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ReLent 

 

The phone rings. The text or e-mail alert dings. Someone says, “we need to talk.” You try 
to schedule a meeting, but the boxes on the calendar are full to bursting every day for the 
next month. The car breaks down the same day your loved one gets sick and you have a 
big project due at work. Trouble comes in threes and fours and more. Everyone you 
know seems to be planning a funeral or going to the hospital or setting up a GoFundMe 
account to support someone they love.  

 

It’s exhausting. 

Schedules and stress can be relentless. 

How do we break out of the endless cycle? 

Where do we find God’s promised rest? 

This Lent, we’ll explore these questions together.  

 
 
On Ash Wednesday we heard these words from the prophet Joel, “Return to the LORD, 
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love, and relents from punishing.” (2:13b) We marked our foreheads with the sign of the 
cross in ashes, a sign of both our mortality and our salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
During this season, we hear most clearly God’s call to return. As I said in my sermon on 
Ash Wednesday, “When you don’t know where else to go, or who to trust, or what to 
say, or when life got so hard, or the answers to any of your “why”s, return to the Lord 
your God who loves you enough to become human, even to the point of dying on a cross, 
and who returned from the dead for your sake.  Actually, God did more than that. God 
didn’t just return from the dead, God rose from it. God defeated death forever so the 
thing that separated us before could never do so again. God broke down the barrier so 
that we could return to God and to each other.  And so, in this season, we return. In ashes 
and with repentant hearts, we return. With palm branches and hosannas, we return. With 
bread and wine and water, we remember and together, we return to God.” 
 
In addition to our regular Sunday morning schedule (Learning Hour at 9:15 AM and 
Worship at 10:30 AM) we will have an opportunity to gather on Wednesday evenings for 
a meal (6:00 PM) and worship (7:00 PM) that will include a time of centering meditation 
as well as Holden Evening Prayer. These evenings will be a chance to return to God,   
worship together, and meditate on God’s Word in community. It will be a time for us to 
find release and renewal, a break from the endlessly demanding cycle of the world, and a 
return to the rest only God can give. I hope you’ll join us. 

 

Shalom,  
Pastor Rachel 
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https://unsplash.com/@pimchu?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
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What’s Happening at POP! 

Mid Week Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.                  
They are using the                                

Augsburg Adult Study.  

This quarter the focus is                                
Justice and the Prophets. 

Come and join our Women’s Small Group 

Come and join us this month as we continue and                      
conclude our discussions of texts and lectures by                             
Rachel Held Evans-"The Radically Inclusive" (New Yorker) 
Christian writer!! Soon after we'll begin our discussion 
of Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding 
the Church.                                                                                      
We meet March 2 and 16 at 7 pm in the high school. 
We'll see you then!!  Contact:  Diane Snyder, 375-0911. 

Men’s Breakfast                                     

Tuesday, March 10 at 8:00 AM                                         

Meet at Michelle’s on Romence Road                    

in Portage.                                                                    

Join Pastor Rachel for                                

breakfast and conversation! 

Attention Seniors ! 

We will meet Tuesday, March 10 at 12:30 p.m. and will 
be back to normal with a potluck and then bunko                                                

See the sign up sheet in the Gathering Space. 

If you have any questions, please contact:                                      
Carla Hannemann 269-216-3498.  

Are you stressed and need to relax? 

Power of Breath class meets on Wednesdays                     
from 7:30 to 8:30 pm.  Come try it out.                                                 

Questions? Call Carolyn Selby   269/327-9949 

Praises, Poses, and Prayers                                                                    
Mondays at noon.                                                                           

Join us in the Gathering Space as we 
breathe, practice yoga, relax & meditate, 

all to contemporary praise &                         
worship music. No previous yoga experience necessary. 

Bring a yoga mat if you have one (there will be some on 
hand if you don’t).  Wear clothing that allows you to move 

freely. Don’t forget your water bottle.                               
Hope to see you there!                                                                

Kelly Blair,  RYT 200 (certified yoga instructor)  

Lenten Soup Suppers and Worship  

Supper at 6pm  

Evening Holden Prayer at 7pm 

There are sign up sheets on                           
the Sign-up table                               

for the Lenten Meals on                               
March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1. 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY                                                           

Change in day and time 

Friday, March 6 at 10:00a.m. 

Please note that the Prayer 

Shawl Ministry group will now 

be meeting on the first Friday 

of each month at 10:00 a.m. 

New Members welcome! 

Jubilee Garden UPDATE. 
It is definitely too cold and snowy to be working in the 
garden. Yet planning has started. There will be some 
changes in the garden this year starting in March. This 
year we will try planting peas in the raised beds in mid 
to late March. This will be scheduled when the soil has 
dried enough to not rot the seeds. At the same time we 
will need to cut the old asparagus plants down to the 
ground and make room for the new plants to emerge. 
Please watch the Peace Proclamations for future                       
scheduling of work. If you would like more information, 
please contact Mark Clyne: markclyne@sbcglobal.net 

Pysanky Egg Decorating, Sunday, March 15                           
Kim and Wade Lawrence will be instructing us in the art 
of egg decorating.  We have offered this event several 
times over the years and it has always been very                         
popular.  A light lunch will be served after 
worship in the social hall and then the                           
creativity will begin.  There is a sign-up in 
the gathering space so we can plan for the 
correct number of eggs and for lunch.  
This is an event for everyone!                                   
Younger children should be accompanied 
by an adult. 

mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
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Fellowship 

Social Concerns 

1 adult size toothbrush 

1 wide tooth comb 

1 nail clipper 

LWR will distribute a tube of toothpaste with each kit 

on site, we don’t include them in kits we send. 

All donations are greatly appreciated and can be placed 

in the Social Concerns baskets in the Gathering Space at 

any time. 

Anyone can help assemble health kits at God’s Work 

Day on September 13. We look forward to everyone 

joining together for that national day of service in 

Christ’s name. 

Thank you for all you Give.  

This month Social Concerns is focusing on our 2020                   

Lutheran World Relief (LWR) Personal Care Health kit 

project. These health kits are used around the world for 

emergency situations of all kinds. They are often used in 

refugee camps, during natural disasters and generally  

anywhere individual personal health is in danger.                       

Hundreds of thousands of kits are donated each year 

through LWR. 

Our goal this year will be to make at least 300 kits or more 

depending on donations. 

Each kit includes: 

1 regular size bath towel, darker colors preferred, lighter 

weight so it  will dry easily in any situation. 

2 bath size bars of soap 

Annual Sewing & Craft Day 2020 

A record number 26 participants attended our Sewing and 

Craft day on February 15.  A variety of crafts were                              

performed including quilting, sewing, scrapbooking, and 

knitting among others.  Part of this fellowship event               

includes work on designated service projects for a                     

portion of the day.  This year we completed tying three 

Lutheran World Relief quilts, tying 5 fleece blankets for 

the pediatric unit at Bronson Hospital and sewing twelve 

backpacks for this fall’s God’s Work Our Hands day.          

Joining us this year was Rubina, a learner from the               

Friday morning tutoring program at PoP. Claudia Blahnik 

spent time teaching Rubina to sew for the first time.                      

Rubina shared a native rice dish with us at the potluck 

lunch.  Be sure at watch for the date in 2021 and join us. 
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Are you looking to volunteer in 2020, 
but you don't have a lot of extra time? 
Once or twice a month might be                
perfect. The Quilters meet at 9:00 am 
on the first Tuesday and third Monday 
of each month. Or work from the                       

comfort of your own home. Just ask! 

 Are you cleaning out old sheets to make room 
for new ones? (Queen and king-sized flat sheets work 
best, but we also use other sizes to cut into 11" squares.) 
Do you have cotton material that will never make it past 
your sewing room shelf? We need pieces of fabric meas-

uring 64" x 84" to be used as the backs of our quilts. We 
also need filler measuring 60" x 80" to provide warmth. 
Mattress pads and quilt batting are two possible ideas. 
Others can be found at the Lutheran World Relief                      
website. 

 Please join us beginning Tuesday, March 3 and/
or Monday, March 16! Questions can be directed to Sher-
yl at 385-3045 or www.cookontherun@ameritech.net.  

This and That 

Thank Yous! 

Synod Prayer Partners 

If you would like to sign the letter you will find it in the 

Gathering Space next to the table sign:                                        

SYNOD PRAYER LETTER. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY TO OTHERS 

 Megan and team. . . On behalf of all of us here at the YWCA, 

thank you for your generosity this holiday season. With your              

support we were able to provide a brighter holiday to over 100 

women and children this year. We are so grateful for— and                      

humbled by — your kindness. Thank you for believing in the       

people you serve.  

— Emily Deen-Caruso & Lisa Rodriquez 

 On behalf of the staff and board of directors of Clean Water for 

the World, we thank you for your continued, generous support. 

Your donation is already at work providing life-sustaining water 

for people less fortunate than you and I. As we place water                        

purification units in communities without access to potable water, 

we are helping to improve the lives of individuals throughout the 

world. Check us out at www.cleanwaterfortheworld.org. 

— Krista Dover, Executive Director 

 Thank you for your generous gift to ELCA ministries through 

ELCA Good Gifts. Your good gift is very good gift, indeed.               

With resources like seedlings and seminary courses, vaccinations 

and vegetable gardens, Bibles and blankets, you’re equipping 

God’s people — around the world and around the corner —with 

what they need to live abundant lives. In God’s Abundant Grace,                                                                   

— Rachel Wind, Executive for Development 

Thank you to everyone that has 
donated cans and for those that 
have taken the cans for cash. In 
2019 we made $320! 

This money is dedicated to the 
Youth Trip Fund.  — Bookkeeper 

Don’t forget to                                            
set your clocks back                                             
before you go to bed                                            

on Saturday, March 7! 

http://www.cookontherun@ameritech.net
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Join the Ladies Lunch Bunch.                                                       

This group meets the third Tuesday, 11:45 a.m.,                               
at various restaurants for food and fellowship.                                                  

All women are welcome.   

March 17  Fieldstone Grill, 3970 W Centre, Portage 

NEWS from the                   

PRINCE OF PEACE                        

Women of the ELCA 

We will be meeting on Monday, March 23 at 9:30am. 

Ruth Circle is a group of women, who gather the fourth 

Monday of the month for fellowship & a light snack                   

followed by Bible study as printed in the Gather  maga-

zine, a publication of the Women of the ELCA.     

In the next two sessions, we will explore vocation in 

many contexts. As we learn more about how our ances-

tors in faith heard and responded to God’s call, we will 

reflect on our own lives and callings .                                                                                         

All women are invited to attend. Ruth Circle meets                    

monthly except for December & the summer months.  

Questions: call Claudia Blahnik @ 269-375-6907                        

or 269-352-7430.     

God Winks 

More of What’s Happening 

Book Club  

Next meeting on March 18 at 10:00 am and                                         
we will be discussing The Island of Sea Women                                 

by Lisa See 
For March                                                        

The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek          
by Kim M. Richardson  
 
This is an historical novel set in the                            
mountains of Kentucky in the 1930’s.                  
Cussy Mary Carter is a young woman 
with a rare condition that causes her 
skin to be blue.  As a result she is                   
discriminated against and often fears 
for her life.  
 

Cussy, also called Bluet, was hired by the government 
through the WPA program as a pack horse librarian.  
Riding her mule, Junia, she carries books to the poor hill 
folk of the Kentucky mountains. Her patrons love her 
and look forward to what she brings.   Many of the                   
people are starving both for knowledge and for food.  
She tries to help them anyway she can even though she 
has little for herself. 
 
When a doctor asks her to participate in an experiment to 
find out what is causing her blue skin and to possibly 
find a cure, she agrees under the condition that he will 
donate food she can take to those in need.   
 
Will they find a cause and cure?  Read the book and find 
out.   

 
Upcoming books 

May  What Your Eyes Can’t See by Mona Hann-Attisha 

We will be having a                    

new member exploration on              

Sunday, March 15. If you are 

interested in joining                                       

Prince of Peace contact the office.  

We will receive new members on Sunday, March 19. 

Rod Hokenson sent this picture and 
wanted us to know how much he and 
Helen appreciated Claudia's visit and 
the prayer shawls and goodies she gave 
them. 

Claudia Blahnik and Helen Hokenson 
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Council Corner 

The Extended Ministries Endowment Committee is 
pleased to announce that $5,922.78 is available in 2020 for 
disbursement to potential extended ministries                        
beyond the operational budget of POP.  

The committee welcomes written requests with the                    
following information: 1) Name of requestor 2)Name of 
extended ministry 3)Brief description and  potential            
impact of the ministry 4) Amount of monies requested. 
The Endowment Committee will then review the                     
request and determine if monies will be distributed. 
Please contact Mark Clyne via email 
(markclyne@sbcglobal.net) or fill out a paper form                
available from the church office with any requests and 
place them the Endowment Fund mailbox in the               
workroom.  

Council Corner for March Newsletter 

 

 In the month of January, the church had an income 
of $39,982 and expenses of $38,287, which gives us 
an overage of $1,696. 

 We welcomed 9 new members into the                                
congregation and 2 of our members died. 

 We welcomed our new council members.,              
Dennis Stalker, Derek Stepanski, Paula Kana’an 
and Ryan Hannemann. 

 
If you have any questions, please see any of the council 
members or see the minutes posted. 

Sunday, March 1 

Property and Custodial Request Form 

Sometimes light bulbs need replacing and minor                   
repairs need to be made around our building. Our      

dedicated custodian and property volunteers don’t 
always know right away when a clock battery runs out 
or a light in a classroom has burnt out. You can help us 

fix these issues by letting us know when you notice a 
need! A clipboard has been installed on the custodial 

closet door so you can leave a note for our custodian or 
property team using the new Property and Custodial 
Request Form. We ask you to include your name and 

contact information in case the person completing your 
request needs more information. Requests will be              

removed from the clipboard and filed once they are 
completed, so be sure to check any outstanding                   

requests still on the clipboard before completing                         
a new form. 

Did you know . . .                                         
that Prince of Peace owns                  
approximately 17 acres of land? 
As stewards of this land, one of 
our responsibilities is keeping 
the lawn mowed. Between May 
and October, a two person                     
volunteer crew takes turns 
mowing the less than 1 acre of 
church lawn.  

 Sign up calendars will be in the church gathering 
space area starting in March. First time volunteers will be 
matched up with a veteran mower. The goal is to have 
enough mowers so that you will only be assigned two 
shifts during the mowing season.  

  Is mowing not your thing? Volunteers are also 
needed to weed the landscaped areas. Seven areas have 
been divided up for weeding. Please consider adopting 
one of these areas and weeding these areas as needed. 

 There will be a mowing orientation meeting after 
the service on May 10th to go over how to operate the 
lawn equipment. Any questions, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Karl Klemm or Pete Eldridge. Thanks for your 
consideration to help out with these important tasks 
which frees up resources for other important ministries. 

mailto:markclyne@sbcglobal.net
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Adult Learning 

Children, Youth and Family News 

March 29, April 19 and 26 

Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope, and Justice                              
Led by Pastor Rachel and Ray Isakson  

This statement explains the ELCA’s teachings on ecolo-
gy and the environment, grounded in a biblical vision of 
God’s intention for the healing and wholeness of crea-
tion. It’s a wonderful way to prepare for Earth day on 
April 22! 

 
There will be no Learning Hour on April 5                                  

(Palm Sunday) or 12 (Easter). 

Peace Kids!  

Just letting you know that our March Peace Kids is on 

the second Sunday in March this month… that’s due to 

the mid-winter break that the kids have in school.   

Join us on Sunday, March 8 to learn from our               

Worship Team Director, Scottie Walker.  Aside from 

being part of our musical leadership at POP, Scottie is 

also the band director for Galesburg/Augusta High 

School, and he’ll be running an Instrument Petting 

Zoo on March 8.  Sign-up in the Gathering Space. 

NEEDED!   

Children’s 

 puzzles for 

 the library 

Rummage Sale!   Saturday, May 2   

Start saving your sellable goods… we’re having a 

rummage sale!  The rummage sale will support camp 

scholarships, as well as provide a great way to clean 

out your basement and garage.  We’ll begin collecting 

items for the sale on Sunday, April 26, and will                      

collect and sort throughout the week.                                        

Volunteers needed! (…and PEP points awarded!!!)     

All unsold items will be donated. 

Gross Fundraiser!  It’s not too late to give!                                  

Our annual youth fundraiser kicked off on 1/26 & runs 

through Easter on April 12.  Funds raised support our 

Youth Trip Fund. We’re saving for the national ELCA 

Youth Gathering in Minneapolis in 2021.  

To participate is simple… choose an envelope which cor-

responds to a pledge amount.  You can pay your pledge 

on the same day, or you can bring it back later and either 

drop it into the pink “Thank You” box, or in the Sunday 

offering plate (to assist the counters &  bookkeeper, please add 

“Gross Fundraiser donation” to the memo line of your check & 

on the outer envelope).     

Look to see how many have already given! 

Adults will be continuing to explore the ELCA’s social 
statements during the Learning Hour this spring.                   

All of the social statements are available at 
www.elca.org/socialstatements unless noted                 

otherwise below.  You may also request a printed                     
copy of any of the statements from the church office. 

March 8, 15, and 22 

Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A Call to Action                                        
Led by Pastor Rachel and Rene Beck 

♦  ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦   ♦  

We had an introductory discussion of this statement 
before Pastor Rachel went to Churchwide assembly last 
August. Now that the statement has been adopted, we 
will discuss it in more depth. 

https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%
20Repository/

Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?
_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-

1778761460.1565890528 

 

http://www.elca.org/socialstatements
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-1778761460.1565890528
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-1778761460.1565890528
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-1778761460.1565890528
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-1778761460.1565890528
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/Faith_Sexism_Justice_Social_Statement_Adopted.pdf?_ga=2.235078851.390388130.1582215637-1778761460.1565890528
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Facts and Figures 

SPECIAL GIFTS FOR PATHWAYS OF GIVING                              
Good Samaritan - Jim & Anne Vogt                                    
Loaves and Fishes - Gail Hoover                                                 
ELCA World Hunger— Greg & Christine Guthrie,                         
Diane Snyder, Brian & Karen DeVries, Pat Luma,                                
Bob & Carla Hannemann, Bev Schmidt, Dale & Micki Holder, 
Joyce Stout                                                                                                            
In Memory of Russ Bishop - D. Jennings, Karen Shaw 

February Attendance:    

 2/2 142   

 2/9 189 Installation of Officers   

 2/16 218 Ministry Recognition Sunday 

 2/23 189 Transfiguration Sunday  

  

General Fund  January 

 Contributions $   39,982

 Expenses $   32,287

 Surplus/deficit $     1,696 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Use this QR code to                                                                                

make your contribution to Prince of Peace.                                      

 3-1  Brian McManus   

 Walter Arntson 

 Jaxin French  

3-2  Lena Klemm  

3-3 Jerilyn Johnston 

 Joey Michael  

 Cassandra Whately  

3-6  Pat Boulis 

3-7  Matt Goetzka 

 Annette Smith  

 Jennifer Oskins  

 Carol Christianson  

3-8  Mina French 

 David Grinder 

 Louise Corson 

 Christian Maurer

 Kristyn Myers  

3-9  Alex Zimmerman 

3-12  Jamarion Cruchelow 

3-13  Jacob Mills

 Maria Shaw  

3-14  Karl Westra 

 Jacob Devries  

3-15  Charlotte Steele 

3-17 Peter Maurer 

 Stephen Bigelow  

3-18  Dave Walch 

 Ryan Mickelson  

3-19  Mike Myers 

 Rowan Ramsey  

 Fiona Ramsey  

 Grant Williams  

 Carly Davis  

3-20  Brian Devries 

3-23  Christine Tarpley 

 Kay Spade  

3-25 Danielle Krueger 

 Elsa Klemm  

 Alex Seelbinder  

 Carol Stezowski  

 Lorri Walch  

3-28  Kevin Myers 

 Connor Ramsey  

3-29  Dale Gatz 

3-30  Ryan Hannemann

 Maya Ablao  

Anniversaries 

DaveReinhold and Sue Stapleton  3-14  

Dennis and Mary McCrumb 3-16  

Eli and Hilde Thomssen  3-24  

Bob and Cheryl Thomas  3-24  

Rob and Lynda Bauckham  3-26  

Michael and Julie Cartier  3-31 
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Prince of Peace Calendar 

Legend: 

AA-–Alcoholics Anonymous  ESL—English as a Second Language 

FA—Food Addicts in Recovery WMU—Western Michigan University

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church                       

269/343-3453                                      

www.popportage.org                                               

Facebook: Prince of Peace, Portage, MI-ELCA  
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Lent-Easter Word Search 


