes of God’s love and wisdom each 
weekday. I think all the authors have enjoyed the process of writing as 
well. It has been a wonderful opportunity to reflect on God’s Word in 
Scripture and to look for God’s presence with us in the midst of these 
strange and difficult days. 

 

We’d like to invite you to join us by sharing your reflections and God sightings, too. 

 

As Lutherans, we believe God speaks to all of us – not just clergy and church workers. 
We’re all part of the priesthood of all believers, by virtue of our baptism. Each of us can 
pray, read, wonder, and learn from scripture and we all do that best when we do it                 
together. The Manna Moments have allowed us to continue reading, praying, wonder-
ing, and learning together even as we have to stay physically apart. We hope you’ll con-
sider blessing us with some Manna Moments reflections of your own. 

 

A Manna Moment consists of three things: 

A scripture passage – we get them from the daily lectionary, but you could choose a 
favorite verse or story that holds special meaning for you 

A brief devotion or reflection that connects the message of the scripture passage to 
our lives – if talking is easier than writing for you, pair up with a friend or                 
discuss a Bible story with your kids and write down what you talked about 

A prayer or thought for the day – sometimes we choose prayers from resources like 
study Bibles or hymnals or other prayer books – if you do that, please cite your 
source. 

 

We also include the author’s name and e-mail address when we send it out so people can 
contact them if they have comments or questions. 

 

You can e-mail submissions to me at pastorrachel@popportage.org or mail them to 
the church office (1747 W. Milham Ave. Portage, MI, 49024) if you don’t have                
e-mail. Please reach out to me by e-mail or phone (989-600-8065) if you have any 
questions about participating or would like me to help you pick a scripture             
passage. 

 

Since it may be some time before we can gather safely together, this is one way we can 
stay connected to each other and share all the ways God is at work in our community. I 
can’t wait to hear from you! 

 

Shalom,  Pastor Rachel 

mailto:pastorrachel@popportage.org
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Zoom Mid Week Bible Study 

If you are interested in participating on 
Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. by Zoom.            

Email Pastor Rachel and she will send you 
an invitation.                                                                  

They are using the Augsburg Adult Study.  

This quarter the focus is Many Faces of Wisdom.                          
Contact the office to make arrangements to get                                    

a study book.  

The Ladies Lunch Bunch . . .                                                        
will be meeting Tuesday, August  18 at 11:45 
a.m.. Meet at The Cove at 9110 Portage Rd.             

There is a large outdoor seating area.                                                   
All women are welcome.  

Women’s Small Group in August                                 
Open to all Women.  

Hope you can join us Monday, August 10 at 7pm 

for a Zoom meeting to plan for the 2020-21 year.                   
Much to discuss!! Would love to have you! Contact 
Diane Snyder, dmsnyder1149@gmail.com for the 
link info.   

What’s Happening at POP! 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY —                                               
Will be meet outside church                                              

Friday, August 7 at 10am.  

Prayer Shawls are available during this trying 
time.  If you, or someone you know, would like the 
comfort of one of these shawls, call Dianne Hellman, 
323-9392, and she will get one to you. 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers is Back! 

 Starting on  Monday, August 10 and                                      
Thursday, August 13 at Noon!                                                                   

Join us by Zoom as we breathe, practice                  
yoga, relax & meditate, all to contemporary praise &             

worship music. No previous yoga experience necessary.              
If you would like to join this group send Kelly Blair an 

email at kblair0702@gmail.com & she will send you                      
an invitation to join                                                         

Bring your Own Picnic & Drive in Worship 

Join us on Saturday, August 8 at 6:30pm for a                                    
Bring Your Own Picnic Event.  

Because of COVID-19 we can’t have our traditional potluck 
picnic, but we can have a Bring Your Own Picnic. Please 
bring your meal, drinks and lawn chairs. We will gather in 
the church parking lot at 6:30 for a picnic followed by the 
Drive in Worship Service. Cars will be spaced far enough 
apart that you can sit in your lawn chairs and visit while you 
eat. The service will start at 7pm, and you can listen through 
your car radio. Communion will be served at this service. 
You will receive a pre-packaged communion cup and wafer 
as you enter the parking lot to be consumed during the             
communion portion of the service. Kids are welcome, but the 
playground will be closed. There will be restroom facilities 
available inside, but anyone who enters the building will 
need to be masked and only one person can enter the                    
restroom at a time. We will have masks available if you need 
one. There will be another Drive Thru Service on Saturday, 
August 22. 

The Book Club will be reading                                                       
―Just Mercy‖ by Bryan Stevenson                  

in August and will be voting                     
on which books to read                          

this fall/winter. 

mailto:dmsnyder1149@gmail.com
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 A note from the Quilters. . . .                                                     
During our time away from each other, many people 

have continued to work from home as 
they are able. Some like to sew squares 
to form a top, while some prefer to sew 
all of the layers together. Others like to 
tie knots. If you are interested in               
supporting our part in Lutheran World 
Relief's ministry around the world,            

arrangements can be made for pick-up or drop-off.  
There is also information available if you would like to 
purchase batting for making the quilts warm.                                 
Contact Sheryl Swodzinski at 385-3045. Thank you. 

Volunteer Opportunities 

The  Current Anti-Racism Discussion Group 

Anti-Racism Learning Group: 

Youth Minister Megan has been leading an                              
inter-generational discussion group this summer. We 
have focused on learning about the different facets of 

systemic racism, and growing in our understanding and 
capacity to work against it. She will begin a new group 

in September for those who are interested.                                 
Please contact Megan if you would like to be part of the 
next group – this invitation is open to youth and adults. 
We hope to have another group with a variety of ages, 

bringing a variety of perspectives, and especially               
encourage families to participate together.                                  

Email Youth Minister Megan at megan@popportage.org 
or call/text 269-599-3726. 

Anti–Racism Learning Opportunities 

WAYS TO HELP OUT! 

 Watering baby trees 

 Tuesday Food Distribution 

 Sending Birthday Cards monthly 

 Reading the liturgy &/or prayers for worship 

 Providing items for Lutheran World Relief 

Visit the website to sign up or check the Social                    

Concerns article in this newsletter for items needed. 

New Learning Opportunity     

Beginning on Tuesday, August 4,                 

the NWLM Synod invite all those              

interested in addressing racial justice to 

join in a Zoom discussion of the book                        

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for 

White People to Talk About Racism by 

Robin Diangelo.  

We will gather on the four Tuesdays of August from      

1:00-2:00 p.m. The book is available in print, kindle and 

audiobook forms from Amazon. We will discuss the first 

three chapters of the book on August 1.  

Register Now: https://bit.ly/2Zn5pXK  

mailto:megan@popportage.org
https://bit.ly/2Zn5pXK
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Social Concerns and How You Can Help! 

Lutheran World Relief kits are 

almost ready to be assembled!  

Here are the items still                      

needed.  Please drop them off at 

church in the front area outside 

of Tamara’s office in the                           

designated box.                             

Thanks so much. 

Watch for a on–line sign-up to assemble  kits in                         

family/friend bubbles 

 

300 Health kits: 

-67 nail clippers   

-190 wide tooth combs 

 Do you remember the words made famous by Judy Garland 

in “The Wizard of Oz?” “There’s no place like home.”             

Today, this very phrase has been ruminating in my mind.                  

I am full of gratitude to be able to say “there’s no place like 

home” for over one hundreds households and shelter guests 

being served by Open Doors Kalamazoo due to your               

generosity and care for people. Your financial gift is helping 

to keep people housed during this unprecedented time. 

Thank you so much for your gift, especially your prayers.  

— Stephanie D. Hoffman, Executive Director 

 

  

To Our Prince of Peace family, 

We want to thank you for the cards, 
thoughts and prayers in response to 
my brother, Bob Lund’s death.  He 
had been ill with heart problems for 
many years and is now at rest. 

Randy & Marilyn Lund 

Thank You’s  

180 Backpacks: 

- 25 pencil sharpeners  

- 110 (24 pack)crayons 

- 55 Blunt scissors 

- 100 (12‖)rulers 

- 390 single subject notebooks 

- 390 pencils #2 (unsharpened) 

 

Thank you to all who donated backpacks for                  
Ministry with Community.  We gathered 53 packs, plus 
multiples of soap, soap dishes, notebooks, lotion, and 

stamped envelopes. All will be used to help our friends 
begin a healing program get them.  

 
Thank you for your gifts and your ministry.   

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 On behalf of those we serve, that you for you generous gift 

designated to the YMCA’s Domestic Assault Program. 

In a community were 60% of reported crimes are related to 

domestic violence, it is essential that we work together to 

acknowledge this problem, empower survivors, & dedicate 

ourselves to preventing this from happening again. — Dr. 

Grace Lubwama, Executive Director 

 Thank you for being so faithful to KDC & the Kalamazoo 

Gospel Ministries. We thank God for you steadfast love 

for those who are financially insecure and people living in 

crisis. — Pastor Michael Brown, President/CEO 

 On behalf of the children served by Samaritas, we would 

like to thank you for you congregation’s gift. Currently we 

provide safe homes, supervised independent living                    

programs for teens and services for refugee youth.                        

People like you truly make a difference!                                                                             

— Sam Beals, Chief Executive Officer 
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Council Corner 

Council Corner for August Newsletter 

 In the month of June, the church had an income of 
$36,447 and expenses of $26,486, which gives us an 
overage of $9,961 for the month and a yearly                
overage of $47,213. 

 We discussed changing the locks on the doors and 
authorized Property Committee to move forward 
on it. 

 We elected John Brown to fill the council position 
that is being vacated by Bridget Whately as she 
goes to seminary. 

If you have any questions, please see any of the                     
council members or see the minutes posted.  

Thanks Bridget! 

Thank you for all your hard work and leadership at 
Prince of Peace. 

From leading Confirmation classes, being the secretary 
to Church council to helping with worship and                

fellowship.  

Bridget has shown her love of God and her love of the     
members of Prince of Peace by her words and deeds.  

We are sad to lose you as a leader at Prince of Peace,                  
but we wish you well as you study to become a                       

minister to others.  

Good luck and many blessings                                     
from your church family! 

Answering God’s Call 

For those of you who don’t 
know who I am, my name is 
Bridget Whately. I have been 
attending Prince of Peace for 
seventeen years.  

As some of you may know,                 
I have been feeling a call to           
become a pastor for a while, 
which is a process. Two                   
processes separate, yet                           
concurrent processes, actually. 

The first and lesser known process is                          
candidacy. In candidacy, I work with a committee 
made up of rostered leaders and lay leaders from 
around the synod to discern how God is calling me. 
Both my internal call, so how I hear God calling me to 
public ministry, and my external call, which is how 
others around me, like my church family, express how 
they hear God calling me to public ministry. 

This means that you all have been a large part 
of my discernment process. When I came back from 
college ten years ago, with the feeling of being called to 
public ministry becoming more insistent, this                          
congregation embraced me and allowed me to explore 
my calling. You all encouraged me when, as the                
worship assistant, I would write the Prayers of the 
Church for myself. You even persevered with me when 
I planned and led the Advent Midweek services last 
year and it got off to a very rough start. I had a number 

of people come up to me and tell me that they think I 
would make a good pastor. 

You entrusted me with the responsibility of 
teaching in the Confirmation class, which has been a 
great joy and very good practice. Nothing prepares you 
for explaining your faith like trying to explain it to                 
middle schoolers. So, thank you for being such a safe and 
encouraging place for me to explore and practice my  
calling. 

The second and more well-known process in              
becoming a pastor is attending seminary. Seminary is a 
four year program, three years of classroom work and a 
year long internship, ideally between the second and 
third year of classroom work. I will be attending                       
Lutheran Theological Southern Seminary in Columbia, 
South Carolina starting this fall.  

Fall classes start on August 24th, so I will be 
moving down there the week of August 17th.  

With me leaving, that means there will be a 
change on the Church Council, as I will no longer be the 
secretary. Church Council voted on my replacement at 
our meeting on Wednesday, July 22nd. They elected       
John Brown to take over my council position and as the               
council secretary. 

All of the care and support that I have received 
from this congregation has been a wonderful blessing. 
Thank you. 
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 Love Your Neighbor. . . from 6 Feet Away 

Need a way to show your love for your neighbors while also encouraging physical distancing?                                                              
We have the t-shirt for you! Use Sign-up genius through our website https://popportage.360unite.com/volunteer 

or complete and return the form below to the church office by Sunday, Aug. 30.  

Cost: $12    Sizes available: XS-3XL 

Shirts will be a bright teal, instead of the blue of the staff shirts. 

T-Shirt Order Form 

 

Name(s):    

 

Contact Info: 

 

Size & Quantity:     XS   S   M  L  1X  2X           3X 

 

Total Cost:                                                            

https://popportage.360unite.com/volunteer
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                               

Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                  
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt, , Martha Irons,            
Claudia Lee in memory of Robin Wells                                                      
ELCA World Hunger - Brian & Karen Devries, Bev Schmidt                                                            
Bob & Carla Hannemann, Dale & Micki Holder,                          
Diane Snyder, Peter & Tammy Olsen                                                       
In memory of Joan Buckland - Dolores Jennings                                 

July  Attendance:    

 7/5 262 Live stream worship 

 7/12 234 Live stream worship 

 7/19 240 Live stream worship 

 7/26 198 Live stream worship 

 Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the 
digital views by 2 to get a virtual attendance.  

No groups larger than 10 inside.  

General Fund  June 

 Contributions $   36,447

 Expenses $   26,468

 Surplus/deficit $     9,961 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code      

to make                                                                           

your contribution to 

Prince of Peace.                                      

8-01  Jacob Howes 

 Mitchell Kalleward

 Jean Darling

 Sharin Noall 

8-02 Danielle Rieck 

8-04 Troy Swodzinski 

 Pam Timm 

 Jessica Ruckstaetter 

8-05  Ashlyn Miller 

 Sara Cruchelow 

8-06  Roy Weber 

 Sarah Lindmark

 Maeve Jensen 

8-07  Eleanor Ross

 Joyce Hare 

 Emily Miller 

8-08  Don Bennett 

8-10  Ron Schuen 

8-11  Carol Wesa

 Halie Dionne 

8-12  Rob Bauckham 

8-14  Dwain Leaser 

 David Flagler 

8-15  Marlowe Crocker 

8-17  Daniel Lassila 

 Zoey Roberts 

8-18  Steve Creed 

 Shelley Lehman 

8-19  Kenneth Louder 

8-20  Alice Lago 

8-21  Michael Williams 

 Matthew Williams 

8-22  Duane Bushfield  

8-23  Dave Snyder  

 Amanda Bischof 

8-24 Dennis McCrumb  

8-26  Tara Swodzinski  

8-28  Noah Gatz  

8-30  Marti Haug  

Anniversaries 

Dick and Patt Hewitt  8-19 

Don and Kathy Eklov   8-19 

Jerry and Kay Spade    8-19 

Eric and Michelle Nitz    8-29 

David and Valerie Flagler   8-29 

Jim and Emily Miller   8-09 

Jim and Anne Vogt   8-11 

Jeremy and Kristie Zimmerman  8-12 

Larry and Julie Wentzel   8-12 

Dale and Yvonne Gatz   8-15 

James and Jerilyn Johnston  8-16 

Marlowe and Diane Crocker   8-17 

Ray and Linda Isakson   8-17 

John and Christine Thommen  8-18 

Ken and Kim Tabor   8-01 

Bill and Sharon Umberger   8-01 

Jason and Mina French    8-02 

Chuck and Jan Christianson  8-03 

Mike and Beth Whately   8-04 

Lee and Darcy Banitt   8-06 

Charles and Joan Ford   8-06 

Mark and Mary Clyne   8-09 

Mike and Heather Girand  8-09 

Friday, August 7 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


