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Manna Moments 

 

I have heard from many of you over the past few months that our weekday Manna             
Moments devotionals have become an important part of your faith life as we’ve travelled 
the wilderness of this pandemic. I am grateful to God for the gifts of our retired pastors, 
Tom Pederson, Dale Gatz, Jim Foster, and Jim Morgan, and our youth minster, Megan 
Floyd, and the insights they have shared during this season.  

 

When we began the Manna Moments, I thought surely we’d be finished with them by 
the end of May and so our wilderness and healing themed reading choices would be 
plenty of material. Now we begin our summer season with calendars looking as deserted 
and barren as they were in March and no certainty about when life will return to some-
thing resembling ―normal.‖ Perhaps we find ourselves saying, with the Israelites and 
many generations of the faithful before us, ―How long, O Lord?‖  

 

This prayer of lament carries with it our hope in God’s promise that death, disease, and 
destruction do not get the last word. When we ask ―How long?‖ we assume God will 
bring about the end of this pandemic and bring us once again to new life. Notice that 
we’re not asking ―will it ever end?‖ We know it will end because we trust that God’s will 
for creation is abundant life. Until that day, we will live in faith and hope, loving our 
neighbors and relying on God to provide what we need to get us through each day. 

 

To help us in this endeavor, Manna Moments will continue with one minor change. On 
June 4, we’ll begin using the Revised Common Lectionary (RCL) as our guide for scrip-
ture and meditation. A lectionary is simply a schedule of pre-selected scripture readings. 
We in the ELCA, along with many other Christians, follow the RCL for our Sunday               
readings. You can read more about the RCL on the ELCA’s website, here: https://
www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/Lectionary   

 

Along with the four appointed readings on Sundays, the RCL provides 2-3 daily                    
readings that are designed to help us prepare for and reflect back on themes that are                    
highlighted on Sundays. Each weekday, one of our Manna Moments writers will choose 
one of the readings for the day on which to write a reflection. If you’d like to follow 
along with the whole lectionary, you can use the website www.dailylectio.net to find the 
readings for the day and a prayer, subscribe to their e-mail list, or download the Daily 
Lectio app. 

 

Continued. . . . 

https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/Lectionary
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Congregations-and-Synods/Worship/Lectionary
http://www.dailylectio.net
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Pastor’s Page Continued 

Zoom Mid Week Bible Study 

If you are interested in participating 
on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. by 

Zoom. Email Pastor Rachel and she 
will send you an invitation.               

They are using the                                
Augsburg Adult Study.  

This quarter the focus is Many Faces of Wisdom.                          
Contact the office to make arrangements to get                                    

a new study book.  

Join our Zoom Women’s Small Group                                         
Open to all Women.  

Join us in on Monday, June 1 and June 15  as we have 
our meeting via Zoom. If you wish to participate               
contact Diane Snyder (269) 375-0911 and she will send 
you an email invitation. 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers                                                                    
Mondays and Thursdays at noon.                                                                           

Join us by Zoom as we breathe, practice 
yoga, relax & meditate, all to                                 

contemporary praise & worship music. No previous                    
yoga experience necessary. If you would like to join this 

group send Kelly Blair an email at kblair0702@gmail.com 
& she will send you an invitation to join                                                         

What’s Happening at POP! 

I hope you’ll find this tool helpful for marking time in the midst of the wilderness. I find great joy and comfort in mark-
ing time with the stories of scripture. As of June 1, we’re entering the Season after the Pentecost, so we’ll hear lots of  
Jesus’ teaching and hear themes of discipleship, stewardship, and what it means to live as God’s faithful people in the 
world. Before the days of carrying digital calendars in our pockets or even posting printed calendars on our walls, the 
seasons of the church year and the daily reading of scripture helped order people’s days and guide them through all the 
seasons of their lives. God’s Word will guide us in this season, too.  
 

Shalom, 

Pastor Rachel 

Summer Fellowship for All Ages! 

Beginning May 31:  9:15 – 10:15 AM Zoom Bible Story  
 Discussion for All Ages (Families welcome!)  

               10:30 AM Worship 

                                    11:30 – 12:30 PM Zoom   
    Fellowship Hour 

                                    11:30 – 12:30 PM Confirmation  

(7th/8th) Youth Group & High School Youth Group 
(separated by Zoom Breakout rooms) 

*Youth Groups Zooms are for 2020-2021 grade levels 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Prayer Shawls are available during this trying time.  If 
you, or someone you know, would like the comfort of 
one of these shawls, call Dianne Hellman, 323-9392, and 
she will get one to you. 

Happy Father’s Day! 

While we are not actually in 

the office, we will still be               

going to our summer hours.  

Administrative Staff will be 

available Monday—Thursday 

from 9:00a to 4:00p. 

We will be closed Fridays  

beginning June 5 through 

September 1.  
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Social Concerns and How You Can Help! 

Social Concerns continues to                    
prepare for God’s Work. Our 
Hands Day on September 13.   

 
We are not sure what this work 
day will look like, but we will 
make sure we can send as many 

LWR Health kits, filled Backpacks and quilts as we can. 
We possibly will work in small groups or families at 
various separate times to complete the work.  Currently 
we need 45/300 towels (remember, dark colors and lighter 
weight regular size bath), 200/600 bars of soap, 150/300 
nail clippers, 200/300 large tooth combs and 200/300 
toothbrushes.  Also, remember great prices on clippers, 
combs and toothbrushes can be found online. Thanks 
for anything you can help with. 
 
 

 To the staff & parishioners — On behalf of the entire staff 
of Borgess Pipp Hospital, I want to thank you for your 
generous donations of masks. I appreciate your dedication 
to helping keep our staff safe. Your generosity is incredi-
ble.  With deepest gratitude,                                                            
— Donna Cassidy, Hospital Administrator 

 We are so grateful for you generous gift to Ministry with 
Community. The COVID-19 pandemic has changed daily 
life for all of us in many ways. Despite these changes, and 
thanks to your support, Ministry with  Community is still 
open and adapting our services every day of the week.. 
With gratitude for all we accomplish  together.                          
— Kelly Henderson, Executive Director 

 

 Thank you for the basketball hoop at 
 the Samaritas Youth home.                        
—Miraiah, Mini Tonie, Brook, Aneri, 
 Daarina 

 

 

Thank You’s  

Joe Galaviz, warehouse manager, at Loaves and Fishes 
has important information to share with everyone.   
Here are some alternatives he suggests. We could have a 
Fund Drive instead of a Food Drive. Their Procurement 
Specialist shares that if you went out and purchased 3 
boxes of cereal, he could buy a case of cereal for the 
same amount of money .  Funds would also help to            
purchase the boxes, tape, hand wrap, gloves, plastic 
bags, masks, and cleaning supplies needed to run the 
operation.  You can also designate where you want your 
donation to go, for example "only to be spent on food". 
If we have a food drive, Loaves and Fishes will supply 
receptacles, delivered and picked up at the end of the 
drive. With a food drive we always have the choice to 
bring what we can, and be able to model food need/
giving to our children. 
 
Many of you donate both food and money to Loaves 
and Fishes and it is very much appreciated and needed.   
Please feel free to share your thoughts of how we can 
help Loaves and Fishes Kalamazoo.   

From our Synod Prayer Partners . . .  

On Sunday, May 24, we were lifted up in prayer. 

We have received notes of blessing from our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

 Grace and Peace to you from you family in Christ at                
St. John’s Lutheran in Baroda. We pray that your                
ministries continue to be guided by the  Holy Spirit.                    
We ask Christ to be present in all the ways you share your 
gospel.  

 Glad greetings from your sisters and brothers in Christ at 
Lord of Life Lutheran, Portage,  and from our pastor,                
Joan Herbon. We lifted you up in prayer and prayed that 
you would be strong and filled with the Holy Spirit to do 
the work of ministry that God is calling you to do. 

 During this time of physical distancing, when we cannot 
worship together, we continue to prayer as we gather                
virtually each Sunday. We pray that God blesses you and 
your congregation and unifies you even in separation.  
Trinity Lutheran, Grand Rapids 
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Council Corner 

New Volunteer Website Page!! 

You will find all our volunteer opportunities in one 
place now. On the front page of the website is a                       

volunteer click here button.  It will take you to all the 
sign ups that are currently active.  https://

popportage.360unite.com/volunteer  

Readings & Prayers:  If you want to help with virtual 
worship.   https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-worship  

Adopt a landscape area” (https://tinyurl.com/
y8k2jc9q).  There are two areas left.  You will weed that 
area as needed throughout the spring and summer.  

Prince of Peace Lawn Mowing Volunteer Sign-up 

and Baby tree watering        https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-baby  

Council Corner for June Newsletter 

 In the month of April, the church had an income of 
$42,263 and expenses of $32,279, which gives us an 
overage of $9,984 for the month and a yearly              
overage of $37,328. 

 Council approved the request of Megan Floyd to 
support her in her application to Candidacy. 

 We discussed what we need to have in place to be 
able to reopen safely. 

 
If you have any questions, please see any of the council 
members or see the minutes posted. 

Birthday Card Sign-up 

 

While we are apart it is more important than ever that 
we remember each other and stay in touch.  Members 
have signed up to send birthday cards through August 
2020.  The new sign-up from September through next 
August is now available on the sign-up link on our 
website.  The Care Committee will provide the cards 
and Tamara will provide the address list and post-
age.  All volunteers need to do is pick these items up 
from the church, address and sign the cards and mail 
them out.  Most months average 40-50 names.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-birthday  

Dear Congregation: 

 

You received a letter from the Finance Committee in 

April asking those who were able to maintain your 

support of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church during 

these trying times. We now want to thank you for the 

outpouring of support you provided. Giving in April 

was significantly above what we need on a monthly 

basis to meet the budget you approved at the annual 

meeting in January. Your support has sent a clear         

message to Pastor Rachel and the staff at Prince of 

Peace that you appreciate their efforts in keeping the 

faith mission of the congregation moving forward                 

during this pandemic. That level of giving has also   

allowed us to maintain, and even increase, our support 

of both our POP family, and the larger human family 

within our community. Your generosity has shown that 

we truly live by our mission statement: "Touched by the 

Gospel, we seek to be instruments of God's peace for the sake 
of the world." 

 

None of us has a crystal ball to see what the future 

might hold. Our congregation, however, has a history 

of stepping up when needed to meet any challenge. We 

just wanted to thank you for your strong response to 

our request and your future gifts to our church's mis-

sion. 

The Finance Committee 

Volunteer Opportunities 

https://popportage.360unite.com/volunteer
https://popportage.360unite.com/volunteer
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-worship
https://tinyurl.com/y8k2jc9q
https://tinyurl.com/y8k2jc9q
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-prince
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-baby
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4fa4a62da5fc1-baby
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-birthday
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040b4cadaf23a1fa7-birthday
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                              
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt, Dale & Yvonne Gatz,  
Bette MacKenzie, Bob & Carla Hannemann, Bridget Whately, 
Paul & Gail MacNellis, Bill & Megan Floyd , Anonymous, 
Mike & Heather Girand                                                                       
Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover, Randy & Marilyn Lund                                              
ELCA World Hunger - Bob & Carla Hannemann, Pat Luma, 
John & Gloria Beatty, Dale & Micki Holder, Kim Tabor,                         
Pete & Tammy Olsen                                                                           

May  Attendance:    

 5/3 414 Digital worship  

 5/10 248 Digital worship 

 5/17 288 Digital worship 

 5/24 240 Digital worship 

 5/31 will report in June 

Per instructions from the ELCA, we multiply the digital 
views by 2 to get a virtual attendance.  

 Shelter in place order in effect until June 12. 

General Fund  April  

 Contributions $   42,263

 Expenses $   32,280

 Surplus/deficit $     9,984 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code      

to make                                                                           

your contribution to 

Prince of Peace.                                      

6-1  Scott Walker                            

 Sydney Jawahir 

 Kayla Morin 

 Eva Esch  

 Greg Hannemann 

6-2  Joelene Pedersen 

6-3 Bill Hellman 

 Eli Cartier 

6-4  Sabrina Floyd 

 Dylan Lampos 

 Larry Mallak 

 Mae Pederson 

 Rod Hokenson 

6-5 Joseph Beuker

 Katherine Lago  

6-8  Elayna Creed 

6-9  Cate Pederson 

 Norah Preston  

6-10  Jennifer Palarz 

6-11  Tom Askew 

6-12  Martha Irons

 Mary Clyne

 Samuel Stagray 

 Bill Bye  

9-13 Sheryl Swodzinski 

 Karen Devries  

6-14  Oliver Bovenkerk 

 Melissa Mickelson

 Todd Super  

 Steve Haddix  

6-15  Laura Bovenkerk  

6-16  Lee Pakko  

 Ella Bischof  

 Bob Hannemann  

 Thom Cooper  

6-17  Louis Jean  

 Dean Knuth  

6-18  Staci Esch  

6-19  Gary Krebill  

 Hazel Zaleski  

6-21  Greg Bovenkerk  

 John Thommen  

 Kristine Pioch  

6-22  Barbara Leaser  

6-23  David Maurer  

 Karen Gallagher  

6-24  Michael Preston 

6-25 Joyce Stout  

 Jason French  

6-26  Paul MacNellis 

6-27  Carla Hannemann 

6-28  Dick Hewitt  

 Laurel Hopper  

 David Cooper  

 Logan Emrick  

6-29  Christine Bigelow 

 Heather Girand  

6-30  Dan Thompson  

Anniversaries 

Andy and Carolyn Anderson  6-7                        

Dan and Erin Smith    6-8                                             

Orville and Linda Smith   6-8                                      

Chris and Laurel Hopper   6-13                                     

Jim and Linda Timm    6-13                                           

Larry Mallak and Jocelyn Steinke  6-14                    

Greg and Laura Bovenkerk  6-17                                       

Thomas and Nancy Pederson  6-18                          

Laila and Chris Poisson   6-19                                                                                         

Dave Morin and Gretchen Kauth  6-20                                                                    

Kenneth and Janice Louder  6-21                                                                          

Sarah Lindmark &Derek Stepanski   6-24                                                                     

Bill and Dianne Hellman   6-25                                                                     

Chad and Christine Tarpley  6-25                                                                   

Bill and Denise Bye   6-26                                                               

Peter and Tammy Olsen   6-27                                                                   

Dan and Shirley Thompson  6-27                                                                     

Bill and Gena Baldwin   6-29                                                                            

Amanda and Steve Dionne  6-30                                                                             

Adam and Sarah Beuker   6-30 

Editor’s note:                                                      

Some special gift giving was inadvertently 

left out of the January & March newsletters.  

The Isakson’s gave to Missions in                          

December, Missions & Disaster relief in               

January & to the Good Sam fund in March. 
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2020 Graduates! 
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2020 Graduates! 
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2020 Graduates! 
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2020 Graduates! 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  


